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Austin PoPE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


This screenshot from a Jan. 30 U.S. Army video shows Master Sgt. Jole Alvarez, of 1st Special Forces Group ^rborne) based at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., discussing 
his reasons for completing Ranger School at age 42 in December. 


Congress, services boost efforts 
to address military housing crisis 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In December 
2017, a group of distressed military 
spouses submitted a 53-page pre¬ 
sentation to the Military Family 
Readiness Council that painted a 
disturbing portrait of housing trou¬ 
bles for servicemembers across the 
country. 

They were told the council 


didn’t handle such worries, Crys¬ 
tal Cornwall and Jean Coffman 
remembered. 

Now that damning media cov¬ 
erage has sparked a rash of con¬ 
gressional hearings and dozens of 
military town hall meetings, the 
women said there’s a long road 
ahead to addressing their original 
2017 report. 

SEE HOUSING ON PAGE 9 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


President Donald Trump has 
long complained about the 
cost of military exercises. 


Trump says he didn’t discuss 
war games with North Korea 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — President Donald Trump denied that 
the order to cancel war games with South Korea was a concession 
offered during nuclear talks with the North, saying he “made that 
decision long ago” to save money. He was reacting Monday to crit¬ 
icism that the decision fulfilled a longtime demand by the North, 
which hates the exercises, while getting little in return after last 
week’s second summit between Trump and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un collapsed without an agreement. 

SEE GAMES ON PAGE 5 
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EUCOM commander requests 2 more destroyers 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The top U.S. officer in Europe 
told lawmakers Tuesday he has 
insufficient mihtary firepower on 
the Continent and wants two more 
Navy warships under his com¬ 
mand, along with more ground 
forces to counter Russia. 

Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, 
head of U.S. European Command 
and NATO’s supreme allied com¬ 
mander, said additional forces are 
needed in light of Russia’s mili¬ 
tary modernization efforts that 
threaten to “erode” the U.S. mili¬ 
tary advantage. 

“I am not comfortable yet 
with the deterrent posture that 
we have in Europe,” Scaparrotti 
told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

While U.S. mihtary capabihties 


in Europe have grown during the 
past several years, Scaparrotti 
said, he needs more rotational 
forces, more investment in mili¬ 
tary infrastructure, more cyber 
assets, a beefed-up Navy presence 
and more inteUigence, surveil¬ 
lance and reconnaissance assets. 

The Navy currently has four de¬ 
stroyers based out of Rota, Spain, 
but Scaparrotti said he needs six. 

Meanwhile, Scaparrotti warned 
Turkey that it should not move for¬ 
ward with a plan to buy a Russian 
missile defense system. If it does, 
the U.S. should not move forward 
with a plan to seU F-35 fighters to 
Turkey, Scaparrotti said. 

“My best military advice would 
be we don’t then follow through 
with the F-35,” he said. 

Turkey has said it is commit¬ 
ted to buying Russia’s S-400 sys¬ 
tem, which aUies have warned is 


incompatible with NATO’s own 
systems. 

Scaparrotti’s comments come 
ahead of the Pentagon’s 2020 bud¬ 
get request, which is expected to 
be released next week. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., chair¬ 
man of the Senate Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, said he backs 
funding efforts focused on deter¬ 
ring Russia. 

“Perceived weakness will only 
provoke further aggression from 
(Russian President Vladimir) 
Putin,” Inhofe said. “We need a 
defense budget that is of suffi¬ 
cient size and invests in the key 
capabilities we need in Europe 
— areas like long-range fires, 
cruise missile defense, anti-sub- 
marine warfare and the support¬ 
ing infrastructure.” 

vandiver.john(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 



Carlos BoNcioANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, commander of U.S. European Command, 
arranges his notes prior to the start of a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. 


Parents of dead cadet given permission to retrieve sperm 


Associated Press 

WEST POINT, N.Y. — The par¬ 
ents of a West Point cadet fatally 
injured in a skiing accident raced 
the clock to get a judge’s permis- 


Correction 

In a March 4 article, 
Capt. Nathan Hollway 
should have been referred 
to as team leader for Naval 
Support Activity Bahrain’s 
entry in the Bahrain Fire¬ 
fighter Challenge. 


sion to retrieve his sperm for “the 
possibility of preserving some 
piece of our child that might live 
on.” 

U.S. Military Academy Cadet 
Peter Zhu, 21, was declared brain 
dead Feb. 27, four days after the 
California resident was involved 
in a skiing accident at West Point 
that fractured his spine and cut 
off oxygen to his brain. 

“That afternoon, our entire 
world collapsed around us,” Mon¬ 
ica and Yongmin Zhu, of Concord, 
Calif, said in a court petition. 
But they saw a brief window to 
fulfill at least part of Peter’s oft- 
stated desire to one day raise five 
children. 


The parents asked a state court 
judge Friday for permission to 
retrieve his sperm before his 
organs were removed for dona¬ 
tion later that day at Westchester 
Medical Center. 

They argued the procedure 
needed to be done that day. 

“We are desperate to have a 
small piece of Peter that might 
live on and continue to spread 
the joy and happiness that Peter 
brought to all of our lives,” read 
the parent’s filing in state court in 
Westchester County, N.Y. 

The first documented post-mor¬ 
tem sperm removal was reported 
in 1980, and the first baby con¬ 
ceived using the procedure was 


born in 1999, according to medi¬ 
cal journals. Usually, the request 
comes from a surviving spouse. 

The parents told the court that 
Peter is the only male child of the 
Zhu family and that if they don’t 
obtain the genetic material, “it 
will be impossible to carry on our 
family’s lineage, and our family 
name will die.” 

The judge later that day direct¬ 
ed the medical center to retrieve 
the sperm and ordered it stored 
pending a court hearing March 
21 regarding the next steps. 

The Westchester Medical Cen¬ 
ter declined to discuss the specif¬ 
ics of the case. 

“However, from time to time. 


like most hospitals, Westchester 
Medical Center is presented with 
complex legal and ethical situa¬ 
tions where guidance from the 
court is appropriate and appreci¬ 
ated,” the medical center said in 
a statement. 

Such requests by parents are 
rare, but not unheard of In 2009, 
Nikolas Evans, 21, died after a 
blow during a bar fight in Austin, 
Texas. His mother. Missy Evans, 
of Bedford, Texas, got permission 
from a probate judge to have her 
son’s sperm extracted by a urolo¬ 
gist, with the intention of hiring 
a surrogate mother to bear her a 
grandchild.. 
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Ex-sailor sentenced in gun resale scheme 


By Scott Daugherty 

The (Norfolk, Va.) Virginian-Pilot 

Using his military discount, a 
Norfolk-based sailor bought and 
resold 23 firearms for profit, ac¬ 
cording to court documents. 

Many of Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Julio Fernando Pino’s customers 
were criminals. 

Pino, who was honorably dis¬ 
charged from the Navy in De¬ 
cember, was sentenced Monday 
to 2 y 2 years in prison. 

“The defendant bought and 
re-sold firearms so many times 
that, unsurprisingly, he sold some 
firearms to prohibited people, in¬ 
cluding a juvenile, a drug-addict¬ 


ed armed robber, a drug dealer 
trafficking in stolen firearms and 
many others,” Assistant US. At¬ 
torney William B. Jackson said in 
court documents. 

According to court documents, 
Pino’s scheme stretched from 
Nov. 6, 2015, through Jan. 21, 
2017. Prosecutors said he ille¬ 
gally engaged in the business of 
dealing firearms without being a 
licensed dealer. 

In all, Pino, now 26, purchased 
at least 60 firearms during that 
time before advertising them on 
www.VAguntrader.com and www. 
armslist.com. 

Court documents outline one 


particular sale of a .40-caliber 
Clock Model 23, which he pur¬ 
chased March 12, 2016, from the 
Marine Corps Exchange in Nor¬ 
folk. The original sale price was 
$439.99. 

In the process, he signed a Bu¬ 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire¬ 
arms and Explosives form in 
which he said he was the actual 
buyer and transferee of the weap¬ 
on even though he had no plans to 
keep it, documents said. 

Less than three hours after 
the purchase, a potential buyer 
responded to an advertisement 
for the weapon. Later that day, 
he sold it to the person for $550, 


documents said. 

Assistant Federal Public De¬ 
fender Keith Kimball said his cli¬ 
ent tried to be careful about who 
he sold the firearms to but obvi¬ 
ously failed. 

“Mr. Pino has no criminal his¬ 
tory and did not seek to put guns 
in the hands of people who would 
use them to commit crimes,” he 
said, lamenting how his client 
now realizes he exercised “ex¬ 
tremely poor judgment.” 

Regarding a Dec. 16, 2015, gun 
sale in Maryland that involved a 
16-year-old boy, Kimball said his 
client didn’t know the buyer’s age 
at the time. 


Jackson countered that ATF 
agents told Pino not to buy fire¬ 
arms to immediately resell them 
and that he didn’t listen. 

“Despite repeated warnings 
by ATF agents, he continued to 
sell guns without a license, even 
after telling them that he would 
stop,” Jackson said as he argued 
for a sentence of more than three 
years in prison. 

Kimball asked the court to sen¬ 
tence his client to probation. He 
said Pino, who is married with 
an 18-month-old son, enlisted in 
December 2012 and was most 
recently stationed on the aircraft 
carrier George H.W. Bush. 



Samantha SroFFHEGEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


A soldier with the 101st Airborne Division test-fires an Ml? Sig Sauer Modular Handgun System at an 
indoor range at Fort Campbell, Ky., in November 2017. 


Air Force begins handgun replacement 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

Air Force security troops are 
swapping out their 30-year-old 
pistols for a new 9 mm M18 SIG 
Sauer Modular Handgun System, 
the service has announced. 

The M18 is set to replace the 
M9 Beretta — in service since 
1985 — used by all security forc¬ 
es by next year. 

“The M18 is a leap forward in 
the right direction for modern¬ 
izing such a critical piece of per¬ 
sonal defense,” Master Sgt. Casey 
Ouellette, 341st Military Working 
Dog Flight Chief at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland, said in a 
statement issued Monday. “It’s 
more accurate and, with a great 
set of night sights and with their 
high profile, follow-up shots have 
become easier than ever before.” 

The new firearm is also pro¬ 
jected to replace the Mll-Al 
Compact used by the Air Force 
Office of Special Investigations 
and the Army M15 pistol for mili¬ 
tary working dog training. 



Vicki SiEiN/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

The 9 mm M18 SIG Sauer 
Modular Handgun System is set 
to replace the M9 Beretta used 
by all security forces by 2020. 

More than 2,000 of the new 
pistols have been delivered to 
Joint Base Andrews, Md., the Air 
Force Gunsmith Shop, Air Edu¬ 
cation and Training Command 
Combat Arms Apprentice Course 
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lack¬ 
land, regional training centers in 
Guam and at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
Malmstrom Air Force Base, 
Mont., and F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base, Wyo. 


“Once all security forces units 
have been supphed the new 
weapon, we will supply special 
warfare Airmen, Guardian Angel/ 
(pararescue) communities, OSI 
and other high-level users,” Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Shaun Ferguson, Air Force 
Security Forces Center Small 
Arms and Light Weapons Require¬ 
ments program manager, said in a 
statement. “Aircrew communities 
and other installation personnel 
will be issued the handgun as well 
based on requirements.” 

The $580 million modular 
handgun system contract for the 
full-size M17 and the compact 
M18 was awarded to Sig Sauer 
in January 2017 and calls for de¬ 
livery of 480,000 pistols over a 
10-year period for the Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard. 

Soldiers of the 101st Airborne 
Division began field testing the 
M17s and M18s in November 
2017 at Fort Campbell, Ky. 

howarF.wWam@strTpesxom 

Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 


Trump executive order 
eases veteran transition 
into Merchant Marine 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump signed an execu¬ 
tive order Monday easing the pro¬ 
cess for veterans to transition into 
the Merchant Marine. 

The order will clear the way 
for the Merchant Marine to waive 
licensing fees for sea service vet¬ 
erans and count their mihtary 
training toward its credential- 
ing system, said Peter Navarro, a 
White House trade policy adviser. 

Trump’s administration is 
positing the action as part of a 
broader effort to transition vet¬ 
erans into civilian jobs. It’s also 
a method to boost the number 
of highly qualified mariners in 
the Merchant Marine, which has 
faced a shortage in recent years, 
Navarro said. 

“I think the whole point here is 
to leverage their experience that 
they gain and education they gain 
in the military to move directly 
into the Merchant Marine and 
do it in a way where the fees and 
costs are minimized,” Navarro 
said Monday during a briefing 
with reporters. 

The Coast Guard already runs 
a “Military to Mariner” program 
to help transitioning servicemem- 
bers get credentialed for the Mer¬ 
chant Marine. Navarro said the 
new order was part of the “ongo¬ 
ing process” of the initiative. 

The Merchant Marine includes 
a fleet of private and government- 
owned vessels manned by civil¬ 
ian mariners to transport cargo 
and passengers. In wartime, it 
can be used as an auxiliary to the 
Navy. During World War II, the 
Merchant Marine transported 
vast quantities of equipment and 
troops. 

Mark Buzby, administrator of 
the Maritime Administration at 
the Department of Transporta¬ 
tion, told Congress last year that 
he was concerned about a de¬ 
creasing number of mariners who 
were qualified to operate large 
ships. The U.S. Merchant Marine 


Academy in Kings Point, N.Y., as 
well as other maritime academies, 
graduate more than 1,000 officers 
each year, but there’s a shortage 
of mariners to serve in senior- 
level positions, Buzby said. 

There might not be enough 
mariners to help if called upon 
during a crisis, he warned. 

The Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office called attention to the 
shortage of mariners in a Novem¬ 
ber report. The GAO estimated 
there were about 11,770 qualified 
and available mariners as of June 
2017 — about 2,000 short of what 
would be needed for a drawn-out 
military effort. 

“The men and women of the 
Merchant Marine have always 
stood up in times of need to meet 
any task set for them and would 
likely extend their time at sea be¬ 
yond normal tours if called upon 
to do so,” Buzby wrote in a state¬ 
ment to Congress. “However, it is 
critical to ensure we have enough 
qualified U.S. mariners to safely 
crew our government vessels so 
that the readiness of the force is 
not negatively impacted.” 

Buzby was at the White House 
on Monday when Trump signed 
the order, which is titled “Sup¬ 
porting the Transition of Active 
Duty Service Members and Mili¬ 
tary Veterans into the Merchant 
Marine.” 

In addition to helping national 
security, Navarro said the order 
would assist veterans with secur¬ 
ing high-paying jobs. 

Getting credentialed for the 
Merchant Marine can cost up 
to $25,000 in fees — a cost from 
which sea service veterans would 
now be exempt, Navarro said. 
Citing statistics from the De¬ 
partment of Transportation, he 
said water transportation work¬ 
ers earn more than $65,000 each 
year on average. 

“The executive order will help 
our sea veterans more quickly 
find high-paying jobs worthy of 
their skill sets,” Navarro said. 

wentling.nlkki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Drill skill 

SHAPE takes 2019 JROTC competition 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — More than 100 cadets from 
11 Department of Defense Edu¬ 
cation Activity schools vied in the 
2019 European Drill Competition 
at the Ramstein Middle School 
campus Saturday. 

Junior Reserve Officer Train¬ 
ing Corps teams from eight Air 
Force and three Navy bases from 
around Europe competed in 13 
events, including team, duo and 
individual competitions. 

SHAPE American High School, 
located at the NATO headquar¬ 
ters in Mons, Belgium, took the 


overall title and was also first 
in four events, including armed 
inspection, in which it tied with 
Ramstein High School. 

Ramstein also took first place 
in three other events, including 
challenge color guard and armed 
exhibition. 

Kaiserslautern High School 
took first in three events, and 
Lakenheath High School took 
first in one event. 

Cadets from Aviano, Naples, 
Alconbury, Spangdahlem, Rota, 
AFNORTH and Sigonella also 
participated in this year’s drill 
competition. 

ferguson.brian@str'ipes.corh ^ 



Above: The 
Lakenheath 
High School 
drill team 
participates 
in the armed 
exhibition drill 
competition 
during the 
DODEA- 
Europe JROTC 
drill team 
championships 
at Ramstein, 
Germany, on 
Saturday. 

Left: Ivvin 
brothers 
Edward and 
Andrew Collazo 
Borges from 
Ramstein High 
School compete 
in the dual- 
unarmed drill 
competition. 

Photos by Brian 

pERGUSON/Stars and 



Natalie Toney salutes as she competes in the dual saber Ramstein’s Jackson Hill tosses his rifle as he competes 
exhibition. in the rifle solo exhibition. 


Staff Sgt. Garrett Rhodes, left, and Gunnery Sgt. 
Matthew Nolan judge the rifle solo exhibition. 
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PACIFIC 

N. Korea’s 
Kim home 
after failed 
summit 



Philippines seeks 
review of treaty 
over war worries 


Korean Central News Agency, Korea News Service/AP 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un waves at Pyongyang Station upon 
his return home on Tuesday after traveling by train from Vietnam in 
this photo provided by the North Korean government. 


By Hyung-Jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un re¬ 
turned home on Tuesday after 
traveling IVi days by train from 
Vietnam, where his high-stakes 
nuclear summit with President 
Donald Trump ended without 
any agreement. 

The Kim-Trump summit broke 
down mainly because of disputes 
over the extent of sanctions relief 
the North could win in return for 
its nuclear disarmament steps. 
Both Washington and Pyongyang 
blame each other for the summit’s 
breakdown, but neither side says 
they would pull out of diplomacy. 

The crowd welcoming Kim at 
Pyongyang’s railway station gave 
shouts of joy and loud hurrahs 
upon his return, the Korean Cen¬ 
tral News Agency reported. 

Kim received a salute from the 
head of the army’s honor guards 
and was presented with flowers 
from children. Senior officials 
also greeted Kim with “their 
ardent congratulations,” KCNA 
reported. 

The report briefly mentioned 
Kim’s summit with Trump but 
didn’t say the meeting failed to 
produce any agreement. The 
North’s main Rodong Sinmun 
newspaper previously reported 
that Kim and Trump had agreed 
to continue talks to resolve issues 
discussed in their Hanoi summit, 
but it didn’t mention the lack of 
agreement in the summit. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The military drills, or war 
games as I call them, were never 
even discussed in my mtg w/ Kim 
Jong Un of NK—FAKE NEWS!” 
he tweeted on Monday. “I made 
that decision long ago because it 
costs the US. far too much money 
to have those ‘games,’ especially 
since we are not reimbursed for 
the tremendous cost!” 

The Pentagon announced 
Saturday it was shelving the 
springtime drills known as Key 
Resolve/Foal Eagle and replacing 
them with smaller scale training 
drills that began Monday. 

It said the decision was made 
jointly with South Korea and 
“reflected our desire to reduce 
tension and support our diplo¬ 
matic efforts to achieve complete 
denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula in a final, fully verified 
manner.” 

The move was widely seen as 
a concession to the North, which 
considers the exercises to be re¬ 
hearsals for an invasion and fre¬ 
quently lashes out against them. 

Trump has long complained 
about the cost of military exercis¬ 
es as part of his demands for US. 
allies to pay more their own de- 


Some observers say the North’s 
propaganda services won’t report 
about the summit’s collapse to 
prevent Kim from suffering any 
damage in his leadership at home. 
They say Kim is desperate to win 
sanctions relief to try to resolve 
his country’s moribund economy 
and improve public livelihoods. 

After his summit with Trump, 
Kim had a two-day official visit 
to Vietnam that included a meet¬ 
ing with Vietnamese President 
Nguyen Phu Trong and paying 
his respects at the embalmed 


fense, including South Korea and 
NATO. But he also has called them 
“provocative” and linked them to 
efforts to persuade the North to 
relinquish its nuclear weapons, 
noting on Sunday that “reducing 
tensions with North Korea at this 
time is a good thing!” 

The president insisted the drills 
didn’t come up during his talks 
with Kim on Feb. 27-28 in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, which stalled due to dif¬ 
ferences on the scope of sanctions 
relief for the North and the defi¬ 
nition of denuclearization. 

The issue came to the fore after 
the first U.S.-North Korean sum¬ 
mit on June 12 in Singapore as 
Trump surprised allies and some 
of his own aides by announcing 
he was suspending the military 
exercises amid negotiations with 
the North. 

The Pentagon’s decision took 
that a step further by saying it 
decided “to conclude the KEY 
RESOLVE and FOAL EAGLE 
series of exercises.” It didn’t say 
anything about the other m^or 
drills known as Ulchi Freedom 
Guardian, which are usually held 
in the fall but were canceled last 
year. 

Retired Lt. Gen. Thomas 


body of national hero Ho Chi 
Minh. It was the first Vietnam 
visit by a North Korean leader 
since his late grandfather and 
North Korea founder Kim II Sung 
went in 1964. The KCNA dispatch 
Tuesday called Kim Jong Un’s 
Vietnam visit “successful.” 

The Hanoi summit between 
Trump and Kim followed their 
meeting in Singapore last June 
that ended with Kim’s vaguely 
worded promise to work toward 
“complete denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula.” 


Spoehr, director of the Center for 
National Defense at the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative US. 
think tank, called it “the wrong 
decision for the wrong reasons.” 

“Atypical exercise costs around 
$14 million—not a trivial amount, 
but necessary in order to practice 
military coordination with allies 
and iron out the wrinkles that in¬ 
evitably emerge in complex mili¬ 
tary operations,” Spoehr wrote in 
a commentary published Sunday 
on the foundation’s The Daily Sig¬ 
nal website. 

“The best military is of lit¬ 
tle value unless it is properly 
trained. And by canceling, not 
just suspending, these exercises, 
the US. is unilaterally lowering 
its readiness,” he said, noting 
that the North Koreans have not 
changed their training cycle or 
diminished their nuclear weap¬ 
ons capabilities. 

The United States has some 
28,500 servicemembers stationed 
in South Korea, which technical¬ 
ly remains at war with the North 
after their 1950-53 conflict ended 
in an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamel 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — The 
United States is more likely to 
be involved in a “shooting war” 
in the disputed South China Sea 
than the Philippines but the lat¬ 
ter would be embroiled in such a 
conflict just the same because of 
its 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty 
with Washington, the Philippine 
defense chief said Tuesday. 

Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana said the treaty needed 
to be re-examined to clear am¬ 
biguities that could cause chaos 
and confusion during a crisis. He 
cited China’s aggressive seizure 
in the mid-1990s of a Philippine- 
claimed reef, saying “The US. 
did not stop it.” 

The Philippine proposal for the 
treaty’s review was among the 
key topics when U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo met with 
President Rodrigo Duterte and 
other officials during an over¬ 
night visit to Manila last week. 

The treaty behind one of the 
longest-standing security alli¬ 
ances in Asia calls on the US. and 
the Philippines to come to each 
other’s defense against an exter¬ 
nal attack. In the past, the Philip¬ 
pines has tried to clarify whether 
the treaty would apply if its forces 
come under attack in a disputed 
region like the South China Sea, 
where it has been locked in tense 
territorial conflicts with China 
and four other governments. 

Pompeo assured the Philip¬ 
pines during his visit that Amer¬ 
ica will come to its defense if its 
forces, aircraft or ships come 
under armed attack in the South 
China Sea, the first such public 
U.S. assurance in recent times. 

The top American diplomat 
assured that the U.S. is commit¬ 
ted to ensuring the South China 
Sea remains open to all kinds of 
navigation and that “China does 
not pose a threat” of closing the 
disputed sea lanes. 

Lorenzana said U.S. forces, 
which have stepped up so-called 
freedom of navigation patrols in 
the strategic waterway, would 
more likely end up getting in¬ 
volved in an armed conflict than 
the Philippines, which he foresees 
would not engage any country in 
a war in the contested territories. 

“The United States, with the 
increased and frequent passage 
of its naval vessels in the West 
Philippine Sea, is more likely to 
be involved in a shooting war,” 
Lorenzana said in a statement, 
using the Philippine name for the 
South China Sea. 

“In such a case and on the basis 
of the Mutual Defense Treaty, the 
Philippines will be automatically 
involved,” Lorenzana said. 

“It is not the lack of reassurance 
that worries me. It is being in¬ 
volved in a war that we do not seek 


and do not want,” Lorenzana said. 

The long-seething territorial 
disputes are a key irritant be¬ 
tween Washington and Beijing, 
which has turned several disputed 
barren reefs into islands with run¬ 
ways and other military facilities. 
The U.S. has declared that the 
peaceful resolution of the disputes 
and freedom of navigation and 
overflight in the contested areas 
are in the U.S. national interest. 

Presidential spokesman Salva¬ 
dor Panelo said Tuesday the de¬ 
fense department was checking a 
report that Chinese vessels have 
been blocking Filipino fishermen 
from approaching sandbars near 
Philippine-occupied Thitu Island, 
which is called Pag-asa by Filipi¬ 
nos, in the disputed waters. 

Philippine officials have said 
China has deployed surveillance 
ships and fishing flotillas off three 
newly emerged sandbars called 
Sandy Cay near Thitu since 2017 
to prevent the Philippines from 
occupying them. 

In addition to China, the Phil¬ 
ippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Tai¬ 
wan and Brunei have overlapping 
claims in the strategic waters. 
U.S. Navy ships have sailed close 
to Chinese-occupied islands to as¬ 
sert freedom of navigation. 
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Navy helo rescues sick cruise ship passenger 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

A Navy rescue helicopter hoist¬ 
ed a sick passenger from the deck 
of a cruise ship Monday morning 
near Guam, the mission com¬ 
mander told Stars and Stripes. 

An MH-60S Knighthawk — the 
Navy’s version of the Black Hawk 
helicopter — from Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 25, lifted the 
passenger off the Arcadia, a 951- 
foot-long liner operated by a U.K. 
company called P&O Cruises. 

The Arcadia was on its way to 
Kagoshima, Japan, from Papua 
New Guinea, according to the 
cruise-tracking website crew- 
center.com. 

The Coast Guard on Guam 


called the squadron about 9:45 
p.m. Sunday to retrieve a passen¬ 
ger who had experienced a pos¬ 
sible heart attack, according to a 
Navy news release. The Knight¬ 
hawk crew waited until the ship 
was within the helicopter’s range, 
according to the news release. 

The six-man crew lifted off from 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, 
at 5:45 a.m. Monday. A flight sur¬ 
geon —a medical doctor who is not 
normally a crewmember — went 
along due to the nature of the call. 
Aircraft Commander Lt. Richard 
Schuster said. 

“I had never actually flown to a 
cruise ship,” he said. “We had to 
hover really high because there 
was nowhere to land.” 

That dictated hoisting the pa¬ 


tient from the Arcadia, an 11-deck 
ship, onto the aircraft, Schuster 
said. 

“It’s just not that common to 
have to hoist,” he said. “This situ¬ 
ation may have been unique; we 
usually land, but with all the train¬ 
ing we do with the equipment, it 
was almost second nature to us.” 

The passenger was taken to 
U.S. Naval Hospital Guam in sta¬ 
ble condition. 

The mission to the Arcadia 
marked the fifth emergency call 
this year for the squadron in 
Guam and the second medical 
evacuation. 

“Everyone did great,” Schuster 
said. 


godbold.theron@stripes.com 
Twitter: @TheronGodboid 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Naval Air Crewman (Helicopter) 2nd Class Ty Nichols, of Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron 25, is lowered to the deck of the MV Arcadia 
on Monday to provide emergency assistance to a cruise passenger 
in distress during a medical evacuation. 



Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


The photographer is blown a kiss by a participant at the Ramstein 
Carnival parade on Tuesday. 

Ramstein Carnival delayed by 
rain but the fun isn’t deterred 


By Michael Abrams 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN, Germany — 
Thousands of Carnival revelers 
didn’t let the elements spoil the 
fun, but it did rain on their parade 
on Tuesday. 

Despite rain, clouds and wind, 
throngs of costumed denizens 
lined the streets of this western 
German town to celebrate the final 
day of the carnival season with 
the 68th Westricher Fastnach- 
tumzug, as the parade is known 
locally, the largest in the Westp- 
falz region of Rheinland-Pfalz. 

There were cowboys and Indi¬ 
ans, clowns and witches among 


To view more photos of the 
Ramstein revelers, go to: 

stripes.com/go/carnival 




the spectators, and members of 
the U.S. Air Forces in Europe 
Band were among the more than 
1,000 participants in the parade. 

The weather did delay the start 
of the parade by an hour, and the 
route was shortened by half 

Local carnival groups threw 
candy to the thousands of specta¬ 
tors lining the streets as children 
scrambled to fill their bags with 
the goodies. 

abrams.mike@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripes_photog 


Yokosuka lets the good times roll 
with celebrations on Fat Tuesday 



Caitlin DooRNBOs/Stars and Stripes 


Paige Relethford, 4, decorates her miniature float during the USD’s 
Mardi Gras celebration at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Tuesday. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan—Thousands of miles across 
the Pacific from the bead-covered 
streets of the French Quarter, sail¬ 
ors and families celebrated Mardi 
Gras in Yokosuka with king cake, 
jazz music and good times. 

The USO hosted a two-hour 
party in the afternoon that helped 
bring a piece of home to sailors sta¬ 
tioned abroad. In the US., Mardi 
Gras — French for Fat Tuesday 
— is a time of celebration and the 
traditional lead-up to the Chris¬ 
tian season of Lent, observed dur¬ 
ing the 40 days before Easter. 

Lyndsey Stimson, the USO area 
programs manager for Japan, 
knew she’d miss the annual cel¬ 
ebration when she moved to Yo¬ 
kosuka eight months ago from 
her New Orleans home along the 
Mardi Gras parade route. So when 
the opportunity came to bring a 
taste of the C^un celebration to 
Japan, she jumped at the chance. 

“This event is really personal to 
me because I thought if I’m miss¬ 
ing New Orleans and Mardi Gras, 
there has to be other people on 
base who are missing the South 
and the traditions we have there,” 
she said. 

Children decorated miniature 
floats with purple, green and yel¬ 
low feathers and markers. They 
later marched with beads around 
their necks and their floats in tow 
in a parade led by a Navy band, 
which played classic jazz tunes 
that one might hear on Bourbon 
Street. 

Guests snacked on Louisiana 
fried chicken from Popeyes and 
searched for a plastic baby in tra¬ 
ditional king cakes shipped from 
Louisiana to Yokosuka for the 
event. 

Navy spouse Kathryn Mallery 
brought her sons, Nolan, 8, and 
Thomas, 12, to the party to teach 
them about a new culture. Before 
the festivities, Mallery showed her 
sons some YouTube videos about 
Mardi Gras so they could learn 
more. 


“We’ve never lived anywhere 
that they’ve had a big festival like 
New Orleans, 
but I thought 
this would be 
fun for them,” 
she said. 
Across 

the street at 
the Chapel 
of Hope, the 
base’s Catho- 
hc commu¬ 
nity threw a 
Fat Tuesday 
party — com¬ 
plete with fes¬ 
tive foods and 
a roasted pig 
— to mark the 
last day before 
Ash Wednes¬ 
day, the start 
of the Lenten 
season. 

Lent recalls 
the 40 days 
that Jesus 
Christ spent 
fasting in the desert and was 
tempted by Satan. 

Catholics and adherents of other 
Christian faiths often give up lux¬ 
uries or vices during Lent; going 


without meat on Fridays is a com¬ 
mon observance. Fat Tuesday is 
the last hurrah for the observant, 
a chance to indulge with friends 
before the penitential season of 
Lent begins. 

“The celebration of Fat Tues¬ 
day is a great launching point to 
the Lenten season,” said the Rev. 
Jason Burchell, a Navy lieutenant 
and chaplain. 

Burchell said the event helps 
build community that is essential 
to the spirits of sailors stationed 
far from home. 

“We have tried to create a com¬ 
munity that really feels like fam¬ 
ily,” he said. “A sailor who is well 
in all other things, especially spir¬ 
itually and mentally, makes for a 
very good sailor.” 

For Gishel Gumba, 9, partici¬ 
pating in both celebrations helped 
bring cheer to her family as they 
wait for her father. Chief Petty 
Officer Gilbert Gumba, to return 
home from deployment on the 
USS Blue Ridge. 

“While Dad is gone, we get to 
have fun,” Gumba said. “Deep in 
our hearts, we stiU feel him hav¬ 
ing fun with us.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


^ 'while 
Dad is 
gone, we 
get to have 

i fun. Deep 
in our 
hearts, we 
still feel 
him having 
fun with 
us.^ 

Gishel Gumba 

daughter of Chief 
Petty Officer 
Gilbert Gumba, 
who’s deployed 
on the USS Blue 
Ridge 
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Age is no limit 
for a hardy few 

Some manage to graduate from the US Army’s 
toughest training schools in their 40s and 50s 


By Chad Garland 
Stars and Stripes 


Austin PoPE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

Master Sgt. Jole Alvarez, right, of 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne), poses for a 
photo with a fellow Green Beret after Alvarez, 42, completed Ranger School at Fort 
Benning, Ga., in December. 


Soldiers from Ranger Class 05-18 look on as a rappelling demonstration takes 
place last April prior to the graduation ceremony at U.S. Army Ranger School in Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

Sgt. 1st Class 
John Slocum, 
center, is shown 
after graduating 
from Air Assault 
School at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, at 
the age of 56 
in December. 
Slocum is believed 
to be the oldest 
graduate from the 
school. 

Courtesy of John Slocum 



A weapons expert with 1st Special 
Forces Group (Airborne), Master 
Sgt. Jole Alvarez had completed 
some of the most challenging 
courses the Army has to offer, but Ranger 
School eluded him for two decades. 

He’d been slated to attend in 1999, but 
instead was sent to Combat Diver Qualifi¬ 
cation Course first. Then the 9/11 attacks 
kicked off years of high operations tempo 
that kept him posted overseas or deployed 
much of the time since. 

Late last year, he got his chance. 

“They called me ‘ Jole’ or ‘The Old Man,’ ” 
Alvarez said of his peers and instructors in 
a recent interview. For him, it was a chance 
to “get amongst the younger guys and see 
where you sit.” 

Alvarez earned his Ranger tab at Fort 
Benning, Ga., in December at 42, nearly 
two decades older than the average student, 
about half of whom typically fall out be¬ 
fore completing the 62-day leadership and 
small-unit tactics course. Alvarez is one of 
two soldiers to recently complete physical¬ 
ly grueling courses at a time in their hves 
when many soldiers might be tempted to 
coast into retirement. 

Also in December, Sgt. 1st Class John 
Slocum, 56, completed the Army’s Air As¬ 
sault School — often billed as the toughest 
10-day course in the Army — at Fort Bhss, 
Texas. Officials there beheve he may be the 
course’s oldest graduate. 

“It’s one of my better accomplishments,” 
Slocum said. “This one here is something I 
wanted.” 

Students at the school learn skills for 
combat helicopter insertion, sling load rig¬ 
ging and rappelhng, among others. Perhaps 
the only same-length Army course that’s 
tougher is the pretrial for aspiring combat 
divers, known as the Maritime Assessment 
Course, said Alvarez, the Green Beret. 

In April, Slocum will have served 22 
years in the military, beginning as a Marine 
artillery observer in 1981. After a four-year 
hitch in the Corps and a year in the National 
Guard, the New York native left the service 
until 2003, when he joined the Army Re¬ 
serves as a cannon crew member, becom¬ 
ing a drill sergeant in 2004. 

For the next decade and a half, he sought 
to attend Air Assault School, but it was tough 
to get a seat as a reservist, he said in a recent 
interview. His opportunity came when he 
got active-duty orders to Fort Hood, Texas, 
where he’s now serving as an observer con¬ 
troller/trainer on ranges there. 

Fifth time’s the charm 

Four times Slocum completed a pretrial, 
as required by his brigade, but didn’t get 
a slot in the school. His fifth time was the 
charm. 

Despite the preparation, which included 
twice-weekly ruck marches and lots of run¬ 
ning on his own, it wasn’t easy, he said. 

“They broke me off pretty good,” he 
wrote in an email. “I think if I did this at 


a younger age [it would have] been better, 
but it was something I had my mind set I 
wanted to do.” 

Physically, he often need more recovery 
time than younger soldiers, but he felt he 
held his own, partly because a younger sol¬ 
dier had “put me through the wringer” to 
prepare. The classroom side of the course 
was what challenged him the most, since he 
wasn’t used to cramming for tests, he said. 

Some troops in their late 40s and early 
50s have completed the course, and Slocum 
said he’d heard of one other soldier over 55 
who’d attempted it, though he quit on the 12- 
mile ruck march, the course’s final event. “I 
get that far. I’m crawhng,” Slocum said. 

Alvarez is also among a rarified group of 
older Ranger School graduates, though not 
the oldest. That distinction is held by Rob 
Fortenberry, a command sergeant mqjor 
with the Fort Drum, N.Y.-based 10th Moun¬ 
tain Division’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
who graduated at age 45 in July 2016, ac¬ 
cording to an Army news release. 

Age has some advantages for students 
who train 20 hours a day with minimal food 
and sleep, said Col. Chris Colavita, who 
earned his tab a few months shy of his 40th 
birthday in 2009. Younger soldiers often 
need more sleep and may lack perspective 
on the course’s hardships. 

“They can only hurt you so much,” Co¬ 
lavita said of the instructors. 

About four hours was a good night’s sleep 
for him in his regular life at the time, he 
said. A more difficult adjustment was men¬ 
tal — he hadn’t had to lead a squad or pla¬ 
toon in about 15 years. 

Special Forces ethos 

At 42, no one would have held it against 
him that he didn’t have a Ranger tab, Al¬ 
varez said, but completing the course was 
about living up to the Special Forces ethos. 
He’d have done the school even if it took five 
more years, he said. “If you’re going to talk 
the talk, you better walk the walk,” he said. 
“I’m not going to rest on my laurels.” 

Used to putting in “hard yards” in his 
daily regimen, he added a couple of road 
marches to prepare for Ranger School, he 
said. Years of experience as a combat diver 
helped keep him going whenever the course 
got particularly tough. 

“I can breathe right now,” he’d say to 
himself, a reminder that he’d been through 
worse underwater. 

The course did bring unique discomforts, 
such as bitter temperatures during the 
mountain phase in Dahlonega, Ga., which 
the Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.- 
based soldier said was probably the cold¬ 
est he’s ever been. “I’m still getting used to 
feeling my fingers and toes,” he said. 

A 22-year Army veteran, Alvarez comes 
from a “lineage of duty to country” that 
includes grandfathers who served in the 
storied 101st Airborne and 1st Infantry 
divisions during World War II and three 
uncles who served in Vietnam. His younger 
brother, who fought in Afghanistan, served 
in the 75th Ranger Regiment and complet¬ 
ed Ranger School before him. 


Alvarez has deployed many times since 
9/11, he said, and plans to continue serving 
as long as he can cut it. 

“I’ve got a few more years,” he said. “As 
long as my body’s still holding up. I’m still 
of sound mind and I’m able to keep up with 
guys that are half my age, then I still want 
to give back to my country.” 

Slocum is looking to become an Army 
master fitness trainer and hopes to attend 
Airborne School, though he’s not sure he’ll 
get the chance. The typical cutoff age for 
jump school is 35, though older soldiers 


have earned their wings. 

For Alvarez, the delay in going to Ranger 
School meant he missed out on a few things. 
He and his younger brother. Staff Sgt. James 
Perez, had discussed competing together in 
the Best Ranger competition, but never got 
the chance. Perez died in an August 2017 
training accident in Texas at age 28. 

“He was going to be the guy that pinned 
my Ranger tab on me,” Alvarez said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 






Caleb VANCE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air National Guard 
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Prominent French jihadis killed in Syria 


By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

OUTSIDE BAGHOUZ, Syria — A prom¬ 
inent French militant who joined Islamic 
State, Jean-Michel Clain, died over the 
weekend from wounds suffered in an ear¬ 
lier airstrike that killed his jihadi brother, 
his wife said Tuesday as she emerged from 
the group’s last pocket of land in Syria. 

The wife, who identified herself only as 
Dorothee, said another French woman who 
had joined ISIS, Hayat Boumeddiene, was 
killed in another strike in Syria last week. 
Boumeddiene had been wanted by French 
police as a suspected accomplice in a 2015 
attack in the Paris region. 

Dorothee was one of hundreds of people 
who on Tuesday streamed out of Bag- 
houz, the last village held by ISIS, under 
stepped-up assault the past four days by 
U.S.-backed forces. The latest wave of 
evacuations brings the final defeat of ISIS 
by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces one step closer — a milestone in the 
devastating four-year campaign to defeat 



Andrea Rosa/AP 


A child stands on the back of a truck after 
being evacuated out of the last territory 
held by Islamic State militants outside 
Baghouz, Syria, on Monday. 

the group’s so-called “caliphate” that once 
covered a vast territory straddling both 
Syria and Iraq. 

Dorothee, who is also French, told The 
Associated Press that the situation inside 
Baghouz was a “horror film,” saying there 


is a “massacre” inside, with constant shoot¬ 
ing. People had to lie flat to avoid the cross¬ 
fire, she said, adding that her 7-year-old 
daughter was killed and her other daughter 
wounded by an explosion two weeks ago. 

Speaking at a desert reception area 
where SDF fighters were screening the 
evacuees, the 38-year-old said she does 
not want to go back to France and that she 
wants “France to leave me alone.” 

Her account closes a chapter on a num¬ 
ber of French militants who were connect¬ 
ed to attacks in past years in and around 
Paris and who then made their way to ISIS’ 
“caliphate” and finally, as it crumbled, to 
this tiny village on the Euphrates River. 

Her husband, Jean-Michel Clain, was 
wounded in a Feb. 20 airstrike in Bag¬ 
houz that killed his brother, Fabien, one 
of Europe’s most wanted ISIS members. 
The U.S.-led coalition announced Fabien’s 
death several days after the strike. 

The two brothers joined ISIS together 
and Fabien went on to become the group’s 
voice in France. Fabien’s voice was on an 
ISIS recording claiming responsibility for 


the worst terrorist violence in France’s 
modern history — a series of bombings 
and shootings in Paris in November 2015 
that killed 130 people. 

Jean-Michel held on for a little over a 
week after the airstrike. Dorothee said she 
tried to treat him, but his feet were torn 
apart and one side of his body was crushed. 
“He suffered,” she said. “There was no 
hospital.” He died on Sunday, she said. 

Boumeddiene was killed in a separate 
airstrike in Baghouz about a week ago, 
Dorothee said. Other French citizens who 
left Baghouz on Tuesday said Boumeddi¬ 
ene was believed to have been staying in a 
house used by French citizens that was hit 
last week. 

Boumeddiene was the widow of Amedy 
Coulibaly, a Frenchman who attacked a ko¬ 
sher supermarket in Paris in January 2015, 
days after two other militants — brothers 
Cherif and Said Kouachi — gunned down 
the staff of the weekly satirical magazine 
Charlie Hebdo. Coulibaly killed four peo¬ 
ple in the supermarket before French po¬ 
lice stormed in and killed him. 


Air Force major faces charge related to wife’s disappearance 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — An Air 
Force m^or based in San Antonio 
bought a shovel, an ax, gasoline 
and a “burn barrel” a day after 
his wife was reported missing 
and then tried to destroy the re¬ 
ceipt, according to investigators. 

Andre McDonald, 40, was in¬ 
dicted Sunday on a charge of 
tampering with or fabricating 
evidence in the disappearance 


of his wife, Andreen McDonald, 
29, who police believe is dead, 
the San Antonio Express-News 
reported. 

Bexar County Sheriff Javier 
Salazar said friends reported 
Andreen McDonald missing Fri¬ 
day and her husband purchased 
the materials Saturday morning. 
Law enforcement found the items 
Saturday evening after obtaining 
a second search warrant for the 
couple’s home, Salazar said. 


Navy recruit dies during 
fitness test at boot camp 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Navy re¬ 
cruit died during her final fitness 
test at boot camp, one week before 
she was to graduate, according 
to the Navy’s Recruit Training 
Command. 

Seaman Recruit Kierra Evans, 
20, collapsed 
following a 
physical fit¬ 
ness assess¬ 
ment on Feb. 

22, Lt. Jo¬ 
seph Pfaff, a 
spokesman 
for Recruit 
Training 
Command 
Great Lakes, 
wrote in an 
email statement. Evans was im¬ 
mediately given first aid and 
transported to Northwestern 
Lake Forest Hospital, where she 
died several hours later. 

“The Navy and Recruit Train¬ 
ing Command take the welfare 
of our sailors very seriously and 
are investigating the cause of this 
tragic loss,” Pfaff wrote. 

The fitness assessment was 
given during her sixth week of 


boot camp prior to graduation, 
following weeks of physical train¬ 
ing, Pfaff said. The assessment 
has three portions: curlups, push¬ 
ups and a run. 

An online obituary for Evans 
stated she graduated in 2017 from 
Neville High School in Monroe, 
La., where she had been a mem¬ 
ber of the Navy Junior ROTC for 
four years. 

Evans’ burial was Saturday, 
one day after she was supposed to 
graduate boot camp, according to 
the obituary. 

“A tragedy like this is rare,” 
Pfaff said. The last time a recruit 
died during a training incident 
was more than four years ago. 

“The Navy and Recruit Train¬ 
ing Command have the highest 
focus on recruit safety and wel¬ 
fare, including medical screen¬ 
ing, monitoring of activities by 
medical personnel, recruit divi¬ 
sion commanders, and support 
staff, while executing a carefully 
developed curriculum,” he said. 

The boot camp is in Great 
Lakes, Ill., and all Navy enlist¬ 
ees train there for eight weeks, 
according to Recruit Training 
Command. Between 38,000 and 
40,000 recruits graduate from 
there every year, 
kenney.caifliniijstripes.com 



Evans 


“It led us to believe that these 
were implements that were going 
to be used to dispose of a body,” 
Salazar said. 

The find “really drives home 
to us: We beheve that Andreen 
McDonald is no longer hving,” he 
said. 

Investigators also found pieces 
of a receipt that they accused 
Andre McDonald of having torn 
up, Salazar said. 

“There was quite a bit of effort 


that went into destroying that re¬ 
ceipt to try to prevent us seeing 
where [the evidence] was pur¬ 
chased,” he said. 

Andre McDonald works at a cy¬ 
berwarfare unit at the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland. 

Deputies have been search¬ 
ing wooded areas in north Bexar 
County for Andreen McDonald, 
Salazar said. Authorities haven’t 
questioned the couple’s 6-year- 
old daughter, who has autism and 


is mostly nonverbal, he said. 

“The fact that this young lady, 
mom to this beautiful little child, 
is out in the woods somewhere 
quite possibly doesn’t sit well with 
me,” Salazar said. 

“I’m not going to rest until we 
find her and we get her back to 
her family.” 

He said anyone with informa¬ 
tion on Andreen McDonald’s 
whereabouts should contact the 
department. 
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Housing: Families feel ‘they 
have no advocate’ in military 



Carlos BoNciOANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Military spouses, from left, Crystal Cornwall, Jana Wanner and Janna Driver prepare to testify Feb. 13 at 
a Senate Armed Services subcommittee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I hope they are going to rec¬ 
ognize there is a big problem,” 
Cornwall, 35, who is now based 
out of Marine Corps Base Quan- 
tico in northern Virginia, said of 
lawmakers and military leaders. 
“The military has to start believ¬ 
ing their own people.” 

The concerns have coalesced 
into what appears to be the largest 
crisis to hit military housing since 
a 1996 privatization initiative let 
outside contractors take over the 
residences. Previously, the mili¬ 
tary managed the properties. 

In recent months, the military’s 
services have hosted dozens of 
town halls on bases. Some fami¬ 
lies, previously afraid to speak for 
fear of retahation, are increasing¬ 
ly coming forward. 

On Friday, Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson met privately 
with families at MacDill Air Force 
Base, where she asked command 
staff to leave so they could speak 
freely. On Thursday, the Senate 
Armed Services Committee is 
slated to hold its second hearing 
on mihtary housing problems to 
examine the chain of command’s 
role in the crisis, with service 
secretaries and chiefs slated to 
testify. 

“I heard compelling testimony 
from military famihes and read 
statements from dozens more who 
have endured horrific living con¬ 
ditions,” Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said in a 
recent statement. “Families felt 
they had no advocate within the 
military to ensure they had high- 
quality, affordable housing. That 
is unacceptable, and we need to 
ensure that the chain of command 
appropriately supports these fam¬ 
ilies entrusted to their care.” 

Dallas-based Lincoln Military 
Housing, which manages 37,000 
residences, will also listen to fami¬ 
ly concerns when it hosts a private 
town hall at Quantico on Thurs¬ 
day evening, said Trent Duffy, a 
spokesman for Lincoln. 

“I regret when even one ser- 
vicemember family feels we have 
come up short,” Jarl Bliss, presi¬ 
dent of Lincoln, said at a recent 
Senate hearing. “I deeply regret 
any of our famihes feel this way.” 

Leadership responds 

During a Feb. 27 subpanel meet¬ 
ing of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, personnel leadership 
of each military branch said the 
housing issue is a priority and 
commanders were visiting hous¬ 
ing areas to see for themselves 
what the living conditions are 
for servicemembers and their 
families. 

“Our commanders have a re¬ 
sponsibility for making sure our 
airmen and their families are 
taken care of,” said Air Force Lt. 
Gen. Brian Kelly, deputy chief of 
staff for manpower, personnel and 
services. 

Top officials from the Penta¬ 
gon’s four military services have 
vowed to make the issue of unfit 
privatized housing a top prior¬ 
ity. Across the United States and 
at posts oversees, top installation 
officials have held town hall meet¬ 


ings to hear directly from the fam¬ 
ilies of servicemembers affected 
by housing problems. 

The Army’s top leaders, for ex¬ 
ample, have pledged to inspect 
privatized, on-post housing fa¬ 
cilities any time they travel to a 
service installation. In mid-Febru¬ 
ary, Army Secretary Mark Esper, 
Gen. Mark Milley, the service’s 
top general, and Sgt. Mqj. of the 
Army Daniel Dailey, the Army’s 
senior enlisted leader, visited Fort 
Meade, Md., to inspect troubled 
housing. 

“We owe our soldiers and their 
families safe, high-quality hous¬ 
ing,” Milley said after that visit. 
“That did not happen in a trou¬ 
bling number of cases, and that is 
unacceptable. We have to do bet¬ 
ter and we will.” 

Those senior leaders later met 
with the leaders of companies run¬ 
ning privatized, on-base housing 
and discussed housing conditions 
raised by Army families. They 
agreed to establish a “Tenant Bill 
of Rights” that would create stan¬ 
dardized procedures for families 
to raise issues and companies to 
address them. The terms are ex¬ 
pected to be revealed in the com¬ 
ing days, two defense officials said. 
The other services are expected to 
establish similar polices. 

The new legislative and Defense 
Department efforts were launched 
after a 2018 series by Reuters ex¬ 
posed extensive disrepair and 
dilapidated conditions found at 
military housing properties. Peo¬ 
ple included in the series, such as 
Cornwall, recounted battles with 
the private companies that man¬ 
age the homes at a congressional 
hearing last month. 

Families take action 

Now, Cornwall is in the midst of 
launching a new nonprofit called 
Safe Military Housing Initiative 
after running into her own resi¬ 
dential nightmares and hearing 
hundreds of more cases from 
other families. Coffman, the wife 
of a retiring Marine mqjor general 
once based at Camp Pendleton in 
Southern California, is planning 
to serve on the nonprofit’s board. 

“We found out there’s a whole 
community out there,” Coffman, 
65, said of her work on this issue, 
which began in 2016. 

Nearly a decade ago, Cornwall’s 
family was based at Keesler Air 
Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., where 
termites fell out of their hght fix¬ 
tures onto their beds. Starting in 
2014, they were based at Camp 
Pendleton, where the family bat¬ 
tled mold issues and costly move- 
out charges. 

Coffman, who lived in general’s 
housing at Camp Pendleton at 
about the same time, was horri¬ 
fied to discover while visiting a 
friend’s house that she had no air 
conditioning because it was not 
allowed. The upstairs tempera¬ 
ture was 84 degrees, nearly 20 
degrees hotter than the outside 
temperature at the time, Coffman 
remembered. 

“It was a beautiful May day, 68 
degrees outside,” she said. But “I 
got to the top of the steps and it 
was blazing hot. None of the win¬ 
dows were open. I had no idea. I 


was out of the loop.” 

Coffman, who worked in real 
estate, reported the concerns to 
Lincoln, which manages the Camp 
Pendleton homes. She didn’t hear 
much about fixes after that. 

“I kind of let the subject go, but 
started collecting stories from 
neighbors,” she said. At Camp 
Pendleton, Coffman found many 
of homes had windows that were 
low to the floor and were blocked 
by furniture downstairs or re¬ 
mained closed upstairs for fear of 
children or pets falling out. 

Coffman started to help mea¬ 
sure temperatures in the homes, 
and some of them went as high 
as 104 degrees. Then she heard 
of mold growing on walls, family 
furniture and even military uni¬ 
forms. That year, Coffman started 
to see water intrusion through her 
own windows and began to see 
signs of mold. She later developed 
her own health issues. 

Through her work, Coffman 
heard Cornwall was batthng cost¬ 
ly fees for moving out of her Camp 
Pendleton home in 2017. That’s 
when Coffman and Cornwall 
joined forces. 

By December, they had col¬ 
lected hundreds of accounts of 
mold contamination, dangerous 
temperatures, pest infestations, 
contamination and other concerns 
plaguing mihtary houses across 
the country. 


Cornwall and Coffman col¬ 
laborated on a report with photos 
and accounts of housing problems 
from affected servicemembers. 
They submitted the packet to the 
Pentagon’s family readiness coun¬ 
cil, along with a dozen letters from 
residents detailing specific cases. 

Looking for solutions 

Coffman said she’s glad the 
media, lawmakers and mihtary 
leaders are now paying atten¬ 
tion, though this wasn’t the path 
they envisioned for rectifying the 
concerns. They hoped it could 
be addressed along the chain of 
command. 

“We have been working this a 
very, very long time,” Cornwall 
said. “Nobody was listening.” 

Now, Cornwall and Coffman are 
worried whether the crisis can be 
stopped. For example, there’s an 
overarching concern that building 
structures and materials used in 
the newer mihtary homes could 
be contributing to mold and other 
troubles, Coffman said. 

“If ah they do is just try to slap 
on some Band-Aid solutions and 
not take a comprehensive look,” 
then this problem won’t be solved, 
Coffman said. 

Cornwall testified that during 
two years of researching mih¬ 
tary housing, she saw peeling 


lead paint at a residence at Fort 
Belvoir in Fairfax County, Va.; 
a collapsing, moldy ceiling at a 
Camp Lejeune home in Jackson¬ 
ville, N.C.; residential mice in¬ 
festation at Camp Pendleton; and 
water leaks at private homes at 
Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. 

Mold growth, rodent and pest 
infestations, moisture intrusion, 
exposure to lead, asbestos and 
radon continue to plague mihtary 
famihes across the country, she 
said. In addition, Cornwall said 
mihtary famihes fighting for safe 
housing, in some cases, have met 
with retahation in the form of in¬ 
timidation, personal attacks and 
attempts to discredit and silence 
them. 

She has implored lawmakers to 
consider amending or canceling 
their 50-year contracts with priva¬ 
tized housing providers, let fami¬ 
hes have new legal options to fight 
back and allow them the ability to 
withhold housing allowances until 
residences are safe and habitable. 

Cornwall is also concerned 
who is going to handle and pay for 
the long-term illnesses and other 
health impacts that have plagued 
affected mihtary families in the 
wake of their housing problems. 

Stars and Stripes writers Corey 
Dickstein and Caitlin Kenney contrib¬ 
uted to this report 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 



Who deserves a thank you? 

Join us in giving MCX Iwakuni kudos 

for donating copies of Stars and Stripes 

to members of our military community at MCAS Iwakuni. 

We appreciate the support! 

To subscribe to Stars and Stripes, please visit 
subscribe.stripes.com or email 
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Senators decry 
WH briefing on 
Khashoggi case 

These folks had no new information’ 



Randall Benton/AP 


Stevante Clark, the brother of Stephon Clark, speaks during a 
news conference in Sacramento, Calif., on Sunday. A protest 
Monday night over the March 2018 shooting of Stephon Clark by 
Sacramento police ended with at least 80 arrests, police said. 

80 arrested during 
Sacramento police 
shooting protest 


By Susannah George 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senators 
left a closed-door briefing with 
Trump administration officials 
Monday deeply frustrated by 
the lack of new information on 
the killing of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, with some raising 
the prospect of placing new sanc¬ 
tions on the government of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Lawmakers had instructed 
President Donald Trump to order 
an investigation into Khashoggi’s 
killing by invoking the Global 
Magnitsky Act. The request was 
made in October, which gave the 
president 120 days to respond. 
But the White House declined to 
submit a report by the deadline, 
angering members of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

New Jersey Sen. Bob Menen- 
dez, the top Democrat on the 
panel, called the briefing “a 
farce” and said Trump still needs 
to give Congress an answer. 

“The law’s very clear; there 
needed to be a determination,” 
Menendez said. 

Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy, 
of Connecticut, said the briefing 
Monday contained “zero” new in¬ 
formation. He criticized the lack 
of an intelligence official among 
the briefers, a move he described 
as “purposeful.” 

“They don’t want us to have a 
conversation about the intelli¬ 
gence,” he said, referring to the 
White House. “These folks had 
no new information and were 
not permitted to give us any new 
information.” 

Khashoggi, a writer for The 
Washington Post, was killed in 
a Saudi Arabian consulate in Is¬ 
tanbul last year by Saudi agents. 
The Saudi government said the 
slaying was carried out by rogue 
operatives and denied Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — White suprem¬ 
acist groups in the U.S. tried to 
spread their propaganda at a 
record-setting rate last year, in¬ 
creasingly picking targets beyond 
college campuses, a Jewish civil 
rights group said Tuesday. 

The Anti-Defamation League 
counted a 182 percent increase 
in propaganda incidents by white 
supremacists, from 421 such 
cases in 2017 to 1,187 in 2018. 


had any involvement. 

Lawmakers have said they be¬ 
lieve the Saudi crown prince or¬ 
dered the killing, but Trump has 
been reluctant to place blame. 

Absent a determination from 
Trump, Menendez said the Sen¬ 
ate has to do something, “unless 
it is willing to accept the death of 
a U.S. resident, a journalist.” 

Republican Sen. Marco Rubio, 
of Florida, another member of the 
committee, said, “The Senate will 
have to decide if it’s going to im¬ 
pose its own sanctions.” 

The dispute over Khashoggi’s 
death comes at a point of ris¬ 
ing tensions between the White 
House and Congress over the 
U.S.-Saudi relationship, fueled 
in part by the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s involvement in Yemen’s 
civil war. With U.S. weapons and 
logistical support, Saudi Arabia 
is fighting a protracted war in 
the country, creating the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis. 

After Khashoggi’s death last 
year, the Senate passed a resolu¬ 
tion with an overwhelming ma¬ 
jority calling for the U.S. to end 
its support for the Yemen cam¬ 
paign, though that resolution did 
not pass the House. The Senate 
is expected to take up the issue 
again in the coming weeks, reviv¬ 
ing the debate. 

While it’s unclear if the Yemen 
resolution can again pass the 
Senate, members of both parties 
made clear they aren’t moving on 
from Khashoggi. Idaho Sen. Jim 
Risch, the Republican chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, released a statement 
pledging the investigation would 
continue. 

“We will not let it go,” he said. 

The Global Magnitsky Act of 
2016 makes it possible to impose 
entry bans and targeted sanc¬ 
tions on individuals for commit¬ 
ting human rights violations or 
acts of significant corruption. 


College campuses remained a 
primary target for hateful flyers, 
but the New York-based ADL said 
the number of off-campus pro¬ 
paganda incidents soared from 
129 in 2017 to 868 last year. The 
ADL says two white supremacist 
groups accounted for 636 of those 
incidents. 

“The propaganda, which in¬ 
cludes everything from veiled 
white supremacist language 
to explicitly racist images and 
words, often features a recruit- 


Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — A 
protest over the shooting of an un¬ 
armed black man by Sacramento 
police has ended with at least 
80 arrests, police said. Among 
those detained were clergy and a 
reporter. 

Capt. Norm Leong tweeted that 
the protest Monday night ended 
with “80 plus arrests. Still pro¬ 
cessing it all. “ 

Dozens of people staged the 
march in a wealthy area of the 
city after prosecutors declined 
to file charges against police who 
shot Stephon Clark last March. 
The officers said they thought 
Clark, 22, had a gun, but he was 
holding a cellphone. 

About IVi hours into the dem¬ 
onstration, police ordered pro¬ 
testers to disperse. 

Remaining demonstrators 
were later surrounded on a free¬ 
way overpass. The Sacramento 
Bee reported. 

Police handcuffed at least 
three clergy members and Bee 
reporter Dale Kasler, who was 
covering the demonstration, the 


ment element, and frequently tar¬ 
gets minority groups, including 
Jews, Blacks, Muslims, nonwhite 
immigrants and the LGBTQ com¬ 
munity,” the ADL’s report says. 

The ADL found a modest in¬ 
crease in propaganda activity 
on campuses, with 319 incidents 
at 212 colleges and universities, 
up from 292 campus incidents in 
2017. 

The group also counted 91 ral¬ 
lies or other public events attend¬ 
ed by white supremacists in 2018, 


newspaper reported. 

Kasler’s hands were twist-tied 
and he was led away as other 
reporters shouted that he was 
a member of the media on as¬ 
signment, The Bee said. He was 
standing with several protesters 
when he was detained, the news¬ 
paper reported. The reporter was 
released after he had been held 
for an hour, the newspaper said. 

Mayor Darrell Steinberg told 
The Bee in a text message that he 
questioned the police’s response 
to the protest. 

“I’m very disappointed that 
the protest ended the way it did,” 
Steinberg said. “I have many 
questions about what caused the 
order to disperse and the subse¬ 
quent arrests. I will withhold fur¬ 
ther comment until I get answers 
to these crucial questions tonight 
or tomorrow morning.” 

The mayor also told The Bee 
that he’s upset about the report¬ 
er’s arrest. “No matter what pre¬ 
cipitated this order to disperse, 
no member of the press should be 
detained for covering a protest,” 
Steinberg said in a phone call to 
the newspaper. 


up from 76 in 2017. 

Jonathan Greenblatt, the 
group’s CEO and national direc¬ 
tor, said posting flyers is a “tried 
and true tactic” for hate groups. 

“Hate groups were emboldened 
in 2018, but their increasing reli¬ 
ance on hate leafleting indicates 
that most of their members un¬ 
derstand this is a fringe activity 
and are unwilling to risk great¬ 
er public exposure or arrest,” 
Greenblatt said in a statement. 


Author retracts article 
about slain DNC staffer 

WASHINGTON — A conserva¬ 
tive author and conspiracy theorist 
entangled in the special counsel’s 
Russia investigation said Monday 
he had retracted an article that 
made false allegations about a 
Democratic National Committee 
staffer killed in 2016. 

Jerome Corsi said on his web¬ 
site that he had relied “upon in¬ 
accurate information” when he 
alleged last year that Seth Rich 
and his brother were involved in 
downloading and leaking DNC 
emails to WikiLeaks. The article 
was published last March by In- 
foWars, where Corsi had worked 
as the Washington bureau chief 

Rich was killed in July 2016 in 
what Washington police believe 
was a random robbery attempt. 

Art collected before 
WWII goes to auction 

DALLAS — About 200 works of 
art from a Jewish lawyer’s collec¬ 
tion that were spirited out of Nazi 
Germany to the U.S. are going up 
for auction. 

The works collected by Ismar 
Littmann being offered Tues¬ 
day at Swann Auction Galleries 
in New York were brought out of 
Germany before World War II by 
Littmann’s son. Littmann killed 
himself in 1934. 

His son, Edward, immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1933. He returned to 
Germany after his father died and 
was able to ship around 800 works 
back to the US., said Edward’s 
son, John, 61, of Houston. 

Woman wbo left US to 
join ISIS loses In court 

WASHINGTON — An Alabama 
woman who joined Islamic State 
lost a first round on Monday in 
a legal fight to return to the U.S. 
with her toddler son. 

U.S. District Judge Reggie 
Walton denied a request for “ex¬ 
pedited” proceedings for Hoda 
Muthana. Walton said Muthana’s 
lawyers failed to establish that the 
woman and her 18-month-old son 
face imminent danger in alhed 
custody in Syria. 

Muthana, 24, who married three 
ISIS fighters, says she regrets 
joining and wants to return to the 
U.S. for the sake of her child, even 
if that means facing charges. 

The U.S. has determined Muth¬ 
ana isn’t a citizen because her fa¬ 
ther was a Yemeni diplomat to the 
United Nations when she was born 
in New Jersey. 

Calif.: Plan to take back 
rail money ‘disastrous’ 

SACRAMENTO, Calif—Lead¬ 
ers of California’s high-speed rail 
project told the Trump adminis¬ 
tration Monday its plans to take 
back $2.5 billion in federal money 
and withhold another $1 bilhon 
earmarked for the project consti¬ 
tute “disastrous policy.” 

Terminating the money “would 
cause massive disruption, disloca¬ 
tion, and waste, damaging the re¬ 
gion and endangering the future of 
high-speed rail in California and 
elsewhere in the nation,” Brian 
Kelly, the chief executive for the 
project, wrote in a letter to Jamie 
Rennert of the Federal Railroad 
Administration. 

From The Associated Press 
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Califomia Attorney General Xavier Becerra and other Democratic 
lawmakers are seeking to overturn new obstacles the Trump 
administration set up for women seeking abortions. 


Calif., 20 other states to 
sue over abortion rule 


By Paul Elias 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Califor¬ 
nia and 20 other Democratic-led 
states announced they were chal¬ 
lenging the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s effort to set up obstacles 
for women seeking abortions, 
including barring taxpayer-fund¬ 
ed family planning clinics from 
referring patients to abortion 
providers. 

California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra said Monday that 
the state filed its own federal law¬ 
suit in San Francisco that aims to 
block a new family planning rule 
from the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Department. Opponents 
of the rule say it would shift mil¬ 
lions of dollars from Planned 
Parenthood to faith-based family 
planning organizations. 

Twenty states and Washington, 
D.C., said they would sue sepa¬ 
rately Tuesday. The states are: 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mex¬ 
ico, New York, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. 


Washington’s Democratic at¬ 
torney general also previously 
said the state would challenge the 
rule. 

Trump administration officials 
have told abortion opponents that 
they expected a number of legal 
challenges to the new family 
planning rule, which also prohib¬ 
its federally funded family plan¬ 
ning clinics from being housed 
in the same place as abortion 
providers. 

Planned Parenthood and other 
groups representing the clinics 
say the physical separation of fa¬ 
cilities would be costly and all but 
impossible to fulfill. Supporters 
of the rule, such as Californians 
for Life, expect funding for faith- 
based family planning organiza¬ 
tions to increase. 

Health and Human Services 
Department declined to com¬ 
ment, citing the litigation. The 
changes to the federal family 
planning program are scheduled 
to go into effect in May unless 
blocked in court. 

The lawsuit in California is 
the latest of dozens of legal chal¬ 
lenges that it and other states led 
by Democrats have filed in a bid 
to block Trump administration 
policies. 


Scottish rape suspect’s 
Calif, death may be hoax 


Associated Press 

MONTEREY, Calif — North¬ 
ern California authorities say a 
Scottish man facing rape charges 
at home may have faked his death 
last week off the Carmel coast. 

The Los Angeles Times report¬ 
ed Monday that divers and heli¬ 
copters searched for three days 
after Kim Gordon’s 17-year-old 
son called 911 to report that his 
father vanished on Feb. 25 after 
going for a nighttime swim in 
treacherous waters in Monterey. 

Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Capt. John Thornburg said 
searchers found no trace of Gor¬ 


don at Monastery Beach. 

Thornburg said detectives 
began to suspect a hoax because 
the son’s account lacked crucial 
details, including where exactly 
Gordon was swimming. Further¬ 
more, the son could not adequate¬ 
ly explain how he and his father 
traveled to California’s central 
coast after traveling by air from 
Scotland to Los Angeles. 

Thornburgh said detectives dis¬ 
covered late last week that Gor¬ 
don, who’s from the Edinburgh 
area, is wanted on 24 counts of 
rape in Scotland. His son has 
since returned home and has not 
been charged with any crimes. 


Second man appears to be 
HIV-free after transplant 



Manuel Valdes/AP 


Timothy Ray Brown, also known as the “Berlin patient,” was the 
first person to be cured of HIV infection more than a decade ago. A 
second apparent success has now been reported. 


By Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — A London man 
appears to be free of the AIDS 
virus after a stem cell trans¬ 
plant, the second success includ¬ 
ing the “Berlin patient,” doctors 
reported. 

The therapy had an early suc¬ 
cess with Timothy Ray Brown, a 
U.S. man treated in Germany who 
is 12 years post-transplant and 
still free of HIV. Until now. Brown 
is the only person thought to have 
been cured of infection with HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

Such transplants are danger¬ 
ous and have failed in other pa¬ 
tients. They’re also impractical 
to try to cure the millions already 
infected. 

The latest case “shows the cure 
of Timothy Brown was not a fluke 
and can be recreated,” said Dr. 
Keith Jerome, of Fred Hutchin¬ 
son Cancer Research Center in 
Seattle, who had no role. He added 
that it could lead to a simpler ap¬ 
proach that could be used more 
widely. 

The case was published online 
Monday by the journal Nature 
and will be presented at an HIV 
conference in Seattle. 

The patient has not been identi¬ 
fied. He was diagnosed with HIV 
in 2003 and started taking drugs 
to control the infection in 2012. 
It’s unclear why he waited that 
long. He developed Hodgkin lym¬ 
phoma that year and agreed to a 
stem cell transplant to treat the 
cancer in 2016. 

With the right kind of donor, 
his doctors figured, the London 
patient might get a bonus beyond 


treating his cancer: a possible 
HIV cure. 

Doctors found a donor with a 
gene mutation that confers natu¬ 
ral resistance to HIV. About 1 
percent of people descended from 
northern Europeans have inherit¬ 
ed the mutation from both parents 
and are immune to most HIV. The 
donor had this double copy of the 
mutation. 

That was “an improbable event,” 
said lead researcher Ravindra 
Gupta, of University College Lon¬ 
don. “That’s why this has not been 
observed more frequently.” 

The transplant changed the 
London patient’s immune system, 
giving him the donor’s mutation 
and HIV resistance. 


The patient voluntarily stopped 
taking HIV drugs to see if the 
virus would come back. 

Usually, HIV patients expect to 
stay on daily pills for life to sup¬ 
press the virus. When drugs are 
stopped, the virus roars back, 
usually in two to three weeks. 

That didn’t happen with the 
London patient. There is still no 
trace of the virus after 18 months 
off the drugs. 

Brown said he would like to 
meet the London patient and 
would encourage him to go pub¬ 
lic because “it’s been very useful 
for science and for giving hope to 
HIV-positive people, to people liv¬ 
ing with HIV,” he told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Monday. 


OxyContin maker wants lawsuit tossed 


Associated Press 

OxyContin maker Purdue Phar¬ 
ma is asking a court to throw out 
a lawsuit filed by Massachusetts’ 
attorney general that accuses the 
company, its owners and top ex¬ 
ecutives of deceiving patients and 
doctors about the risks of opioids. 

In its most expansive response 
to date, Connecticut-based Pur¬ 
due argued in a motion filed 
late Friday that the state makes 
“sensational and inflammatory 
allegations” in its bid to hold the 
company accountable for Amer¬ 
ica’s deadly opioid addiction cri¬ 
sis and called for the lawsuit to 
be dismissed “as oversimplified 
scapegoating based on a distorted 
account of the facts.” 

Jillian Fennimore, a spokes¬ 
woman for Democratic Attor¬ 
ney General Maura Healey, said 
Monday the office would fight the 
attempt to dismiss the case but 
did not immediately comment on 
specific arguments made in the 
company’s filing. 

The lawsuit, filed last year and 


later amended after the company 
lost a bid to keep portions of it 
confidential, claims the compa¬ 
ny sought to profit off a crisis it 
helped trigger by telling doctors 
that OxyContin had a low addic¬ 
tion risk and pushing prescrib- 
ers to keep patients on the drug 
longer. 

Court documents submitted by 
the state claimed a member of the 
Sackler family that owns Purdue 
Pharma said at a launch party for 
the opioid painkiller in the 1990s 
that it would be “followed by a 
blizzard of prescriptions that will 
bury the competition.” 

The company contends the 
state is presenting internal com¬ 
pany documents in a misleading 
fashion. 

“Recognizing the weakness of 
its legal theories, (Massachusetts) 
has resorted to the creation of a 
sensationalist and distorted nar¬ 
rative that ignores facts and mis- 
characterizes numerous emails 
and business documents,” the mo¬ 
tion states. 

Healey’s lawsuit is among more 


than 1,000 by state and local 
governments that are pending 
against drug makers in connec¬ 
tion with the opioid crisis that 
claimed more than 72,000 lives in 
2017, according to federal statis¬ 
tics. While most of the suits name 
multiple defendants, the Mas¬ 
sachusetts case focuses solely on 
Purdue and the Sackler family. 

Purdue contends in its lat¬ 
est court filing that many of the 
marketing and labeling issues 
raised by Massachusetts around 
OxyContin have already been ad¬ 
dressed by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and in a 2007 con¬ 
sent agreement that stemmed 
from an earlier criminal case. 

The company also points to the 
state’s own data and policies in 
a bid to weaken the basis for the 
lawsuit, including a recent De¬ 
partment of Public Health report 
indicating that fentanyl and other 
illegal drugs — and not prescrip¬ 
tion painkillers — played a direct 
role in the vast majority of over¬ 
dose deaths in Massachusetts last 
year. 
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Dozens get document requests in new probe 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y, center, shown speaking to House Democrats on Jan. 4, 
said he believes President Donald Trump obstructed justice and that House Democrats 
are requesting documents from scores of people from Trump’s administration. 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Dozens of people with 
connections to President Donald Trump 
and his associates will receive document 
requests this week as the House Judiciary 
Committee starts a broad new probe look¬ 
ing at possible obstruction of justice, cor¬ 
ruption and abuse of power. 

The panel sent letters to 81 people ask¬ 
ing a flurry of questions about Trump’s 
activities before and after he was elected 
president. Those included family, former 
business associates and current and for¬ 
mer White House advisers. 

Here’s a look at people and topics cov¬ 
ered by the document requests. 

Business and family 

The committee requested information 
from two of Trump’s children, Donald 
Trump Jr. and Eric Trump, who are run¬ 
ning the Trump Organization while their 
father is in the White House. While the 
panel asked the two sons some questions 
that touch on their business, the docu¬ 
ment requests also include questions about 
events that happened in the White House 
after their father was elected, including the 
firing of FBI Director James Comey and 
discussions surrounding the appointment 
of special counsel Robert Mueller. 

Several other people related to the Trump 
Organization were sent letters, including 
the Trump Organization itself; Allen Weis- 
selberg, the company’s chief financial of¬ 
ficer; and Rhona Graff, Trump’s longtime 
assistant. 

Hush money payments 

Many of the people who received re¬ 
quests were asked about hush money pay¬ 
ments to porn actress Stormy Daniels, 


who alleged she had an affair with Donald 
Trump. Trump denies the affair. 

The topic is currently under investiga¬ 
tion by the Southern District of New York. 
Trump’s former personal lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, pleaded guilty last year to campaign 
finance violations for his involvement in the 
payments to Daniels and former Playboy 
model Karen McDougal before the 2016 
election. 

Cohen received a request from the panel, 
as did American Media Inc., the National 
Enquirer’s parent company, and its CEO, 
David Pecker. Pecker helped kill poten¬ 
tially embarrassing stories about Trump 
over the years by paying hush money in a 
practice known as “catch-and-kill.” 


Trump Tower meeting 

Most of the participants in a 2016 meet¬ 
ing in Trump Tower between Trump’s 
campaign and a Russian lawyer received 
requests. 

People attending the meeting included 
Trump Jr.; Trump’s son-in-law, Jared 
Kushner; former Trump campaign chair¬ 
man Paul Manafort; publicist Rob Gold- 
stone; Russian-American lobbyist Rinat 
Akhmetshin; a translator; and Ike Kave- 
ladze, a business associate of a Moscow- 
based developer. 

All of them received requests asking for 
any documentation related to the meeting 
— materials they have all already turned 


over to the House and Senate intelligence 
committees, which have both been probing 
the meeting for almost two years. 

White House advisers 

Many of Trump’s top advisers in his 
first year in office were on the list, includ¬ 
ing Steve Bannon, longtime spokeswoman 
Hope Hicks, former Press Secretary Sean 
Spicer and former White House Counsel 
Don McGahn. All have since left the White 
House. 

The advisers were asked about a wide va¬ 
riety of topics from Trump’s early months, 
including Comey’s firing, election interfer¬ 
ence and Mueller’s investigation. 

The letters to Hicks and Spicer ask them 
to turn over any work diaries, journals or 
“a description of daily events related to 
your employment” by Trump. The commit¬ 
tee asked McGahn for documents related to 
any discussion involving Trump regarding 
the possibility of firing Mueller around 
June 2017 “or any conversation in which 
President Trump stated, in words or sub¬ 
stance, that he wanted the Mueller investi¬ 
gation shut down, restrained or otherwise 
limited in or around December 2017.” 

Email hacking 

The committee requested documents 
from Julian Assange and his website, 
WikiLeaks, which published emails stolen 
from Democrats by Russian spies during 
the 2016 campaign. Assange is currently 
living in Ecuador’s embassy in London 
under a claim of asylum. 

A letter to Assange asks for “discussions 
or attempts to provide or receive election 
information, campaign data, or campaign 
communications with, to, or from foreign 
entities or individuals in connection with 
the 2016 U.S. Presidential primary or gen¬ 
eral elections.” 


Study: Americans, Germans share similar international views 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Americans and 
Germans differ widely on their 
assessments of the state of rela¬ 
tions between the two countries 
but hold very similar views on 
international issues, including 
their support for NATO, a report 
showed Monday. 

The report, which showed that 
German confidence in the U.S. 
president has slumped dramati¬ 
cally with the election of Donald 
Trump, drew on analysis of a poll 
by the Pew Research Center in the 
U.S. and the Koerber Foundation 


in Germany, as well as Pew’s 2018 
Global Attitudes Survey. 

It showed 70 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans thought relations with Ger¬ 
many were good, and only 25 
percent thought them bad. In an 
almost mirror image, 73 percent 
of Germans saw relations with the 
U.S. as bad, and 24 as good. 

As recently as 2016, 86 percent 
of Germans had confidence in 
President Barack Obama and 57 
percent saw the U.S. favorably. By 
contrast, in 2018 only 10 percent 
of Germans had confidence in 
Trump, and 30 percent held a fa¬ 
vorable view of the US., dropping 


to levels last seen in the final years 
of George W. Bush’s presidency. 

Since taking office. Trump has 
been critical of European military 
spending, frequently singling out 
Germany and others to do more 
to meet the NATO goal of commit¬ 
ting 2 percent of their gross do¬ 
mestic product to defense. He has 
also raised the ire of many Euro¬ 
peans with the imposition of tar¬ 
iffs on aluminum and steel while 
threatening more. 

Despite the friction between 
governments over those issues, the 
study indicated German and Amer¬ 
ican citizens hold similar views. 


Both countries have low opin¬ 
ions of Russia, with 35 percent of 
Germans expressing a favorable 
view compared with 21 percent of 
Americans. Still, the ratings are 
up from a low of 19 percent in both 
the U.S. and Germany after the 
Russian annexation of the Crimea 
peninsula from Ukraine in 2014. 

China is similarly perceived, 
with 38 percent of Germans and 
39 percent of Americans view¬ 
ing the country favorably. Forty- 
eight percent of Americans see 
China’s power and influence as a 
mqjor threat to the U.S. while only 
33 percent of Germans see it as a 


threat to Germany. 

The Pew and Koerber Founda¬ 
tion survey — conducted Sept. 11- 
16 in the U.S. of 1,006 American 
adults and Sept. 13-26 of 1,002 
German adults — has a margin of 
error of 3.8 percentage points. 

The German component to 
Pew’s Global Attitudes Survey 
of 1,001 adults was conducted 
May 24-June 30, 2018, and had 
a margin of error of 4.5 percent¬ 
age points. The American compo¬ 
nent, involving 1,500 adults was 
conducted May 14-June 25, had a 
margin of error of 2.9 percentage 
points. 


Deadline comes quickly for candidates in North Carolina election 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Next week 
marks the start of a new round of 
elections in the nation’s last un¬ 
resolved congressional race after 
November’s results were thrown 
out because of concerns about bal¬ 
lot tampering and state officials 
called for a do-over. 

North Carolina’s elections board 
said Monday that 9th Congressio¬ 
nal District candidates must file 
between March 11 and 15 to be in¬ 


cluded in May 14 party primaries. 

If all the political parties clearly 
pick their candidates in May, the 
general election will be Sept. 10. 

However, if a candidate fails to 
win more than 30 percent of the 
party vote in May, a second prima¬ 
ry could be held Sept. 10 and the 
general election would be delayed. 

The extended timetable allows 
time for absentee ballots to be re¬ 
quested and mailed back, includ¬ 
ing those of military members 
and their families who may be sta¬ 


tioned abroad but who live in the 
9th District near the Army’s Fort 
Bragg, elections board Chairman 
Robert Cordle said. 

The new election resulted after 
testimony that a political opera¬ 
tive working for Republican candi¬ 
date Mark Harris in rural Bladen 
County collected mail-in ballots, 
making votes vulnerable to being 
changed or discarded. 

Harris said he won’t run again. 
Dan McCready, the Democrat who 
appeared to be the loser Novem¬ 


ber’s election, has said he will try 
again to win in a district that has 
been in GOP hands since 1963. 
Donald Trump won it by 12 per¬ 
centage points in 2016. 

Activists from both parties ex¬ 
pect lots of campaign money will 
flow into the off-year race as it 
gets heightened national attention. 
The district includes part of Char¬ 
lotte and stretches through sev¬ 
eral rural counties along the South 
Carolina line. 

Its location close to Fort Bragg 


is expected to make McCready, 
an Iraq War veteran, an attractive 
candidate. 

The operative whom Harris 
hired ahead of his 2018 Republi¬ 
can primary, Leslie McCrae Dow- 
less, was charged last week with 
seven low-level felonies, including 
ballot possession and obstruction 
of justice. 

Prosecutors are still investigat¬ 
ing evidence of ballot tampering 
by Dowless and others during the 
November election. 
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First lady Melania Trump leans in to listen to a student at the Dove School of Discovery in Tulsa, Okla., 
Monday during a two-day, three-state swing to promote her “Be Best” campaign. 

First lady talks up homework with 
students during 2-day ‘Be Best’ tour 


$1.5B 

lottery 

jackpot 

claimed 

By Rebecca Santana 
Associated Press 

The mystery is over. Partly. 

Lottery officials on Monday 
announced that a South Carolina 
resident had stepped forward to 
claim the $1.5 biUion Mega Mil¬ 
lions jackpot from last October 
— the largest jackpot payout to a 
single winner in U.S. history—but 
elected to remain anonymous. 

A lottery commission statement 
said the person submitting the 
claim for what was the second- 
largest lottery in U.S. history has 
chosen the cash option, a one-time 
payment of nearly $878 milhon. 

The biggest jackpot in U.S. his¬ 
tory — a $1,585 billion Powerball 
prize won on Jan. 13, 2016 — was 
split between buyers in three 
states. That jackpot also had some 
mystery as the California winners 
didn’t come forward until about 
six months later. 

“We are dehghted that the win¬ 
ner is a South Carolinian and 
has come forward to claim this 
remarkable prize,” said Hogan 
Brown, the commission’s ex¬ 
ecutive director. “We respect 
the winner’s decision to remain 
anonymous and we will honor the 
winner’s wishes.” 

The commission said the winner 
“marvels at how every decision 
made that day brought the winner 
to the store at that very moment” 
to buy the winning ticket. The 
winner allowed a fellow customer 
to make a Mega Milhons lottery 
ticket purchase in front of the win¬ 
ner while in line at the store, the 
commission said. 

“A simple act of kindness led to 
an amazing outcome,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

South Carohna is one of a hand¬ 
ful of states where winners can 
remain anonymous — a choice 
that winners often make to protect 
themselves from being targeted by 
criminals or unscrupulous people 
seeking money. 

The winning ticket was sold be¬ 
tween Oct. 20 and Oct. 23 of last 
year at the KC Mart convenience 
store in Simpsonville, a sub¬ 
urb of the South Carolina city of 
Greenville. 

“It’s exciting. Good for me, good 
for him, her, whoever it is,” said 
Chirag Patel, owner of the conve¬ 
nience store. That’s because Patel 
gets a $50,000 payment for selhng 
the winning ticket—something he 
wouldn’t have gotten if the prize 
went unclaimed. Patel said he’ll 
use the money to pay for renova¬ 
tions to the store in Simpsonville 
as well as some of the six other 
convenience stores he owns. 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

TULSA, Okla. — Melania 
Trump gave a second-grader a 
pep talk about homework Monday 
as she toured an Oklahoma el¬ 
ementary school to open a three- 
state tour highlighting her “Be 
Best” initiative. 

As the first lady talked up the 
value of teamwork, the second- 
grader appeared to give her an 
earful about homework. 

“You wished you didn’t have 
homework?” Trump responded to 
the girl at the Dove School of Dis¬ 
covery in Tulsa. “Well, everyone 
wishes that, but it’s important.” 
The first lady suggested the girl 
spend an hour on homework “so 
you’re prepared for the next day.” 

An hour of homework 
would be on the high end for a 
second-grader. 

The first lady’s school visit, 
which included classroom tours, 
was the first stop on an overnight 
trip to spotlight the “Be Best” 
themes of child well-being, online 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—Juan Corona, 
who gained the nickname “The 
Machete Murderer” for hacking 
to death dozens of migrant farm 
laborers in Cahfomia in the early 
1970s, has died. He was 85. 

Corona died Monday at an un¬ 
disclosed hospital, Vicky Waters, 
of the state Department of Cor¬ 
rections and Rehabilitation, re¬ 
ported. He had been serving a life 
sentence in state prison. 

A labor contractor who hired 
thousands of fruit and vegetable 
workers for Northern California 
farmers. Corona killed 25 of them, 
according to authorities who ar¬ 
rested him in 1971. 

The bodies were buried in shal- 


safety and bullying prevention, 
and opioid abuse. 

In one classroom, prekindergar¬ 
teners used crayons to draw acts 
of kindness they had performed 
after a teacher read a story about 
being kind. 

One girl excitedly told the first 
lady she had seen her on the 
news and asked about President 
Donald Trump, who remained in 
Washington. 

“He’s in the Oval Office,” 
Trump replied. 

Goggle-wearing sixth-grad¬ 
ers in a science class showed how 
they work as teams to measure 
the density of different colored 
hquids. Second-graders studying 
language arts worked in groups 
on a project about historical Af¬ 
rican-American figures and their 
struggles. 

Seated at one table, the first lady 
asked the pupils how they liked 
working as a team. In response to 
a comment from a boy at another 
table, she said, “You always need 
to be kind and show love.” 

From Oklahoma, Trump headed 


low graves on farms and orchards 
along the Feather River north of 
Sacramento. Most had been bru¬ 
tally hacked to death and dismem¬ 
bered, possibly with a machete or 
meat cleaver. One was shot in the 
head. 

“It was a gruesome manner of 
killing. He hacked these people to 
death,” Sutter County District At¬ 
torney Amanda Hopper told The 
Associated Press after attending 
the last of Corona’s eight unsuc¬ 
cessful parole hearings in 2016. 

He was arrested after a peach 
farmer who had contracted with 
him for hired pickers became sus¬ 
picious upon finding a hole that 
had been freshly dug, then filled 
in. Authorities found the body of a 


for Microsoft Corp. in Redmond, 
Wash., where an employee dem¬ 
onstrated how he uses technol¬ 
ogy to limit his teenagers’ screen 
time and control the websites they 
can access and who can see what 
they’re doing online. 

Another employee, one with 
limited mobility as a result of a 
stroke and subsequent car crash, 
showed off a device that makes it 
easier for people like him to use an 
Xbox video gaming console. 

The first lady has been criti¬ 
cized for focusing on onhne bul¬ 
lying when her husband regularly 
uses his Twitter account to berate 
opponents and call them names. 
She has defended her focus on 
children and says her husband is 
an adult who does not always fol¬ 
low her advice. 

The tour is Trump’s first solo 
overnight trip in the U.S. since 
she became first lady. It was to 
conclude Tuesday in Las Vegas, 
where she was scheduled to take 
part in a town hall on the nation’s 
opioid crisis. 


man whose head had been cleaved 
open and his torso riddled with 
stab wounds. 

Nine more bodies were recov¬ 
ered in another orchard five days 
later, along with receipts made out 
to Corona, who was immediately 
arrested. 

When authorities searched his 
truck and house they found a ma¬ 
chete, axe, meat cleaver and post- 
hole digger, among other items. 
They also recovered a ledger con¬ 
taining the names of dozens of la¬ 
borers Corona had found jobs for, 
including eight of the victims. 

He was convicted of 25 counts 
of murder in 1973, the most until 
John Wayne Gacy, of Chicago, was 
convicted of 33 in 1980. 


Snowed-in 
Ore. man 
grateful to 
rescuers 

By Gillian Flaccus 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — An Or¬ 
egon man who was rescued after 
five days stuck in deep snow with 
his dog is deeply grateful to his 
rescuers and embarrassed to 
have caused so much trouble, his 
aunt told The Associated Press on 
Monday. 

Jeremy Taylor’s four-wheel- 
drive vehicle got stuck Feb. 24 in 
snow on a U.S. Forest Service road 
as he headed to do some off-road 
driving in the wilderness outside 
the central Oregon city of Bend. 

As night fell, Taylor, 36, decided 
to sleep in his car with his Aus¬ 
tralian shepherd. Ally, and hike 
out the next day, his aunt, Denise 
Tremaine, said in a telephone in¬ 
terview with the AP. 

Taylor fashioned some snow- 
shoes from pieces of the roof rack 
he uses for his kayak and started 
off on Feb. 25. But after a mile, 
Taylor had to turn around because 
the dog was sinking in the deep 
snow and could not continue. 

Taylor carried Ally back to the 
car, and the two hunkered down 
there, sharing a sleeping bag to 
keep warm. Taylor had a full tank 
of gas and was able to blast the 
heat briefly when it got unbear¬ 
ably cold. He ate a few packets of 
Taco Bell taco sauce he had with 
him, Tremaine said. 

He and the dog drank melted 
ice, but she said she does not think 
Taylor fed the dog hot sauce. 

Eventually, Tremaine said, 
heavy snow from more snow¬ 
storms made it impossible for Tay¬ 
lor to open his vehicle’s door. 

At one point, he saw an airplane 
overhead and raced to push the 
snow off the car’s roof so rescuers 
might see him, but it did not work. 
He did not have a cellphone with 
him or any emergency supplies, 
she added. 

“He didn’t take the provisions 
he should have. I gave him a little 
of that talk and I’m just glad he’s 
alive, because I think there was a 
point there when he didn’t think 
he was going to make it,” she said. 

What Taylor did not know is that 
by Feb. 27, his friends had realized 
that the self-employed building 
contractor was missing. He had 
not shown up to work, and no one 
had heard from him, so friends 
reported him missing. Search 
and rescue crews combed the for¬ 
ests outside Bend by snowmobile, 
airplane and drone, and as word 
spread on social media, friends 
and acquaintances searched on 
their own using snowmobiles. 

On Friday afternoon, a snowmo- 
biler found Taylor, and he and his 
dog were brought out of the woods 
on a snowcat, a type of snow trac¬ 
tor, and they were reunited with 
family and friends. 

On Monday, he headed back 
to work and ignored interview 
requests from TV bookers and 
messages to talk to Taco Bell rep¬ 
resentatives, she said. He did not 
respond to a Facebook message 
from the AP seeking comment. 


California’s ‘Machete Murderer’ dead at 85 
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Back in Venezuela, 
Guaido set to meet 
with state workers 



Carnival season on parade 



Leo Correa/A P 


Martin Meissner/AP 


Above: A carnival float 
depicts Donald Trump 
and Vladimir Putin cutting 
the Intermediate-range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty as 
part of a traditional parade 
during carnival season in 
Duesseldorf, Germany, 
on Rose Monday. The 
foolish street spectacles 
in the carnival centers of 
Duesseldorf, Mainz and 
Cologne are watched by 
hundreds of thousands of 
people. Left: Performers 
from the Paraiso do Tuiuti 
samba school parade 
on a float during Rio 
Carnival celebrations at the 
Sambadrome Marques de 
Sapucai in Rio de Janeiro on 
Tuesday. 


UK official: EU Brexit talks progressing 


By Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Op¬ 
position leader Juan Guaido 
shrouded the route and timing of 
his return in secrecy amid con¬ 
cerns he might be detained by 
Venezuela’s government. 

Yet he breezed through airport 
immigration checks and brazenly 
called for the downfall of Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro at a rally 
where the presence of security 
forces was minimal. 

For now, Guaido, leader of the 
opposition-controlled National 
Assembly, seems intent on prob¬ 
ing Maduro’s socialist govern¬ 
ment for vulnerabilities. He said 
he planned to meet Tuesday with 
public employee unions, tweet¬ 
ing that the meeting is meant to 
“recover” the state bureaucracy, 
which he says is being manipu¬ 
lated by Maduro’s government 
for political benefit. 

He also called for big protests 
on Saturday, a tactic that has 
sometimes been countered by 
Maduro loyalists who hold flag- 
waving rallies of their own. 

Guaido’s homecoming Monday 
followed warnings by the United 
States and other countries to 
Maduro not to move against his 
adversary, and he possibly real¬ 
ized arresting his foe could gen¬ 
erate more street protests. 

While Guaido’s presence is 
likely to add at least short-term 
momentum to his campaign for 
political change, Maduro has 
proven resilient and still com¬ 
mands the critical loyalty of top 
military officers. 

Venezuela is gripped by a hu¬ 
manitarian crisis that is expected 
to worsen as US. oil sanctions 
designed to put more pressure 
on Maduro take their toll. With 
both political factions holding 
firm amid increasing deprivation 
for Venezuelans, some analysts 
speculate that they might be con¬ 
sidering negotiations on an end to 
the standoff 

The fact that Guaido was not 
detained, at least so far, reflects 
the pressure Maduro faces not 
to intervene, said Luis Vicente 
Leon, head of the Caracas-based 
polling firm Datanalisis. “But it 


seems to indicate the beginning 
of a negotiation, local and inter¬ 
national, whose details are not yet 
clear,” Leon said in a tweet. 

On Monday, Guaido showed 
off his passport before climbing 
onto scaffolding and pumping 
his fist during the demonstration 
in Caracas, delighting euphoric 
followers. 

There was no immediate com¬ 
ment from Maduro’s government, 
which sought to focus the public’s 
attention on carnival festivities 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Still, while thousands of Ven¬ 
ezuelans heeded Guaido’s call 
for protests coinciding with his 
return, many worry the govern¬ 
ment might crack down on the 
opposition as it has in the past, 
jailing or driving into exile top 
opposition leaders. 

“We know the risks that we 
face. That’s never stopped us,” 
Guaido said. 

He was greeted at the country’s 
main airport by top diplomats 
from the United States, Germany, 
Spain and other countries who 
possibly hoped to head off any 
move to detain Guaido by bearing 
witness to his return. 

“We hope there won’t be any 
escalation and that parliamen¬ 
tary immunity is respected,” said 
Spanish Ambassador Jesus Silva 
Fernandez. 

The United States and some 50 
other countries have recognized 
Guaido as the legitimate leader of 
Venezuela, arguing that Maduro’s 
re-election last year was invalid 
— partly because popular opposi¬ 
tion candidates were barred from 
running. Maduro has accused 
those nations of participating in 
a U.S.-backed coup plot against 
him. 

Guaido, who left Venezuela last 
month despite a court order ban¬ 
ning him from foreign travel, vis¬ 
ited Colombia, Brazil, Paraguay, 
Argentina and Ecuador. The gov¬ 
ernments of those countries sup¬ 
port his claim to be Venezuela’s 
interim president and have urged 
Maduro to resign so the coun¬ 
try can prepare for free and fair 
elections. 


Associated Press 

BRUSSELS—Brexit talks with 
the European Union are making 
progress, a senior British gov¬ 
ernment minister said Tuesday 
as Prime Minister Theresa May 
seeks concessions from Brussels 
to help persuade lawmakers to 
back her deal in a series of cru¬ 
cial votes next week. 

Britain is due to leave the EU 
on March 29 — the first country 
ever to do so — but British law¬ 
makers have rejected a draft deal 
sealed by May and her EU coun¬ 
terparts in November. Both they 
and EU lawmakers must endorse 
any agreement. 

“I think the signals we are get¬ 
ting are reasonably positive,” 


Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt 
told the BBC. “I don’t want to 
overstate them because I still 
think there’s a lot of work to do, 
but I think they do understand 
that we are being sincere.” 

EU chief negotiator Michel Bar- 
nier was due to meet UK. Brexit 
Secretary Stephen Barclay and 
Attorney General Geoffrey Cox 
in Brussels on Tuesday seeking 
to break the deadlock. 

The objections in London cen¬ 
ter on a provision demanded by 
Brussels to guarantee there are 
no barriers along the currently 
invisible border between EU 
member state Ireland and North¬ 
ern Ireland, which is part of the 
UK. Britain wants reassurances 


that this mechanism would be 
temporary. 

EU leaders insist that the le¬ 
gally binding divorce agreement 
governing Britain’s departure 
can’t be reopened. But Hunt told 
the BBC that his country is “pre¬ 
pared to be flexible” about how 
changes are achieved and argued 
that the Europeans are coming 
around to the idea that May “can 
get a majority in Parliament.” 

With time running out, the 
chances of Britain crashing out 
without any deal at all are grow¬ 
ing, although Hunt said his gov¬ 
ernment wants to avoid such a 
potentially devastating scenario. 

EU leaders want to avoid that 
too. 


Activists launch campaign for global treaty to end violence against women 


By Edith M. Lederer 

Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS—Women’s 
rights activists from 128 nations 
launched a public campaign Tues¬ 
day for an international treaty to 
end violence against women and 
girls, a global scourge estimated 
by the United Nations to affect 35 
percent of females worldwide. 


The campaign, led by the Se¬ 
attle-based nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion Every Woman Treaty, aims 
to have the UN. World Health Or¬ 
ganization adopt the treaty with 
the goal of getting all 193 UN. 
member states to ratify it. 

“Violence against women and 
girls is the most widespread 
human rights violation on Earth,” 


the organization’s co-founder and 
chief executive, Lisa Shannon, 
told The Associated Press in an 
interview Monday ahead of the 
official launch. 

“All the efforts that people 
put into development, educa¬ 
tion, women’s empowerment, 
economic opportunity are being 
squashed when women are not 


physically safe,” she said. “It’s a 
global pandemic. ... We cannot 
make progress as a species with¬ 
out addressing violence against 
women and girls.” 

The activists want the treaty 
to require countries to take four 
actions that have proven to lower 
rates of violence against women: 
Adopt laws punishing domestic 
violence, which lower mortal¬ 


ity rates for women; train police, 
judges, nurses, doctors and other 
professionals about such violence, 
which leads to increased prosecu¬ 
tion of perpetrators and better 
treatment for survivors; provide 
education on preventing violence 
against women and girls; and 
provide hotlines, shelters, legal 
advice, treatment and other ser¬ 
vices for survivors. 
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Tokyo court OKs Nissan 
ex-chairman’s release 

TOKYO — The Tokyo District 
Court approved the release of 
former Nissan Chairman Car¬ 
los Ghosn on $8.9 million bail on 
Tuesday, although the end of his 
four months of detention in Japan 
was delayed when prosecutors 
appealed that decision. 

Prosecutors filed their objec¬ 
tion to Ghosn’s release within 
hours of the announcement he 
was going to be granted bail. 

The former head of the Re- 
nault-Nissan-Mitsubishi Motors 
alliance has been detained since 
he was arrested on Nov. 19. He 
says he is innocent of charges of 
falsifying financial information 
and of breach of trust. 

Search for climbers 
resumes in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD — Armed with 
drones and hoping for a miracle, 
Spanish and Pakistani moun¬ 
taineers resumed their search on 
Tuesday for two European climb¬ 
ers who went missing more than 
a week ago on the world’s ninth- 
highest mountain in bad weather, 
officials said. 

The search for Itahan Daniele 
Nardi and Scotsman Tom Ballard, 
missing for more than a week on 
Nanga Parbat — known as “Killer 
Mountain” because of its danger¬ 
ous conditions — produced no 
leads Monday, increasing fears 
the pair may have perished. 

Canadian minister 
resigns amid scandal 

TORONTO — A leading Cabi¬ 
net minister in Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s gov¬ 
ernment resigned Monday, be¬ 
coming the second minister to 
step down over a scandal that 
has shaken the government in an 
election year. 

Treasury Board president Jane 
Philpott, considered a star min¬ 
ister, said in a resignation letter 
that it was “untenable” for her to 
continue in the Cabinet because 
she lost confidence and could not 
defend the government. 

Philpott’s friend, former Attor¬ 
ney General and Justice Minister 
Jody Wilson-Raybould, testified 
last week that Trudeau and senior 
members of his government inap¬ 
propriately tried to pressure her 
to avoid prosecution of a m^or 
Canadian engineering company 
in a case involving allegations of 
corruption in Libya. Wilson-Ray¬ 
bould resigned from the Cabinet 
last month after being demoted to 
veteran affairs minister. 

Pope says Vatican will 
open Pius XII archives 

VATICAN CITY — Declaring 
that the church “isn’t afraid of 
history,” Pope Francis said Mon¬ 
day he has decided to open up the 
Vatican archives on World War 
Il-era Pope Pius XII, who has 
been criticized by Jews for stay¬ 
ing silent on the Holocaust and 
not doing enough to save lives. 

Describing that criticism as 
fruit of “some prejudice or exag¬ 
geration,” Francis told officials 
and personnel of the Vatican Se¬ 
cret Archives that the documenta¬ 
tion would be open to researchers 
starting March 2, 2020. 

From The Associated Press 


China sets robust growth target 



Andy Wong/AP 


Chinese President Xi Jinping is seen on a big screen as his Premier 
Li Keqiang delivers the work report at the opening session of the 
annual National People’s Congress in Beijing on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — China announced 
a robust annual economic growth 
target and a 7.5 percent rise in 
military spending Tuesday as it 
convened an annual legislative 
session overshadowed by a tariff 
war with Washington. 

Seeking to defuse U.S. and Eu¬ 
ropean complaints the Chinese 
system is rigged against foreign 
companies. Premier Li Keqiang 
promised in a speech to the Na¬ 
tional People’s Congress they will 
be “treated as equals” with their 
Chinese competitors. 

Li, the country’s top economic 
official, set this year’s growth tar¬ 
get at 6 to 6.5 percent, reflecting 
determination to shore up a cool¬ 
ing, state-dominated economy and 
prevent politically dangerous job 
losses. Slightly below last year’s 
6.6 percent growth, a three-de- 
cade low, it would be among the 
world’s strongest if achieved. 

The premier promised to “pro¬ 
mote China-U.S. trade negotia¬ 
tions,” but gave no details of talks 
aimed at ending the fight with 
President Donald Trump over 
Beijing’s technology ambitions 
and complaints it steals or pres¬ 
sures companies to hand over 
technology. 

Li, No. 2 in the ruling Commu¬ 
nist Party behind President Xi 
Jinping, pledged higher spending 
on development of technologies 
including artificial intelligence, 
electric cars, biotechnology and 
new materials that China’s lead¬ 


ers see as a path to prosperity and 
global influence. He also prom¬ 
ised more money for education, 
social programs and public works 
construction. 

China’s emergence as a com¬ 
petitor in smartphones, telecom 
equipment, solar power and other 
technologies has increased the 
range of products available to 
consumers and helped to drive 
down prices. But it rattles Wash¬ 
ington and other governments 
that worry Chinese competition 
is a threat to their industries and 
employment. 

Li warned the second-larg¬ 
est economy faces a “graver and 


more complicated environment” 
and risks that “are greater in 
number and size.” 

The two-week gathering of the 
congress’ 3,000-plus delegates in 
the cavernous Great Hall of the 
People is China’s biggest event of 
the year. It does little lawmaking, 
but serves as a platform to high¬ 
light the government’s plans for 
the year. 

Xi’s government is expected to 
use this year’s session to announce 
tax cuts and more support for en¬ 
trepreneurs who generate much of 
China’s new jobs and wealth. 

Legislators also are due to 
endorse a law that aims to ease 


tensions with Washington and 
Europe by discouraging officials 
from pressuring foreign compa¬ 
nies to hand over technology. 

Higher government spending 
will push the budget deficit from 
2.6 percent of total economic out¬ 
put to 2.8 percent, Li said. 

Proposed tax cuts of up to $300 
billion would put “significant 
spending power” in the hands of 
consumers and companies, help¬ 
ing to buoy sagging demand for 
autos, household appliances and 
other goods, said Vishnu Vara- 
than, of Mizuho Bank. 

Spending on the Communist 
Party’s military wing, the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army, will rise to 
$178 billion, according to a sepa¬ 
rate report issued by the Finance 
Ministry. China’s total military 
outlay, the second-largest behind 
that of the United States, is esti¬ 
mated by independent experts to 
exceed $220 billion a year when 
off-budget expenses are added. 

The spending will pay to ex¬ 
pand China’s navy and acquire 
advanced aircraft and other 
weapons to help Beijing enforce 
its territorial claims in the South 
China Sea. 

The slower rise in military 
spending, down from double digit 
increases in previous years, re¬ 
flects changing priorities, said 
Yue Gang, a military expert and 
retired Chinese army colonel. 

“It is more urgent for China to 
prepare for a trade war with the 
U.S., instead of a physical war,” 
Yue said. 


Suspect in museum attack claims innocence 


Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — A suspected jihadi insist¬ 
ed Tuesday that he’s innocent of terrorism 
charges in the 2014 killing of four people at 
Belgium’s Jewish museum, as the jury in his 
trial prepared to consider its verdict. 

Weeks after telling the Brussels criminal 
court that he would reveal the truth “when the 
time is right,” Mehdi Nemmouche on Tuesday 
said only that he was “trapped” into involve¬ 
ment in the slaying. 

“If I could change things, I would change 
everything,” the 33-year-old Frenchman said 
in remarks lasting less than 20 seconds. 

Nemmouche is charged with four counts of 
“terrorist murder” in the killing of an Israeli 
couple and two staffers at the Brussels Jewish 


Museum. 

His alleged accomplice, Nacer Bendrer, 30, 
stands accused of supplying the revolver and 
assault rifle used in the shooting. 

Prosecutors claim that Nemmouche trained 
and fought with Islamic State in Syria. The 
museum shooting crystallized fears that Eu¬ 
ropean extremists would use combat expe¬ 
rience from places like Syria or Iraq to sow 
terrorism back home. 

The 12-member jury is set to hand down its 
verdict Thursday. In a secret ballot, the jury 
must decide by a majority vote whether Nem¬ 
mouche is guilty. 

He would likely be sentenced on Friday, and 
could face up to 30 years in prison. 

Whatever the verdict, Nemmouche would 


remain in prison as he must face charges in 
France of taking hostages in Syria. 

For most of the trial, Nemmouche has ex¬ 
ercised his right to silence, but on Tuesday 
he urged the jury not to take that silence as 
“disrespect.” 

In more than six hours of case summary 
last week, defense lawyer Sebastien Courtoy 
argued that Iranian or Lebanese security of¬ 
ficials were behind the killings, and that one, 
or both, of the murdered Israelis could have 
been Mossad agents. 

Michele Hirsch, a lawyer for the Coordi¬ 
nation Committee of Jewish Organizations 
in Belgium, described Courtoy’s summary 
as “hallucinatory, delirious, completely 
incoherent.” 


France’s Macron a makes pro-Europe plea before EU vote 


Associated Press 

PARIS — French President Emmanuel 
Macron urged European Union citizens on 
Monday to use their votes in the upcoming 
European Parliament elections to protect and 
strengthen an “endangered” Europe. 

In a column posted on the website of French 
newspaper Le Parisien, Macron wrote: 
“Never, since the World War II, has Europe 
been as essential. Yet never has Europe been 
in so much danger.” 

The French leader, who campaigned as 
a strong supporter of the European Union, 
called Brexit a symbol of the problems plagu¬ 
ing Europe, alleging that “lies” and “irrespon¬ 


sibility” led to Britain’s scheduled departure 
from the EU at the end of the month. 

He advised voters in the May 23-26 EU par¬ 
liament elections to reject nationalist parties 
that “offer nothing.” 

“The trap is not being part of the European 
Union,” he said in the column, which was ex¬ 
pected to appear in Tuesday editions of news¬ 
papers in the 28 EU member countries. 

Macron decided to directly address the 
bloc’s voters to an effort to use the elections to 
give a new boost to the EU, his office said. 

Macron suggests Europe should be more 
independent from other world powers. 

He proposes the creation of an agency that 


would provide every member state with ex¬ 
perts to protect their voting process from cy¬ 
berattacks and other manipulations. He also 
wants to ban the financing of EU political par¬ 
ties by foreign powers. 

To better handle the migrant crisis. Macron 
calls for stricter border controls and a com¬ 
mon border force. He suggests introducing 
common asylum rules. 

Macron also proposes a defense treaty to 
define the bloc’s fundamental obligations in 
association with NATO, including increasing 
defense spending. Macron stresses that Brit¬ 
ain should be associated with decisions in this 
field even after Brexit. 
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Zoo collects polar bear 
poop to aid survival 

CINCINNATI — An 
Ohio zoo has become 
the repository for the world’s larg¬ 
est collection of polar bear poop 
as researchers work to create a 
pregnancy test to aid the survival 
of the endangered species. 

WLWT-TV reported the Cincin¬ 
nati Zoo and Botanical Gardens 
is storing 30,000 samples of fecal 
matter from the U.S. and Canada 
used by scientists with the Center 
for Conservation and Research of 
Endangered Wildlife. Research¬ 
ers say a pregnancy test will help 
zoos better monitor and care for 
females who can display signs of 
pregnancy when they are not. 

Officer who sued to join 
department retires 

lyY NEW YORK —A New 
1 York City police detec¬ 
tive who sued to join the police 
department at age 48 has retired 
20 years later as the department’s 
oldest officer. 

The Daily News reported that 
Detective Michael Cusumano re¬ 
tired Thursday at age 68. 

Cusumano was working in his 
family’s kitchen and bath busi¬ 
ness when he decided to pursue 
his lifelong dream of joining the 
New York Police Department. 
He passed the written and physi¬ 
cal tests but was told he couldn’t 
enter the academy because the 
age limit for new recruits was 35. 

Cusumano and 39 other older 
recruits filed a class action law¬ 
suit seeking to join the force. They 
reached a settlement two years 
later that allowed them to join. 

FBI offers reward in 
‘Scream Bandit’ thefts 


THE CENSUS 

700 


The weight in pounds of an aiiigator found near Lake Blackshear in Marietta, Ga., iast month. WALB-TV 
reported that the Georgia Department of Natural Resources said a farmer found the 13-foot-4-inch male 
alligator, which was believed to be about 50 years old, in a ditch. Agency wildlife biologist Brent Howze said 
the alligator had several injuries. The station said the alligator’s poor condition led to it being euthanized. 




David Grunfeld, NOLA.com, The (New Orleans) Times-Picayune/AP 


WA RICHMOND — The 
w FBI is offering a re¬ 
ward of up to $10,000 for infor¬ 
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of a man nicknamed 
the “Scream Bandit” who is sus¬ 
pected in a string of armed rob¬ 
beries in central Virginia. 

Authorities said the man is 
a suspect in the recent robber¬ 
ies of three gas stations in Rich¬ 
mond, Chesterfield and Henrico. 
The suspect has worn a mask 
resembling the villain from the 
“Scream” slasher movies. 

In each of the robberies, the 
man carried a semi-automatic 
handgun and demanded money 
from the clerk. He wore a black 
sweatshirt, dark pants and blue 
latex-style gloves. 

Truck spills fuel, ranch 
dressing into creek 

IWI CLEAR SPRING 
1*1 mJ — Authorities in 
Maryland said a tractor-trailer 
hauling ranch dressing crashed 
near a creek in Clear Spring, spill¬ 
ing dressing and about 75 gallons 
of diesel fuel into the water. 

Clear Spring Volunteer Fire 
Sgt. Jacob Altman told The 
(Hagerstown) Herald-Mail that 
two people in the truck were 
treated at a hospital. State police 
and 911 center officials said the 
tractor-trailer ran off the road 
on Interstate 70 early Saturday 


Bead toss 


Spectators try to catch beads as the Krewe of Thoth parade rolls along the Uptown route in New Orleans on Sunday as part of Mardi Gras 
celebrations. Founded in 1947, the Krewe of Thoth is named for the Egyptian Patron of Wisdom and Inventor of Science, Art and Letters. 
Tuesday marked the final day of the Mardi Gras season, which began on Jan. 6. 


and crashed into a ditch, spill¬ 
ing some cargo and fuel into the 
Little Conococheague Creek. It’s 
unclear what caused the vehicle 
to leave the roadway. 

Officials: Gay bunnies 
book needed OK 

PI SANFORD — A Florida 
r L school district said a 
teacher should have asked before 
reading a picture book about gay 
bunnies. 

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
Seminole County Public Schools 
issued a report after parents com¬ 
plained teacher Tyler Bond read 
“Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver Presents a Day in the Life 
of Marlon Bundo.” The title is a 
gay-themed spoof by HBO host 
John Oliver of a book by the wife 
and daughter of Vice President 
Mike Pence. 

The report released Friday 
said Bond overheard students at 
Pine Crest Elementary School 
in Sanford talk about lesbian 
women who wanted to get mar¬ 
ried and thought the book would 
teach about tolerance. It wasn’t in 
the curriculum. 


Program offers to sell 
vacant homes for $1 


l*l\^ city of St. Louis has 
launched a program to allow peo¬ 
ple to purchase vacant homes for 
$ 1 . 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re¬ 
ported that the city’s land bank, 
the Land Reutilization Authority, 
has set aside 522 vacant houses 
for the new Dollar House pilot 
program. The buildings are sin¬ 
gle-family residential structures, 
less than 1,500 square feet and lo¬ 
cated in neighborhoods that have 
seen significant divestment in re¬ 
cent years. 

Applicants must prove they 
have the financial means to reno¬ 
vate the property. New homeown¬ 
ers have to live in the property for 
at least three years. 


Police: Mom left baby 
alone 3 times in 1 day 


TORRINGTON — Po- 
I lice said a Connecticut 
woman left her 2-month-old baby 
home alone three times on one day. 


including for 45 minutes as she 
went out to get something to eat. 

Torrington police charged Ki- 
anni Marie Reidy, 21, with three 
counts of risk of injury to a child. 
She was released on a promise to 
appear in court on March 21. 

Police went to her home after 
a neighbor reported hearing a 
baby’s cries. Reidy arrived home 
when officers were at the scene. 

Cadaver program seeks 
more body donations 

QD ABERDEEN — The 
coordinator of a Uni¬ 
versity of South Dakota program 
that provides human bodies to 
schools for anatomy and physiol¬ 
ogy classes said there’s a severe 
shortage of donors. 

Sara Bird, who coordinates 
the program, told the Aberdeen 
American News that the program 
needs 60-65 human bodies to be 
donated every year to fulfill all 
requests. She said the program 
had just 36 bodies at the start of 
the 2018-19 school year. 

Bird said the shortage of dona¬ 
tions means the program has had 
to turn away schools, limit re¬ 


quests and reduce the number of 
students in programs, including 
at the University of South Dakota. 

Museum to return early 
1900s firetruck 

LAWTON — A 1913 
W\ firetruck and a horse- 
drawn hose cart from the 1850s 
will be returned to an Oklahoma 
community where both were 
used before being donated to a 
museum. 

The Lawton Constitution re¬ 
ported that the Lawton Fire De¬ 
partment is negotiating a transfer 
date from the Oklahoma State 
Firefighters Museum. 

The Lawton City Council last 
month accepted an offer for re¬ 
turn of the firefighting equipment 
after years on display at the muse¬ 
um in Oklahoma City. Museum of¬ 
ficials cited limited storage space 
plus duplication of some donated 
items. 

Fire Chief Dewayne Burk said 
the equipment will be stored in an 
unused bay until officials can de¬ 
termine where to display the truck 
and hose cart. 

From wire reports 


















Wednesday, March 6,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 17 


FACES 


Pharrell launching 
festival in hometown 

Pharrell is heading home to 
Virginia Beach, Va., to launch a 
new music and culture festival. 

The Grammy-winning su¬ 
perstar on Monday announced 
SOMETHING IN THE WATER, 
a multi-day event he’s calling a 
“cultural experience” that will 
debut April 26-28. He will per¬ 
form on a stage set on the beach; 
other performers include Missy 
Elliott, Travis Scott, Migos, Dave 
Matthews Band, Janelle Monae, 
Diplo, SZA, Lil Uzi Vert and 
Pusha T. 

The festival won’t just focus on 
music: The film “The Burial of 
Kojo” — acquired by Ava DuVer- 
nay’s ARRAY company — will be 
screened, followed by a discus¬ 
sion. The film will premiere on 
Netflix on March 31. 

McKellen apologizes for 
Spacey, Singer remarks 

Actor Ian McKellen has apolo¬ 
gized for remarks in which he 
appeared to suggest that allega¬ 
tions of sexual abuse that have 
been leveled against actor Kevin 
Spacey and director Bryan Sing¬ 
er resulted from the entertainers’ 
unease with their own sexuality. 

McKellen tweeted Saturday 
that comments made during the 
live #QueerAF podcast were 
“clumsily expressed.” He said “I 
suggested that if closeted people 
were instead open about their sex¬ 
uality they wouldn’t abuse others. 
That, of course, is wrong.” 

He went on to say that he “would 
never, ever trivialize or condone 
abuse of any kind. I deeply regret 
my careless remarks and apolo¬ 
gise unreservedly for any dis¬ 
tress I caused.” 

Spacey and Singer have denied 
wrongdoing in relation to the 
allegations. 

Other news 

■ The Who’s Pete Townshend, 
the man who helped invent the 
rock opera, has now written a 
rock novel. Hachette Books an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that the British 
composer-guitarist’s “The Age of 
Anxiety” was scheduled for Nov. 
5. Set in London, the novel takes 
on the torments of creativity and 
the music business and “deals 
with mythic and operatic themes 
including a maze, divine mad¬ 
ness, and long-lost children.” 

■ Charles McCarry, an ad¬ 
mired and prescient spy novelist 
who foresaw passenger jets as 
terrorist weapons in “The Better 
Angels” and devised a compel¬ 
ling theory for JFK’s assassina¬ 
tion in “The Tears of Autumn,” 
has died. He was 88. The author 
died Tuesday in Fairfax, Va., 
from complications from cerebral 
hemorrhage after a fall, accord¬ 
ing to his son, Caleb McCarry. 

■ Actress Katherine Helmond, 
an Emmy-nominated and Gold¬ 
en Globe-winning actress who 
played two very different matri¬ 
archs on the ABC sitcoms “Who’s 
the Boss?” and “Soap,” has died, 
her talent agency said Friday. She 
was 89. Helmond died of compli¬ 
cations from Alzheimer’s disease 
last Saturday at her home in Los 
Angeles, talent agency APA said 
in a statement. 

From The Associated Press 



AP 


Luke Perry, pictured in 2011, gained instant heartthrob status as wealthy rebel Dylan McKay on “Beverly Hills, 90210.” He returned to 
high school drama 25 years later as a sensitive single dad on “Riverdale.” Perry died Monday after suffering a massive stroke last week. 


By Hank Stuever 
The Washington Post 

L ike any new decade, the 1990s did 
not arrive fully formed. They came 
with a pile of the previous decade’s 
holdovers — Milli Vanilli, Michael J. 
Fox, Madonna and the usual yawns. Grunge 
was but a distant rumor, as was the internet. 
What would be next? There were long lists of 
confident predictions, barely any of which 
came true, and probably none of which fore¬ 
saw Luke Perry’s sideburns. 

It was a serviceable but noticeably parched 
moment in popular culture. Magazine cov¬ 
ers, for their part, were constantly searching 
for the next James Dean. Was it Chris Isaak? 
River Phoenix? Was it any of the young bucks 
from “Twin Peaks”? 

For a brief but wonderful flash, we thought 
we found him in Luke Perry. 

Perry, who died Monday at age 52 after 
suffering a stroke last week (leaving behind 
a quick and unwelcome chill of mortality 
across the nape of Generation X’s collective 
neck), starred in “Beverly Hills, 90210,” a 
drama about high school that premiered in 
October 1990 and was an early hit for the still 
somewhat new Fox network. 

“90210” was one of those silly things that 
— for reasons that can never be replicat¬ 
ed but are so much fun to talk about when 
they’re happening — became a serious thing, 
appointment television. Aimed at teens, it 
had a campy allure for young adults. 

Before long, you could get college credit for 
deconstructing “90210.” It arrived with such 
sturdy American high school archetypes, 
like pages ripped and rewritten from an old 
“Archie” comic book. These proto-teens were 
now in need of renewed, urgent scrutiny in a 
decade preoccupied with wealth, teen sex, 
abortion, drug abuse, the issues. “90210” was 
a fresh spin on the whole gang: The new kid, 
the nice girl, the mean girl, the prettiest girl, 
the surf hunk, the strident girl with glasses 
and, the one we were all thinking about Mon¬ 
day when news broke of Perry’s death, the 
lone wolf on the motorcycle. 

Dylan McKay, our new rebel without a 
cause. Perry was one of those guys who only 
needed the white T-shirt and faded Levi’s 
— everything else was brought to you by the 
letters D, N and A: the glint in his caramel 
brown eyes, the sideways grin, the dimples. 
The scar through the right brow, the post¬ 
modern pompadour. The aforementioned 
sideburns. Perry’s “90210” co-star Jason 
Priestley, who played Brandon Walsh, also 
had sideburns; boys and young men every- 


Twitter tributes 

“I’m finding it hard to grasp that he will 
no longer be around to give long hugs and 
share his wisdom and kindness with all of 
us. I’m thinking of his family. His children. I 
pray for them to heal and find peace in this 
devastating loss. I just can’t believe it." 
“Riverdale” co-star Lili Reinhart 

“Luke Perry was a kindhearted and 
incredibly talented artist. It was an honor to 
be able to work with him. My thoughts and 
prayers go out to him and his loved ones." 

Leonardo DiCaprio, who co-stars 
with Perry in the upcoming film 
“Once Upon a Time In Hollywood” 

“I will forever bask in the loving memories 
we’ve shared over the last 30 years. May 
your journey forward be enriched by the 
magnificent souls who have passed before 
you, just like you have done here, for those 
you leave behind." 

“Beverly Hills, 90210” co-star Ian Ziering 

“Luke Perry was my 1st crush. Eh, more like 
obsession (I wore pins w his face on them 
to school) I used to dream of making it to 
LA just to meet him. I never got to, but I’ve 
always heard he was a really great person” 
Olivia Munn 


SOURCE: The Associated Press 

where took instant note, because girls ev¬ 
erywhere took note. And so it was sideburns, 
sideburns, sideburns, straight through the 
dawn of “Friends” and beyond. 

That Perry was a 24-year-old man playing 
a moody teenage boy was of no matter — in 
fact, “90210” solidified the bizarre prefer¬ 
ence (in both audiences and producers) to 
have our high school students played by peo¬ 
ple in their 20s. What it lacks in verisimili¬ 
tude it makes up for in the fictional ideal, the 
aspiration to beauty. How else to sell all those 
Stridex skin-care pads? How else to sell all 
those pairs of Guess jeans? 

Here is the part where I ought to go deeper 
on Perry’s character and his impact on the 
show, back to the Peach Pit as it were, and 
reference Dylan’s words and deeds, and how 
or whether they mattered. I want to, but the 


point of these breaking celebrity-death tone 
poems is always this: The clock is ticking, 
and your time is short. 

Dylan was with Brenda (Shannen Doherty) 
and then he was with Kelly (Jennie Garth) 
— in that order, correct? He had a drinking 
problem, yes? He had daddy issues, right? (A 
criminal dad?) Why do I remember the back- 
stage spats more than the twists and turns of 
life at Beverly Hills High? 

It seemed as if Dylan got all the intense 
scenes. It seemed like a living room full of 
chatty friends would fall silent whenever 
Dylan was on. Years away from high-def, he 
somehow seemed high-def There was a mo¬ 
ment when the entire country (and foreign 
viewers, too) had their eyes on Luke Perry’s 
eyes. The new heartthrob! Was there more to 
him — a bona fide film star, perhaps? 

He flashed, he fizzled, he left after six sea¬ 
sons on the show. The hunt for the new James 
Dean never stopped, turning its attentions to 
Matt Damon and Matthew McConaughey. 
Perry appeared steadily in a variety of proj¬ 
ects, thanks mainly to the Hallmark plan, 
where heartthrobs often go for honest work. 

He hved long enough to travel full circle. 
Twenty-five years later, someone again ripped 
the pages out of an old “Archie” comic book, 
realized it’s the Ur-stuff of American teenage- 
dom, and came up with “Riverdale,” a dark 
retelling in which Archie Andrews (KJ Apa) 
and his friends cope with murder, violence, 
vengeful crime and active sex lives. 

Perry took the part of Archie’s hard-work¬ 
ing single father, Fred — a handsome but 
perpetually wounded sort, given to occasion¬ 
al temptations, trying to do right by his kid. 
It was a meaningful performance from an 
actor who knew exactly what playing the role 
would represent: One minute you’re it, hotter 
than anything, and before you know it, you’re 
the one playing the dad. 

Time gets weirder and warpier, still. Re¬ 
makes and revivals and reboots and endless 
nostalgia — where will it end? Last week Fox 
announced it was bringing back “90210” 
(which it has rebooted before) this summer, 
only this time with a cleverly meta twist. Six 
of the original cast members signed on to re¬ 
turn and play “heightened versions” of them¬ 
selves, i.e., actors who have been persuaded 
to reunite for an updating of the show that 
made them all famous. Drama, as they say, 
ensues. It sounds almost too meta to bear. 

For whatever reason (Money? Scheduling 
conflict? Lack of interest? Dignity?), Luke 
Perry was not listed among those agreeing to 
return. As James Dean could tell us, what’s 
cooler than being notably absent? 
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By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump has 
worked successfully to secure the 
release of many American hos¬ 
tages held abroad. But Americans 
might be surprised to know that Syria’s 
Assad regime likely holds more American 
hostages than any state or nonstate actor, 
according to officials, activists and the 
families of those missing Americans. 

Before U.S. troops leave Syria, before the 
United States accepts any political settle¬ 
ment to the Syrian crisis, before any U.S. 
aid flows for reconstruction — President 
Bashar Assad must return all American 
citizens he is holding in his prisons and ac¬ 
count for the one he allegedly murdered. 

There are “around half a dozen” Ameri¬ 
can citizens missing in Syria and sus¬ 
pected to be held by the Assad regime, 
according to a senior administration offi¬ 
cial, who requested anonymity to discuss 
sensitive matters. One is journalist Austin 
Tice, missing since 2012. The U.S. gov¬ 
ernment has said publicly it believes the 
Assad regime is holding Tice. The other 
known cases are Syrian-Americans, none 
of whom the regime has acknowledged de¬ 
taining, the official said. 

“There are a number of Syrian-Ameri- 
can dual citizens that went missing in re¬ 
gime-held areas that the U.S. government 
is tracking, and we are engaging with dip¬ 
lomatic partners in an effort to secure their 
safe return from Syria,” the official said. 

The exact number is classified, and 
there may be cases the U.S. government is 
still not aware of Almost all engagement 
with the regime on this topic is conducted 
through the Czech ambassador in Syria. 
The Czech Republic has represented U.S. 
diplomatic interests in Syria since the clos¬ 
ing of the U.S. Embassy there in 2012. 

Last month. Trump told reporters he is 
going to work on securing the release of 


By Hugh Hewitt 
Special to The Washington Post 

I n the shadow of summit and scandal 
last week, there was stunning news 
from the Defense Department: “The 
Pentagon has decided to cut the aircraft 
carrier fleet from 11 today to 10,” Breaking 
Defense reported. “By retiring the Nimitz- 
class supercarrier USS Harry S. Truman 
at least two decades early, rather than re¬ 
fueling its nuclear reactor core in 2024 as 
planned, the military would save tens of bil¬ 
lions on overhaul and operations costs that 
it could invest in other priorities.” 

This jaw-dropping announcement 
— noted by The Washington Post’s David 
Ignatius — shocked even civilians with an 
amateur’s interest such as myself because 
of the widespread assumption that Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump had committed to a 
significant expansion of naval power on his 
watch, not a drastic cut in the force most as¬ 
sociated with the projection of U.S. power. 

Who made this decision? Breaking De¬ 
fense’s story begins: “The Pentagon has 
decided.” While the Pentagon does indeed 
decide a lot of things, it doesn’t get to decide 
the size of the carrier fleet. That is a joint 
decision made by the commander in chief 
and Congress. Not even the most able of 
defense secretaries, chairmen of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff or chiefs of naval operations 
get to “decide” to cut a carrier. 

The Pentagon’s leadership and bureau¬ 
cracy have effectively slow-rolled the 
president on his campaign promise, re¬ 
peated after his election on the deck of the 


multiple American hostages in Syria. 

Referring to his success in freeing ear¬ 
lier hostages from North Korea, Egypt, 
Turkey and elsewhere, the president said: 
“I’m 19 and 0, and I am now starting (on) 
the Syria hostages. Yes. And I have a very 
good record.” 

Officials confirmed that the president 
and his senior team are focused on return¬ 
ing Americans from Syria. The effort is led 
by special presidential envoy for hostage 
affairs Robert O’Brien, who was brought 
on last year to raise the level of attention 
and activity on the problem. 

Trump’s 19-0 tally includes Otto Warm- 
bier, who was returned from North Korea 
in 2017 in a coma only to die a few days 
later. Trump was criticized last week for 
saying he believed Kim Jong Un’s claim he 
was unaware of Warmbier’s treatment. On 
Saturday, Trump said, “I love Otto.” 

The accurate tally in Syria would be 
Assad 1, Trump 0. The Assad regime is be¬ 
lieved to have executed Illinois native Layla 
Shweikani, 26, in 2016 after a quick “trial” 
and didn’t notify her family until late last 
year. In the wake of that tragedy, other 
families of Syrian-Americans thought to 
be held by Assad are speaking out. 

In January, the family of 61-year-old Syr- 
ian-American therapist Mqjd Kamalmaz, 
who was detained in a regime-held area 
in February 2017, decided to go public 
about his case. The Czech government told 
his family that the Syrian regime had ac¬ 
knowledged they were holding Kamalmaz, 
but then later said the Syrians had changed 
their story. Kamalmaz was visiting family 
in Damascus when he was picked up at a 
regime checkpoint. He suffers from diabe¬ 
tes and other health problems; so far there’s 
no information about his current condition. 
The family held a rally last week in front of 
the White House, trying to raise awareness 
about their missing patriarch. 

The Kamalmaz family also met with ad¬ 
ministration officials and lawmakers about 


USS Gerald R. Ford, to get the Navy to its 
“needed” ship count of 355. That expansion 
has been quietly deferred again and again, 
with only Adm. John Richardson, the chief 
of naval operations, admitting that that goal 
is in doubt. 

But the president was clear. He wanted 
a 355-ship Navy and, specifically, a fleet of 
12 aircraft carriers. My reporting is that 
this “decision” is counter to the advice of 
the uniformed professionals. It is unclear 
whether the Office of Management and 
Budget, headed by Mick Mulvaney — who 
is also Trump’s acting chief of staff — had 
a role here, but it is difficult to imagine that 
national security adviser John Bolton is 
complicit in this proposed slashing of the 
capacity to project U.S. power. 

Rarely does bureaucratic mutiny among 
the civilians at the Pentagon appear in 
such an unvarnished fashion as with this 
announcement about the decision to es¬ 
sentially halve the USS Truman’s lifespan. 
Leaking this “decision” through the media 
was the most obvious of trial balloons. 

But that the Pentagon’s senior leadership 
has begun down this road without even a 
whisper in public to, say, the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and its chairman. Sen. 
James Inhofe, R-Okla., suggests that the 
Pentagon respects neither Congress nor the 
president and his national security team. If 
acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan is 
nominated to fill the position full time, this 
story should greatly complicate his confir¬ 
mation path. Indeed, it wouldn’t surprise 
me if a Shanahan opponent leaked it for that 
very purpose. 


the case, including Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Rep. French Hill, R-Ark. The 
family has roots in both Iowa and Arkan¬ 
sas. Hill brought Kamalmaz’s son, Khalid, 
to the president’s State of the Union ad¬ 
dress last month. 

The names of the other Syrian-Ameri¬ 
cans believed to be held by the Assad re¬ 
gime are kept secret in accordance with 
their families’ wishes. While each story 
is unique and information about them is 
scarce, the FBI, State Department and 
other agencies are all engaged in trying to 
track them down and bring them home. 

Some believe the hostages must be in¬ 
cluded in any negotiation with Assad over 
the future status of Syria and its participa¬ 
tion in international organizations. 

“The way this movie ends is in Geneva,” 
said Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who 
speaks to Trump often about Syria. “So we 
would expect that any solution to the Syria 
problem would include the return of all the 
American hostages.” 

The activists and families are hoping for 
action much sooner. They look at Trump’s 
North Korea gambit and see a precedent 
that hostages should be released at the start 
of any negotiations, rather than as part of 
any final deal. They also know torture and 
murder are rampant in Assad’s dungeons. 

“Assad tortures to death countless men, 
women, children and elderly,” said Mouaz 
Moustafa, executive director of the Syrian 
Emergency Task Force. “The fact that he 
holds multiple innocent American citizens 
in his dungeons is outrageous. They must 
all be brought home now.” 

Assad should be on notice that the U.S. 
government and the American people are 
tracking his imprisonment of Americans 
and he will be held personally responsible 
for their treatment and their safe return. 
If Assad wants the U.S. to leave Syria, he 
must release his American hostages first. 

Josh Rogin is a coiumnist for the Global Opinions 
section of The Washington Post. 


Given that any new carriers will take a 
decade or longer to be commissioned, the 
presence or absence of the USS Truman 
in the fleet will affect at least three future 
presidents, possibly more. You can’t deploy 
assets that have been mothballed. You can’t 
project U.S. power with a so-called ghost 
fleet. 

Expect defenders of this move to claim, 
“This is a temporary drop in size of the car¬ 
rier fleet. We will get back to 12 carriers 
quickly.” That boat doesn’t float, and con¬ 
gressional oversight will get into the details 
of the supposed “plan of transition.” Even 
if persuasive, it isn’t the sort of decision the 
Pentagon gets to make on its own. 

The issue of carrier vulnerability has 
been aired for years among Navy profes¬ 
sionals, such as my frequent radio guest 
Jerry Hendrix, a retired Navy captain and 
defense analyst. But none of this discussion 
has been the focus of pubhc debate. No one 
has stood up and said anything like: “The 
president is wrong. Carriers are too vulner¬ 
able to long-range missiles from the Peo¬ 
ple’s Repubhc of China or swarms of drones 
from anywhere.” If carrier critics want to 
make a case, they need to unveil arguments, 
not announcements. 

The Pentagon fired the first shot at the 
president and his on-the-record plans. Let’s 
see what the response is. If Trump has been 
sucker-punched, expect the reaction to be 
loud and public. 

Washington Post contributing columnist Hugh 
Hewitt hosts a nationally syndicated radio show 
and is author of “The Fourth Way: The Conservative 
Playbook for a Lasting GOP Majority.” 


Who is mothballing an aircraft carrier? And why? 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

US ends special trade deals with India, Turkey 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey 
and India reacted with a mix of 
anger and resignation Tuesday 
at the United States’ decision to 
end a preferential trade program 
with the countries that will see 
some tariffs return on goods. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer announced 
Monday that India and Turkey 
will within 60 days no longer 
qualify for a zero tariffs status 
that is given to some poor coun¬ 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — Fast-food chain 
KFC is memorializing a popu¬ 
lar Chinese Communist hero 
with restaurant decor extolling 
his deeds in a rare matching of 
an iconic American brand with 
Communist propaganda. 

The official Xinhua News Agen¬ 
cy said the company launched its 
first “Lei Feng Spirit” restaurant 
in Lei’s home province of Hunan 
on Sunday, ahead of Tuesday’s of¬ 
ficial remembrance day for the 
soldier who died in 1962 at the 
age of 21. 

Lei’s example of selfless ser¬ 
vice to the Communist Party and 
his comrades was popularized 
in 1963 by former leader Mao 
Zedong and remains a rallying 
point for party unity and public 
service. Critics question the facts 
surrounding his alleged good 
deeds, saying most were based 
on accounts in a diary reportedly 
found after his death. 

The KFC restaurant in the 
provincial capital of Changsha is 
decorated with Lei’s writings and 


tries to help them grow. The de¬ 
cision came at President Donald 
Trump’s direction. 

Turkey’s trade minister 
slammed the decision, saying 
it would only harm American 
small and medium-sized enter¬ 
prises and manufacturers by 
raising costs. 

Ruhsar Pekcan tweeted 
Tuesday that Turkey intends 
to press ahead with efforts to 
increase trade with the U.S. to 
$75 billion “without losing any 
momentum.” 


image. The company did not im¬ 
mediately respond to requests for 
comment. 

“Lei Feng has been the role 
model for generations of Chinese. 
As the KFC (outlet) in his home¬ 
town, we will spare no effort to 
promote his spirit,” He Min, gen¬ 


Turkey imported $20.9 bil¬ 
lion in goods under the tax-free 
scheme in the first 11 months 
of 2018. It exported $1.74 bil¬ 
lion to the U.S., making Turkey 
the fifth-largest supplier to U.S. 
among the developing countries. 

India said it would accept 
the decision without further 
negotiations. 

The decision reflects a failure 
for the two sides to come to agree¬ 
ment on various trade issues, but 
is not one India will try to fight, 
said Monideepa M. Mukherjee, 


eral manager for KFC’s Hunan 
region, was quoted as saying by 
Xinhua. 

In addition to opening the 
themed restaurant, KFC plans to 
“promote the Lei Feng spirit in 
its more than 250 outlets in the 
province and encourage its staff 


a spokeswoman for India’s Com¬ 
merce Ministry. 

In the announcement, Light¬ 
hizer said India had not agreed 
to open up its markets more to 
U.S. companies. 

Mukherjee said India dis¬ 
agrees over the market access 
issue, but has outgrown the pref¬ 
erential trade status, called Gen¬ 
eralized System of Preferences. 
The savings on tariffs amounted 
to only $190 million a year, the 
ministry said. 

“The GSP benefits will go; the 


to learn from the role model,” Xi¬ 
nhua said. 

Lei Feng day is marked annu¬ 
ally by acts of public service such 
as clearing garbage and visiting 
the elderly. 

Communist leaders revived 
his memory more than a decade 
ago in a bid to stir support for the 
party among the younger genera¬ 
tion born after the abandonment 
of orthodox Marxism in the 1980s 
and the crushing of pro-democra¬ 
cy protests centered on Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. 


MARKET WATCH 


March 4, 2019 

Dow Jones -206.67 
industrials 25,819.65 


Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


Russell 

2000 


U.S. will not relent on this,” said 
Mukherjee. 

“It’s meant for least-developed 
countries, and India has gradu¬ 
ated out of that.” 

India is one of the fastest grow¬ 
ing emerging economies. 

The Generalized System of 
Preferences program gives de¬ 
veloping countries duty-free 
treatment for exports of thou¬ 
sands of products. It is meant 
to help such countries grow 
their economies by encouraging 
trade. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 6).$1.1623 

Dollar buys (March 6).€0.8604 

British pound (March 6).$1.35 

Japanese yen (March 6).109.00 

South Korean won (March 6).1,098.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3136 

Canada (Dollar) 1 3340 

China (Yuan) 6 7051 

Denmark (Krone).6.5911 

Egypt (Pound).17.5125 

Euro.$1.1320/0.8834 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8499 

Hungary (Forint).278.75 

Israel (Shekel).3.6142 

Japan (Yen).111.93 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3039 

Norway (Krone) 8 6591 

Philippines (Peso).52.41 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3555 

South Korea (Won).1,127.06 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0004 

Thailand (Baht).31.75 

Turkey (Lira).5.3875 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.41 

30-year bond.3.09 


KFC dedicates China restaurant to Communist hero 



Andy Wong/AP 


A woman looks at a menu in front of a KFC restaurant in Beijing in 
2014. KFC iaunched a themed “Lei Feng Spirit” restaurant Tuesday, 
the official remembrance day for a soldier w^o died in 1962. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Shade 
4 Frontiersman 
Crockett 
8 Pocket bread 
12100 percent 

13 Dutch cheese 

14 Pedestal 
occupant 

15 Cowboy’s 
sweetie 

16 Do math 
18 Slowpoke 

20 Hydrocarbon 
suffix 

21 Cushions 
24 Persian Gulf 

emirate 
28 Nutritional 
label info 

32 Flamingo’s color 

33 Copper head? 

34 Lauder of 
cosmetics 

36 Summer on 
the Seine 

37 Guns the engine 
39 Toe of Italy’s boot 
41 Fashion 

43 Hit with a 
stun gun 

44 Ms. Thurman 
46 Gossip 

50 Baseball’s 
“Iron Man” 

55 Deluge refuge 

56 Now, in a memo 

57 Cowboy’s 
neckwear 

58 Luau bowlful 


59 Quick swims 

60 Winter blanket 

61 Novelist Rand 

DOWN 

1 Crones 

2 — Bator 

3 First lady of scat 

4 Proclaim 

5 Nabokov novel 

6 Batman portrayer 
Kilmer 

7 Village People hit 

8 Accumulate 

9 Hollywood’s 
Lupino 

10 Nanny’s charge 

11 Hearty quaff 
17 German 

conjunction 
19 Wall St. debut 

22 Platter 

23 Attack 


25 Coffin stand 

26 Con 

27 Furniture 
brand 

28 2006 Pixar film 

29 Help a hood 

30 Tax 

31 Actress Ward 
35 “Calm down!” 

38 Drinks noisily 
40 Spell-off 

42 Brit, record label 
45 LAPD alerts 

47 Wine valley 

48 Helen’s home 

49 Related 

50 Scoundrel 

51 “— was 
saying ...” 

52 Napkin’s place 

53 -Tiki” 

54 “Evil Woman” 
band 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



3-6 


CRYPTOQUIP 


GJIXJA KZDZEP NX N 
XREX-QZKKRG ARVJAX XJ 
XARNX DZVZXJAV’ 

NQQKZIXZJEV: N INYT-TNZE 

YNENPRA. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN PEOPLE USE 
MOBILE PHONES’ CALCULATORS, WHAT MIGHT 
THEY VERY WELL BE DOING? CELL DIVISION. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals C 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 

red flags. 


buy sight unseen and I 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent usin 



SELLER BEWARE 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms 
with The list of signed players includes: 
RHPs Victor Alcantara, Sandy Baez, 
Buck Farmer, Reed Garrett, Eduardo 
Jimenez, Joe Jimenez, Franklin Perez, 
Zac Reininger, Spencer Turnbull and 
Drew VerHagen; LHPs Ryan Carpenter, 
Jose Fernandez, Matt Flail, Gregory Soto 
and Daniel Stumpf; Cs Grayson Greiner 
and John Flicks; INFs Sergio Alcantara, 
Jeimer Candelario, Willi Castro, Brandon 
Dixon, Niko Goodrum, Dawel Lugo and 
Ronny Rodriguez; and OFs JaCoby Jones, 
Mikie Mahtook, Dustin Peterson, Victor 
Reyes and Christin Stewart on one-year 
contracts. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Activated SS Addi¬ 
son Russell from the restricted list. 

NEW YORK METS - Renewed the con¬ 
tract of RFIP Edwin Diaz. Agreed to terms 
with RFHPs Tyler Bashlor, Kyle Dowdy, 
Chris Flexen, Drew Gagnon, Robert Gsell- 
man, Eric Flanhold, Franklyn Kilome, 
Walker Lockett, Seth Lugo, Corey Oswalt, 
Tim Peterson, Jacob Rhame, Paul Sewald 
and Drew Smith; OFs Keon Broxton and 
Brandon Nimmo; INFs Gavin Cecchini, 
J.D. Davis, Luis Guillorme, T.J. Rivera, 
Amed Rosario and Dominic Smith; INF/ 
OF Jeff McNeil; C Tomas Nido; and LHP 
Daniel Zamora on one-year contracts. 
Named Al Leiter and John Franco base¬ 
ball operations advisers. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Signed OF 
Miguel Tejeda Jr. to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - CEO Larry 
Baer is taking a leave of absence. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA - Fined Detroit C Zaza Pachu- 
lia $25,000 for confronting and verbally 
abusing a game official and failing to 
leave the court in a timely manner upon 
his ejection, during a March 3 game 
against Toronto. 

MILWAUKE BUCKS - Signed G Eric 
Bledsoe to a contract extension. 

Women’s NBA 

INDIANA FEVER - Named Allison Bar¬ 
ber president and chief operating officer. 
Promoted Tamika Catchins to vice presi¬ 
dent of basketball operations. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed the fran¬ 
chise tag on DT Grady Jarrett. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Placed the fran¬ 
chise tag on DE/LB Jadeveon Clowney. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Placed the 
franchise tag on LB Dee Ford. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
TE Dwayne Allen and WR Darren An- 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Re-Signed QB 
Alex Tanney. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Signed G 
Isaac Seumalo to a three-year contract 
extension. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed OL 
Mike Person to a three-year contract ex¬ 
tension. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Placed the 
franchise tag on DE Frank Clark. 

Alliance of American Football 

SAN DIEGO FLEET - Placed CB Jude 
Adjei-Barimah and QB Philip Nelson and 
injured reserve. Waived RB Paul James. 
Re-signed OL Brandon Hodges. Activated 
RB Bishop Sankey from injured reserve. 
Signed QB Alek Torgersen. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recalled F Matt 
Luff from Ontario (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Agreed to 
terms with D Joey Keane on an entry- 
level contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Promoted JoAnn Neale to pres¬ 
ident and chief administrative officer 
and Gary Stevenson to deputy commis¬ 
sioner and president of MLS Business 
Ventures. 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Signed M Ally 
Hamis Ng’anzi on a one-year loan from 
MFK Vyskov (Moravskoslezska Fotbalova 
Liga-Czech Republic) and loaned him to 
Forward Madison FC (USL) for the 2019 

National Women’s Soccer League 

ORLANDO PRIDE - Signed G Haley 
Kopmeyer, D Tony Pressley and Fs Cami- 
la, Rachel Hill and Danica Evans. 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Signed D Sam 
Staab, D/F Tegan McGrady and Ms Jor¬ 
dan DiBiasi, Dorian Bailey and Bayley 
Feist. 

TENNIS 

ITF — Named Jack Anderson, Brian 
Havill, David Howman and Urvasi Naidoo 
to the ethics commission. 

COLLEGE 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE - Announced 
commissioner Jim Delaney will step 
down at the end of his contract on June 
30, 2020. 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Mar. 3, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking; 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (42) 29-2 1,578 1 

2. Virginia (21) 26-2 1,553 2 

3. North Carolina 24-5 1,428 5 

4. Duke (1) 25-4 1,399 3 

5. Tennessee 26-3 1,366 7 

6. Kentucky 24-5 1,274 4 

7. Michigan 26-4 1,216 9 

8. Texas Tech 24-5 1,100 11 

9. Michigan St. 23-6 1,039 6 

10. LSU 24-5 1,005 13 

11. Purdue 22-7 999 14 

12. Houston 27-2 895 8 

13. Kansas 22-7 798 15 

14. Florida St. 23-6 702 18 

15. Virginia Tech 22-6 668 20 

16. Marquette 23-6 626 10 

17. Nevada 26-3 579 12 

18. Kansas St 22-7 499 16 

19. Buffalo 26-3 437 21 

20. Cincinnati 25-4 408 23 

21. Wisconsin 20-9 322 19 

22. Wofford 26-4 269 24 

23. Villanova 22-8 214 - 

24. Maryland 21-9 207 17 

25. UCF 22-6 48 - 

Others receiving votes: Auburn 43, 

Mississippi St. 25, Iowa St. 21, Utah St. 
17, Washington 14, VCU 14, Louisville 12, 
New Mexico St. 8, Baylor 7, Belmont 7, 
Old Dominion 3. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The t( 


place votes in parentheses, records 
through March 3, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking; 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (27) 29-2 795 1 

2. Virginia (5) 26-2 772 2 

3. North Carolina 24-5 720 5 

4. Tennessee 26-3 682 7 

4. Duke 25-4 682 2 

6. Kentucky 24-5 633 4 

7. Michigan 26-4 576 10 

8. Texas Tech 24-5 561 11 

9. Purdue 22-7 533 12 

10. LSU 24-5 486 14 

11. Michigan State 23-6 475 8 

12. Houston 27-2 444 6 

13. Florida State 23-6 369 17 

14. Kansas 22-7 350 16 

15. Marquette 23-6 344 9 

16. Virginia Tech 22-6 332 19 

17. Kansas State 22-7 323 15 

18. Nevada 26-3 279 13 

19. Cincinnati 25-4 246 22 

20. Buffalo 26-3 217 23 

21. Wisconsin 20-9 142 18 

22. Wofford 26-4 113 25 

23. Villanova 22-8 88 - 

24. Maryland 21-9 82 20 

25. Iowa State 20-9 24 - 

Others receiving votes: UCF 22, Wash¬ 
ington 22, Louisville 20, Mississippi State 
14, Auburn 12, Baylor 11, Utah State 9, 
Arizona State 5, Florida 5, Hofstra 5, VCU 
3, Iowa 2, Belmont 1, Texas 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Virginia 79, Syracuse 53 
SOUTH 

Grambling St. 77, MVSU 75 
Md.-Eastern Shore 78, Morgan St. 73 
Norfolk St. 74, Delaware St. 66 
Prairie View 96, Alabama St. 69 
Texas Southern 66, Alabama A&M 61 
SOUTHWEST 

Jackson St. 57, Ark.-Pine Bluff 56 
Kansas St. 64, TCU 52 
Texas Tech 70, Texas 51 

FAR WEST 

Idaho St. 78, Weber St. 74 
Montana 66, N. Arizona 64 
Montana St. 90, S. Utah 83 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 


Baltimore 9, Minnesota' 

Miami 9, Washington 8 
N.Y. Mets (SS) 7, Houston (ss) 4 
Detroit 9, St. Louis 5 
Boston 9, N.Y. Mets (ss) 3 
Chicago Cubs 9, Cincinnati (ss) 1 
L.A. Dodgers 8, San Francisco 2 
Colorado 4, Texas 4 
L.A. Angels 6, Chicago White Sox 6 
San Diego 8, Cleveland 0 
Cincinnati (ss) 3, Arizona 3 
Tuesday’s games 

Boston vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla. 
Toronto vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 
Tampa Bay (ss) vs. Minnesota at Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

Atlanta vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa¬ 
ter, Fla. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 
Chicago White Sox (ss) vs. Cleveland 
at Goodyear, Ariz. 

San Diego (ss) vs. Chicago White Sox 
(ss) at Phoenix 

Texas vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 
Chicago Cubs vs. L.A. Angels at Tem- 

Seattle vs. San Diego (ss) at Peoria, Ariz. 
Milwaukee vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 


TOURNAMENTS 
Atlantic Sun Conference 
First Round 

Liberty 72, Jacksonville 58 
Lipscomb 86, Kennesaw St. 71 
NJIT 83, Florida Gulf Coast 76 
North Florida 76, North Alabama 66 

Mid-South Conference Tournament 
Championship 

Georgetown (Ky.) 104, Life 75 
NSIC Conference Tournament 

Semifinals 

Northern St. (SD) 77, Winona St. 76 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Mar. 3, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (28) 27-1 700 1 

2. UConn 27-2 663 2 

3. Louisville 27-2 638 3 

4. Notre Dame 27-3 625 4 

5. Mississippi St. 27-2 580 5 

6. Oregon 27-3 567 6 

7. Stanford 25-4 518 7 

8. Maryland 26-3 508 8 

9. NC State 25-4 442 10 

10. Iowa 23-6 431 12 

11. Oregon St. 24-6 428 9 

12. South Carolina 21-8 348 14 

13. Kentucky 24-6 326 11 

14. Gonzaga 27-3 320 16 

15. Texas A&M 23-6 307 19 

16. Miami 24-7 289 15 

17. Marquette 24-6 268 13 

18. Syracuse 22-7 239 17 

19. Iowa St. 22-7 235 20 

20. Arizona St. 19-9 151 21 

21. Texas 21-8 119 18 

22. Florida St. 22-7 82 22 

22. Drake 23-5 82 23 

24. Rice 24-3 75 24 

25. UCLA 19-11 62 25 

Others receiving votes: South Dakota 

St. 23, South Dakota 23, DePaul 19, BYU 7, 
Rutgers 7, Kansas St 7, Florida Gulf Coast 
5, UCF 4, Missouri 2. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Baylor 63, West Virginia 57 
Bryant 69, LIU Brooklyn 54 
Delaware St. 59, Norfolk St. 56 
Fairleigh Dickinson 66, CCSU 63 
Morgan St. 57, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Sacred Heart 54, Robert Morris 45 
St. Francis (Pa.) 67, Wagner 58 
St. Francis Brooklyn 69, Mount St. 
Mary’s 65 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 67, Prairie View 59 
Barton 82, Limestone 72 
Cincinnati 80, Tulane 65 
East Carolina 67, SMU 61 
Freed-Hardeman 60, Columbia (Mo.) 53 
MVSU 79, Grambling St. 61 
Old Dominion 69, Longwood 48 
Temple 84, Memphis 53 
Texas Southern 56, Alabama A&M 45 
UConn 57, South Florida 47 
MIDWEST 
Iowa St. 69, Kansas 49 
Wichita St. 71, Tulsa 49 
SOUTHWEST 

Jackson St. 61, Ark.-Pine Bluff 41 
Kansas St. 68, Oklahoma St. 58 
UCF 59, Houston 50 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. 70, New Mexico 66 
Montana St. 70, S. Utah 55 
N. Arizona 85, Montana 65 
Utah St. 70, Colorado St. 59 
Wyoming 85, San Jose St. 56 
TOURNAMENTS 

Mid-South Conference Tournament 
Championship 

Campbellsville 64, Shawnee St. 50 

NSIC Conference Tournament 
Semifinals 

Minn. Duluth 68, Bemidji St. 50 
Minn. St. (Moorhead) 77, Sioux Falls 64 


Ariz 

South Florida vs. Tampa Bay (ss) at 
Port Charlotte, Fla. 

Arizona vs. Kansas City at Surprise, Ariz. 

Wednesday’s games 

Pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 

Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

Atlanta (ss) vs. Miami (ss) at Jupiter, Fla. 

Miami (ss) vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Detroit vs. Atlanta (ss) at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla. 

Kansas City vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
Ariz. 

San Francisco vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

L.A. Angels vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear, 

Oakland vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Cleveland vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through March 3 and 
previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (49) 25-4-3 999 1 

2. UMass(l) 26-7-0 947 2 

3. Minnesota Duluth 21-9-2 882 3 

4. Minnesota State 27-7-2 847 4 

5. Quinnipiac 25-7-2 805 5 

6. Denver 19-8-5 749 6 

7. Ohio State 20-9-5 675 7 

8. Providence 20-9-6 648 8 

9. Northeastern 22-10-1 568 9 

10. Cornell 17-8-4 539 11 

11. Clarkson 22-10-2 507 13 

12. Western Michigan 18-13-1 413 10 

13. Arizona State 21-12-1 353 12 

14. Harvard 17-9-3 333 16 

15. Bowling Green 21-9-5 269 15 

16. Notre Dame 18-13-3 265 17 

16. UMass Lowell 18-11-4 265 14 

18. Penn State 19-13-2 186 18 

19. North Dakota 16-15-2 72 20 

20. Lake Superior 21-11-2 64 19 

Others receiving votes: Union 38, Min¬ 
nesota 32, Northern Michigan 18, Ameri¬ 
can International 17, Boston University 5, 
Maine 3, Bentley 1. 

Men’s tournaments 


AHC 

First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 8 

Army at Mercyhurst 
Canisius at Niagara 
Holy Cross at Robert Morris 

Saturday, March 9 
Army at Mercyhurst 
Canisius at Niagara 
Holy Cross at Robert Morris 
Sunday, March 10 (if necessary) 
Army at Mercyhurst 
Canisius at Niagara 
Holy Cross at Robert Morris 
At HarborCenter 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 


Middle two remaining seeds 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 

Semifinal winners 

BIG TEN 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 8 
Michigan State at Notre Dame 
Michigan at Minnesota 
Wisconsin at Penn State 

Saturday, March 9 
Michigan at Minnesota 
Wisconsin at Penn State 
Michigan State at Notre Dame 
Sunday, March 10 (if necessary) 
Michigan at Minnesota 
Wisconsin at Penn State 
Michigan State at Notre Dame 
ECAC 

First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 8 

St. Lawrence at Dartmouth 
RPI at Yale 
Colgate at Union 
Princeton at Brown 

Saturday, March 9 
St. Lawrence at Dartmouth 
RPI at Yale 
Colgate at Union 
Princeton at Brown 
Sunday, March 10 (if necessary) 

RPI at Yale 

St. Lawrence at Dartmouth 
Colgate at Union 
Princeton at Brown 

WCHA 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 8 

Bemidji State at Lake Superior State 
Alaska at Northern Michigan 
Michigan Tech at Bowling Green 
Alabama Huntsville at Minnesota 
State 

Saturday, March 9 

Bemidji State at Lake Superior State 
Alaska at Northern Michigan 
Michigan Tech at Bowling Green 
Alabama Huntsville at Minnesota State 
Sunday, March 10 (if necessary) 
Bemidji State at Lake Superior State 
Alaska at Northern Michigan 
Michigan Tech at Bowling Green 
Alabama Huntsville at Minnesota State 


College baseball ■ Pro football 


Collegiate Baseball poll 


TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through March 3, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
IS done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 


1. Florida State 

2. Vanderbilt 

3. Oregon State 

4. North Carolina 

5. N.C. State 

6. UCLA 

7. Texas 

8. Mississippi State 

9. LSU 

10. Texas Tech 

11. Stanford 

12. Coastal Carolina 

13. Louisville 

14. Florida 

15. Georgia 

16. Arkansas 

17. Arizona State 

18. Mississippi 

19. South Carolina 

20. Clemson 

21. Baylor 

22. Duke 

23. Texas A&M 

24. Tennessee 

25. Oklahoma 

26. Michigan 

27. Auburn 

28. Miami 

29. Washington 

30. Illinois 


10-0 494 
9-2 492 2 

10- 1 490 5 

11- 1 488 6 

11-0 486 10 

9-2 485 3 

10-3 482 18 

10-1 480 16 

8- 3 477 1 

6- 3 475 4 

9- 2 473 8 

10- 2 470 11 

8- 3 467 12 

9- 4 465 13 

9-2 464 9 

9-1 461 22 

11- 0 460 24 

8- 2 457 17 

9- 2 455 30 

8- 3 453 15 

9- 2 451 14 

9-2 448 21 

11- 2 447 23 

12- 0 446 - 

11-1 445 - 

8- 1 442 25 

9- 2 439 29 

9-2 437 - 

7- 2 434 - 

7-2 429 26 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Alvernia 6, Thiel 1 

St. Vincent 11-12, Hilbert 4-1 

Wentworth 12-8, Penn State-Fayette 2-0 

SOUTH 

Charleston Southern 12, Ball St. 4 
Grace (Ind.) 13, Mich.-Dearborn 1 
Indiana Wesleyan at Martin Method- 

Kenyon 2-4, Houghton 1-2 
Loyola (NO) 7-9, Dakota St. 6-0 
Madonna 3, Mich.-Dearborn 2,10 innings 
Bluefield 3-2, Reinhardt 2-4 
Truett-McConnell 18, Milligan 6 
MIDWEST 

Concordia (Moor.) 7-19, King’s (Pa.) 4-2 
Defiance 12-10, Elms 8-4 
Findlay 12, W.Va. Wesleyan 6 
Illinois College 5, Muhlenberg 1 
Judson 14-7, Cornerstone 5-4 
FAR WEST 

La Sierra at Simpson (Calif.), ppd. 
Vanguard 7, San Diego Christian 2 
William Jessup 3, The Master’s 0 


MLB calendar 

March 20-21 — Opening series, Seattle 
vs. Oakland at Tokyo. 

March 28 — Opening day for other 
teams, active rosters reduced to 25 play- 


ATP money leaders 

Through March 3 

1. Novak DJokovic $3,032,210 

2. Rafael Nadal $1,502,930 

3. Stefanos Tsitsipas $1,129,360 

4. Roger Federer $753,147 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Orlando 4 0 0 1.000 118 63 

Birmingham 3 1 0 .750 77 33 

Memphis 1 3 0 .250 61 90 

Atlanta 1 3 0 .250 44 103 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 
San Antonio 2 2 0 .500 67 85 

San Diego 2 2 0 .500 84 64 

Arizona 2 2 0 .500 84 77 

Salt Lake 1 3 0 .250 65 85 

Saturday’s games 
Memphis 26, San Diego 23 
Orlando 20, Salt Lake 11 

Sunday’s games 
San Antonio 12, Birmingham 11 
Atlanta 14, Arizona 11 

Saturday, March 9 
Orlando at Birmingham 
Salt Lake at San Diego 

Sunday, March 10 
Memphis at Atlanta 
San Antonio at Arizona 


Toronto FC ______ 

D.C. United 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Montreal 1 0 0 3 2 1 

New York City FC 0 0 1 12 2 

Orlando City 0 0 1 12 2 

Columbus 0 0 1 111 

New York 0 0 1 111 

New England 0 0 1 111 

Chicago 0 10 0 12 

Philadelphia 0 10 0 13 

Atlanta 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Cincinnati 0 10 0 14 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Seattle 1 0 0 3 4 1 

Minnesota United 1 0 0 3 3 2 

LA Galaxy 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Los Angeles FC 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Portland 0 0 1 13 3 

Colorado 0 0 1 13 3 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 1 111 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Houston 0 0 1 111 

Vancouver 010 023 

Sporting KC 0 10 0 12 

San Jose 0 10 0 12 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at Chicago 
Colorado at New England 
Columbus at New England 
LA Galaxy at FC Dallas 
Montreal at Houston 
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake 
Minnesota United at San Jose 
Colorado at Seattle 

Sunday’s games 
D.C. United at New York City FC 
Philadelphia at Sporting Kansas City 
Cincinnati at Atlanta 
Portland at Los Angeles FC 
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NBA 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Oubre helps Suns 
surprise Bucks 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — The Phoenix 
Suns have had a dreadful season, 
one of growing pains, long los¬ 
ing streaks and blowout losses. 
However, on Monday night they 
put together a performance that 
was far from that of the team that 
came in with the NBA’s worst 
record. 

Kelly Oubre Jr. had 27 points 
and 13 rebounds, and the Suns 
rallied from a 10-point fourth 
quarter deficit to beat the NBA- 
best Milwaukee Bucks 114-105 on 
Monday night. 

“We can’t back down when a 
team goes on a run,” Oubre said. 
“We’ve got to make our own, too, 
coming back at them.” 

Devin Booker added 22 points 
and Deandre Ayton had 19 points 
and 12 rebounds, including a key 
layup with 35.8 seconds to play 
that gave the Suns a four-point 
lead. 

Booker and Ayton teamed up 
on the play when Ayton rolled to 
the basket. 

“He preached to me all the 
time about that move, about how 
guys overplay him sometimes 
and how the lane is right there for 
me,” Ayton said. 

The Suns outscored the Bucks 
38-23 in the final quarter and 
swept the two-game season series 
with Milwaukee. 

All-Star Giannis Antetok- 
ounmpo had 21 points and 13 
rebounds, and Malcolm Brogdon 
scored 19 points for the Bucks, 
who have lost two straight games 
for the first time this season. Mil¬ 
waukee shot 36.8 percent as a 
team. 

“It’s kind of hard to think we 
lost to Phoenix twice,” Antetok- 
ounmpo said. “But they played 
better than us. They came out 
there and set the tone.” 

“I don’t think we take them as 
seriously as we should,” Brogdon 
said. “It’s just a lack of focus.” 

The Bucks led by 16 points in 
the first half, only to trail by three 
in the third quarter. 

Milwaukee, the team with the 
NBAs best road record coming 
in, couldn’t put away Phoenix in 
the final quarter. 

“We’re finding our rhythm. 
We’re finding ways to pull out 
games,” Oubre said. 

Spurs 104, Nuggets 103: 
DeMar DeRozan had 24 points 
and LaMarcus Aldridge added 
22 as host San Antonio withstood 
Denver’s closing rally. 

The Nuggets fought back from 
21 down and held the Spurs score¬ 
less over the final IVi minutes, 
getting the final nine points to 
pull within one, but missed three 
shots in the last 16.2 seconds. 

Jamal Murray missed a three- 
pointer with 16.2 seconds to go 
and a runner five seconds later 
but the Nuggets maintained pos¬ 
session both times as the Spurs 



Matt York/AP 


Suns forward Kelly Oubre Jr. had 
27 points and 13 rebounds in a 
114-105 victory over the Bucks 
on Monday in Phoenix. 

tipped the ball out of bounds. Al¬ 
dridge then slapped Jokic’s pass 
down and Rudy Gay was fouled 
after securing the loose ball. 

Clippers 113, Lakers 105: 
Danilo Gallinari scored 23 points, 
Lou Williams added 21 and the 
Los Angeles Clippers dealt an¬ 
other blow to the Los Angeles 
Lakers’ fading playoff hopes. 

Gallinari led six Clippers scor¬ 
ing in double figures while they 
comfortably maintained a lead 
over their Staples Center co-ten¬ 
ants down the stretch. The Clip¬ 
pers (37-29) took sole possession 
of seventh place in the Western 
Conference standings with their 
sixth win in eight games. 

LeBron James scored 27 points 
and R^on Rondo had his 32nd ca¬ 
reer triple-double, but the Lakers 
took their ninth loss in 12 games 
since they beat the Clippers on 
Jan. 31. 

Kings 115, Knicks 108: 

Buddy Hield scored 28 points and 
Harrison Barnes had 22 points 
and 10 rebounds in his best game 
with his new team as host Sacra¬ 
mento beat woeful New York. 

Pelicans 115, Jazz 112: Jrue 
Holiday and Julius Randle each 
scored 30 points to rally New Or¬ 
leans past host Utah. 

Anthony Davis had 15 points 
and 11 rebounds in three quar¬ 
ters for the Pelicans. Davis sat 
out all but the last second of the 
fourth, yet New Orleans still won 
its third straight game. 

Nets 127, Mavericks 88: De- 
Marre Carroll scored 22 points, 
Rodions Kurucs had 19 and host 
Brooklyn snapped a three-game 
losing streak with an easy win 
over Dallas. 

Heat 114, Hawks 113: Dw- 

yane Wade scored 14 of his 23 
points in the fourth quarter and 
Miami won its season-high third 
straight home game by topping 
Atlanta. 

It was the highest-scoring quar¬ 
ter of the season for Wade. 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 


L Pet 

18 .719 
23 .635 
26 .594 
33 .500 
51 .203 
Southeast Division 

30 35 .462 


Orlando 
Charlotte 

Miami 29 34 .460 - 

Washington 26 37 .413 3 

Atlanta 22 43 .338 8 

Centrai Division 

x-Milwaukee 48 16 .750 - 

Indiana 41 23 .641 7 

Detroit 31 31 .500 16 

Chicago 18 46 .281 30 

Cleveland 16 48 .250 32 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 38 25 .603 - 

San Antonio 36 29 .554 3 

New Orleans 30 36 .455 9'/2 

Dallas 27 36 .429 11 

Memphis 25 40 .385 14 

Northwest Division 

Denver 42 21 .667 - 

Oklahoma City 39 24 .619 3 

Portland 39 24 .619 3 

Utah 36 27 .571 6 

Minnesota 29 34 .460 13 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 44 19 .698 - 

L.A. Clippers 37 29 .561 8'/2 

Sacramento 32 31 .508 12 

L.A. Lakers 30 34 .469 M'/z 

Phoenix 14 51 .215 31 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Sunday’s games 
Portland 118, Charlotte 108 
Atlanta 123, Chicago 118 
Houston 115, Boston 104 
L.A. Clippers 128, New York 107 
Cleveland 107, Orlando 93 
Detroit 112, Toronto 107, OT 
Washington 135, Minnesota 121 
Oklahoma City 99, Memphis 95 
Monday’s games 
Brooklyn 127, Dallas 88 
Miami 114, Atlanta 113 
San Antonio 104, Denver 103 
New Orleans 115, Utah 112 
Phoenix 114, Milwaukee 105 
Sacramento 115, New York 108 
L.A. Clippers 113, LA. Lakers 105 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Indiana 
Orlando at Philadelphia 
Houston at Toronto 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota 
Portland at Memphis 
Boston at Golden State 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Washington 
Miami at Charlotte 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Cleveland at Brooklyn 
San Antonio at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Utah at New Orleans 
New York at Phoenix 
Boston at Sacramento 
Denver at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Oklahoma City at Portland 

Monday 

Suns 114, Bucks 105 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 1-13 3-4 6, 
Antetokounmpo 8-14 5-10 21, Lopez 3-11 

2-2 10, Bledsoe 5-15 5-6 15, Brogdon 7-12 

2- 3 19, Ilyasova4-8 2-2 11, Mirotic3-14 4-4 
13, Gasol 0-2 0-0 0, Connaughton 0-1 0-0 0, 
Snell 4-5 0-0 10. Totals 35-95 23-31 105. 

PHOENIX - Oubre Jr. 7-14 12-17 27, 
Bender 0-0 0-0 0, Ayton 8-13 3-3 19, John¬ 
son 6-13 0-0 13, Booker 8-18 4-4 22, Bridg¬ 
es 2-6 4-4 9, Jackson 6-11 2-3 16, Holmes 

1- 7 0-0 2, Crawford 2-7 0-0 4, Daniels 1-2 
0-0 2. Totals 41-91 25-31 114. 

Milwaukee 31 23 28 23-105 

Phoenix 20 32 24 38-114 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 12-42 
(Brogdon 3-4, Mirotic 3-10, Snell 2-2, Lo¬ 
pez 2-9, Ilyasova 1-1, Middleton 1-7, Ante¬ 
tokounmpo 0-1, Connaughton 0-1, Gasol 
0-1, Bledsoe 0-6), Phoenix 7-22 (Booker 2- 
4, Jackson 2-6, Oubre Jr. 1-3, Bridges 1-4, 
Johnson 1-4, Crawford 0-1). Fouled Out— 
Antetokounmpo. Rebounds—Milwaukee 
57 (Antetokounmpo 13), Phoenix 56 (Ou¬ 
bre Jr. 13). Assists—Milwaukee 17 (An¬ 
tetokounmpo 6), Phoenix 22 (Booker 7). 
Total Fouls—Milwaukee 25, Phoenix 23. 
Technicals-Ayton. A-18,055 (18,422). 

Pelicans 115, Jazz 112 

NEW ORLEANS - Williams 2-7 1-2 7, Da¬ 
vis 7-14 0-0 15, Randle 10-23 10-12 30, Pay- 
ton 5-7 0-0 10, Holiday 12-23 2-2 30, Miller 

3- 6 0-0 7, Diallo 2-3 1-2 5, Moore 3-9 0-0 7, 
Jackson 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 46-96 14-18 115. 

UTAH - Ingles 2-7 2-2 8, Favors 6-10 

4- 4 16, Gobert 8-11 3-4 19, Rubio 1-8 0-1 
3, Mitchell 8-24 2-2 19, O’Neale 2-4 0-0 4, 
Crowder 8-13 0-0 20, Sefolosha 1-1 0-0 3, 
Korver 7-14 1-1 20. Totals 43-92 12-14 112. 

New Orleans 24 28 30 33-115 

Utah 33 28 27 24-112 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 9- 
20 (Holiday 4-7, Williams 2-4, Davis 1-1, 
Moore 1-2, Miller 1-4, Randle 0-2), Utah 
14-38 (Korver 5-11, Crowder 4-7, Ingles 

2- 6, Sefolosha 1-1, Rubio 1-2, Mitchell 1- 
9, O’Neale 0-2). Rebounds—New Orleans 
44 (Davis 11), Utah 47 (Gobert 19). As¬ 
sists—New Orleans 24 (Payton 6), Utah 
35 (Ingles 11). Total Fouls—New Orleans 
20, Utah 17. Technicals—Randle, Utah 
coach Jazz (Defensive three second). 
A-18,306 (18,306). 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

Jazz center Rudy Gobert, left, defends against Pelicans center Julius 
Randle during the first half Monday in Salt Lake City. 


Spurs 104, Nuggets 103 

DENVER - Barton 5-10 0-0 12, Millsap 
2-8 0-0 5, Jokic 10-14 0-0 22, J.Murray 8- 
19 3-3 25, Harris 3-9 0-0 8, Craig 2-4 0-0 
5, Plumlee 0-1 0-0 0, Thomas 3-11 0-0 7, 
Morris 2-8 0-0 4, Beasley 6-11 1-1 15. To¬ 
tals 41-95 4-4 103. 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 11-19 2-3 
24, Aldridge 9-17 3-4 22, Poeltl 3-4 0-0 6, 
White 4-13 2-2 11, Forbes 3-5 0-0 7, Gay 
4-10 5-8 14, Eubanks 0-0 2-2 2, Bertans 1- 
4 0-0 2, Mills 3-6 0-0 8, Belinelli 3-7 0-0 8. 
Totals 41-85 14-19 104. 

Denver 17 31 21 34-103 

San Antonio 36 22 27 19-104 

Three-point goals—Denver 17-40 
(J.Murray 6-10, Jokic 2-2, Harris 2-4, Bar¬ 
ton 2-6, Beasley 2-6, Millsap 1-3, Craig 1- 
3, Thomas 1-5, Morris 0-1), San Antonio 
8-25 (Belinelli 2-5, Mills 2-5, Aldridge 1-2, 
Forbes 1-2, Gay 1-4, White 1-6, Bertans 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Den¬ 
ver 43 (Millsap 11), San Antonio 43 (Gay, 
Aldridge 9). Assists—Denver 27 (J.Murray 
8), San Antonio 27 (White 9). Total 
Fouls—Denver 17, San Antonio 13. Tech¬ 
nicals—DeRozan. A—18,354 (18,581). 

Heat 114, Hawks 113 

ATLANTA - Bazemore 5-16 6-8 18, 
Dedmon 5-6 2-4 14, Len 0-6 2-2 2, Young 

4- 11 6-7 14, Huerter 5-10 0-0 13, Bembry 

5- 9 0-0 11, B.Johnson 3-7 0-0 6, Poythress 

1- 6 4-4 6, Carter 7-14 0-0 21, J.Anderson 
0-1 0-0 0, Adams 3-5 0-0 8. Totals 38-91 
20-25 113. 

MIAMI - Richardson 8-15 1-1 19, 
Olynyk 3-8 4-4 12, Adebayo 3-6 3-3 9, Wait¬ 
ers 5-9 3-4 14, Winslow 8-12 1-2 18, Jones 
Jr. 3-4 2-4 8, Haslem 0-0 0-0 0, Whiteside 

2- 3 0-0 4, McGruder 2-5 1-2 7, Wade 10-17 
2-4 23. Totals 44-79 17-24 114. 

Atlanta 31 30 24 28-113 

Miami 32 29 24 29-114 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 17-46 

(Carter 7-11, Huerter 3-8, Adams 2-3, 
Dedmon 2-3, Bazemore 2-9, Bembry 1-2, 
B.Johnson 0-1, J.Anderson 0-1, Poythress 
0-1, Len 0-3, Young 0-4), Miami 9-23 
(Olynyk 2-3, McGruder 2-4, Richardson 

2- 6, Waiters 1-2, Wade 1-2, Winslow 1-4, 
Adebayo 0-1, Jones Jr. O-l). Rebounds— 
Atlanta 42 (Bazemore 7), Miami 40 (Wh¬ 
iteside 7). Assists—Atlanta 25 (Young 
8), Miami 23 (Wade, Richardson 5). Total 
Fouls—Atlanta 21, Miami 24. Technicals— 
Atlanta coach Hawks (Defensive three 
second), Winslow. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Nets 127, Mavericks 88 

DALLAS - Hardaway Jr. 3-11 1-2 7, 
Nowitzki 2-13 0-0 4, Powell 6-7 3-4 20, 
Doncic 6-16 1-4 16, Brunson 4-5 2-2 10, 
Jackson 0-1 1-2 1, Finney-Smith 1-9 2-2 4, 
Kleber 3-6 0-0 8, Mejri 0-3 0-0 0, D.Harris 
1-51-2 4, Burke 2-4 3-4 7, Broekhoff 0-3 0-0 
0, Lee 3-4 0-0 7. Totals 31-87 14-22 88. 

BROOKLYN - J.Harris 5-7 0-0 11, Ku¬ 
rucs 7-12 0-0 19, Allen 4-5 0-0 8, Russell 

6- 13 0-0 13, Crabbe 3-7 0-0 8, Carroll 7-9 

3- 4 22, Hollis-Jefferson 3-7 0-0 6, Dudley 
0-0 0-0 0, Davis 1-2 2-2 4, Napier 1-1 0-0 2, 
Dinwiddle 6-8 3-5 16, LeVert 5-11 6-8 18, 
Pinson 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 48-85 14-19 127. 

Dallas 21 26 26 15- 88 

Brooklyn 31 34 34 28-127 


(Powell 5-6, Doncic 3-7, Kleber 2-5, 
D.Harris 1-2, Lee 1-2, Brunson 0-1, Jack- 
son 0-1, Mejri 0-1, Burke 0-1, Broekhoff 
0-2, Finney-Smith 0-5, Hardaway Jr. 0-5, 
Nowitzki 0-7), Brooklyn 17-41 (Carroll 

5-7, Kurucs 5-7, Crabbe 2-3, LeVert 2-7, 
J.Harris 1-2, Dinwiddle 1-3, Russell 1-6, 
Allen 0-1, Hollis-Jefferson 0-2, Pinson 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 
36 (Powell, Doncic 6), Brooklyn 48 (Davis 
10). Assists—Dallas 20 (Powell 6), Brook¬ 
lyn 29 (Russell 11).Total Fouls—Dallas 19, 
Brooklyn 23. A-17,064 (17,732). 

Clippers 113, Lakers 105 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Shamet 3-8 3-3 12, 
Gallinari 9-15 2-3 23, Zubac 3-4 1-2 7, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 5-9 3-3 14, Beverley 4-8 

2- 2 13, Harrell 7-15 0-2 14, Green 1-5 0-0 
3, Wallace 1-3 2-2 4, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, 
L.Williams 8-15 5-5 21, Temple 0-1 2-2 2. 
Totals 41-83 20-24 113. 

L.A. LAKERS - James 9-18 8-12 27, Kuz¬ 
ma 5-15 2-2 13, McGee 3-8 1-1 7, Rondo 
10-18 0-0 24, Bullock 3-10 1-1 7, Muscala 
1-4 3-4 6, Wagner 0-2 0-0 0, Caruso 0-0 0-0 
0, Caldwell-Pope 1-5 1-1 4, Hart 6-11 3-3 
17. Totals 38-91 19-24 105. 

L.A. Clippers 26 35 30 22-113 

L.A. Lakers 34 23 28 20-105 

Three-point goals—L.A. Clippers 11- 
29 (Gallinari 3-5, Beverley 3-6, Shamet 

3- 7, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-2, Green 1-4, 
Temple 0-1, L.Williams 0-4), L.A. Lakers 
10-38 (Rondo 4-10, Hart 2-4, Muscala 1- 
2, Caldwell-Pope 1-3, Kuzma 1-5, James 
1-6, Wagner 0-1, Bullock 0-7). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 50 
(Harrell 11), L.A. Lakers 40 (Rondo 10). 
Assists—L.A. Clippers 25 (L.Williams, 
Harrell 5), L.A. Lakers 22 (Rondo 12). To¬ 
tal Fouls-L.A. Clippers 22, L.A. Lakers 21. 
Technicals—L.A. Clippers coach Clippers 
(Defensive three second). Temple, Bever¬ 
ley, L.A. Lakers coach Lakers (Defensive 
three second). Hart. A-18,997 (18,997). 

Kings 115, Knicks 108 

NEW YORK - Knox 4-6 2-2 11, Vonleh 

4- 8 1-2 9, Kornet 2-6 1-2 7, Smith Jr. 8-17 
0-0 18, Dotson 4-10 2-2 11, Thomas 2-5 1-2 

5, Ellenson 2-6 0-0 6, Robinson 2-2 0-1 4, 
Mudiay 3-9 1-2 8, Trier 8-16 10-15 29. To¬ 
tals 39-85 18-28 108. 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 4-11 1-1 

II, Barnes 7-13 5-6 22, Cauley-Stein 3-8 

3-5 9, Fox 5-12 5-8 16, Hield 9-18 7-7 28, 
Brewer 0-2 2-2 2, Giles III 7-9 3-4 17, Bjeli- 
ca 3-7 0-0 8, Ferrell 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 39-83 
26-33 115. 

New York 25 26 29 28-108 

Sacramento 34 21 31 29-115 

Three-point goals—New York 12-29 
(Trier 3-4, Ellenson 2-4, Smith Jr. 2-4, Kor¬ 
net 2-6, Knox 1-1, Mudiay 1-4, Dotson 1-5, 
Thomas 0-1), Sacramento 11-29 (Barnes 
3-6, Hield 3-8, BJelica 2-5, Bogdanovic 2- 

6, Fox 1-2, Ferrell 0-1, Brewer 0-1). Fouled 
Out—Robinson. Rebounds—New York 48 
(Vonleh 13), Sacramento 43 (Barnes 10). 
Assists—New York 17 (Mudiay, Smith Jr. 
5), Sacramento 28 (Hield 7). Total Fouls- 
New York 25, Sacramento 24. Techni¬ 
cals—New York coach Knicks (Defensive 
three second), Sacramento coach Kings 
(Defensive three second). Ejected—Giles 

III. A-17,034 (17,608). 
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Teams can't get in zone 
when not facing man 'D' 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK 

regg Popovich had watched his players 
struggle to guard their men, and finally 
decided he wouldn’t even let them try. 

So a night after they surrendered 130 
points in a loss at New York, his San Antonio Spurs 
were in a zone defense in the first quarter of their 
game against the Brooklyn Nets. 

It wasn’t something the Spurs had practiced all 
that much and something they rarely needed to con¬ 
sider most years. But even if it’s not played perfectly, 
he knew just the sight of a zone is sometimes enough 
to throw off an opponent. 

“In general, NBA teams have no clue what to do 
when somebody plays a zone,” Popovich said. “They 
mostly automatically stand there and the ball moves 
around the horn and after a while somebody might 
attack a seam or do a little high-low or overload 
or something like that, but basically players get in 
mud. It doesn’t matter what team it is, they just get 
in mud.” 

It’s hard to understand exactly why. 

Zone has been allowed in the NBA since 2001, and 
even before that, most players probably played on 
or against teams that employed it when they were 
younger. The principles of how to beat one haven’t 
changed much: Move the ball around, inside and 
out, to create gaps in the defense, and then get into 
those gaps for open shots. 

Yet for some reason, suddenly the best players 
in the world forget all that when they see one in a 
game. 

“It’s strange. Like, NBA guys, they just freeze 
when they see zones,” Charlotte coach James Bor¬ 
rego said. “‘Coach, what do you want us to run? 
They’re in zone.’ They panic.” 

Zone can help a team that’s deficient in its man-to¬ 
man coverage, and that’s where the Spurs are now 
without Danny Green, Kyle Anderson and Dejounte 
Murray, who Popovich considered his best defend¬ 
ers last season. They limited the Nets to 101 points 
Monday, so zone will likely continue to be an option 
for San Antonio, with Popovich believing players 
feel more crowded offensively against it. 

Brooklyn has played plenty of zone this season. 
Coach Kenny Atkinson has seen teams adjust to it 
lately, but that doesn’t worry him much. The more 
opponents fret about the zone, the less time to fine- 
tune everything else. 

“The more we play it, the more I see teams start¬ 
ing to put in some stuff,” Atkinson said, “which I 
don’t mind because now they’ve got to do all their 
man-to-man stuff and they’ve got to take another 10 
minutes and work on Brooklyn’s zone. So it doesn’t 
necessarily bother me that they’re putting in stuff” 

Fifty will be nifty 

Milwaukee brought an NBA-leading 48-15 record 
into the week before Monday’s 114-105 loss at Phoe¬ 
nix. The Bucks are eyeing their first 50-win season 
in 18 years. 

They return home for games against Indiana and 
Charlotte before wrapping up with a visit to San An¬ 
tonio on Sunday. 

Milwaukee hasn’t won 50 games since going 52-30 
in the 2000-01 season. The Bucks will have a shot to 
win 60 for the first time in nearly 40 years, having 
gone 60-22 in 1980-81. 

On the leaderboard 

The Lakers began the week with a game they des¬ 
perately needed to win to boost their fading playoff 
hopes. 

But with Monday’s 113-105 loss to the Clippers, 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Lakers' LeBron James, left, scores two of his 
27 points Monday against the Clippers. James 
needs just 12 points to tie Michael Jordan’s 
career scoring mark of 32,292 and 13 to move 
past him into fourth-place on the all-time list. 

they dropped another game in the Western Confer¬ 
ence with things only getting tougher as the week 
goes on. They host second-place Denver on Wednes¬ 
day and Boston on Saturday. 

But even if things go poorly, LeBron James should 
have something to celebrate during the week. 

James should pass Michael Jordan and move into 
fourth place on the NBA’s career scoring list during 
the week. After scoring 27 points against the Clip¬ 
pers, with 32,253 points, James just needs 12 more 
to tie Jordan’s total of 32,292. 

Other things to watch this week 

Heat at Hornets, Wednesday: Somebody is going 
to win the Southeast Division, and these teams are 
in the mix despite being below .500. 

Thunder at Trail Blazers, Thursday: The teams 
battling for the No. 3 seed in the West meet in 
Portland. 

Nuggets at Warriors, Friday: Golden State began 
the week with a 1 y 2 -game lead over Denver in the 
West that grew to two games after Denver’s 104-103 
loss to San Antonio on on Monday. 

Pacers at 76ers, Sunday: Philadelphia hopes 
Joel Embiid is back by a game that could determine 
third place in the East. 



Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

i Bay 66 50 12 4 104 258 174 


Toronto 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


87 194 161 
86 239 188 
77 201 193 
68 190 211 
65 28 26 11 67 207 224 


23 33 

.. 23 38 . , 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 66 38 21 7 83 226 

N.Y. Islanders 65 37 21 
Carolina 65 36 23 
Pittsburgh 65 34 22 
Coiumbus 65 36 26 
Phiiadeiphia 66 32 26 


81 187 157 
78 196 176 
77 226 202 
75 203 197 
72 201 219 


N.Y. Rangers 65 27 27 11 65 190 218 

New Jersey 66 25 33 8 58 188 223 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

65 39 . 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

St. Louis 

Daiias 

Minnesota 

Coiorado 

Chicago 

Caigary 
San Jose 
Vegas 
Arizona 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Anaheim 
Los Angeies 


66 28 26 12 


66 27 30 
66 25 32 


82 222 193 
81 202 180 
74 187 181 
71 166 170 
71 182 191 
68 216 208 
63 220 250 

89 234 192 
86 238 206 
77 201 187 
69 176 183 
65 187 216 
63 180 206 


59 1‘ 


I 203 


56 158 207 


t Nassau 


„ 24 33 - _ 

Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Washington 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO 
Phiiadeiphia 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Vegas 3, Vancouver 0 
Anaheim 2, Colorado 1 
Ottawa 3, Florida 2 
Winnipeg 5, Coiumbus 2 
Nashviiie 3, Minnesota 2, SO 
San Jose 5, Chicago 2 

Monday’s games 
Edmonton 4, Buffaio 3 
Toronto 6, Calgary 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Florida at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Boston 
Ottawa vs. N.Y. Isianders a 
Veterans Memoriai Coiiseum 
Winnipeg at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Nashviiie 
N.Y. Rangers at Daiias 
Anaheim at Arizona 
Detroit at Coiorado 
Montreal at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Phiiadeiphia 
Toronto at Vancouver 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Caigary at Vegas 

Thursday’s games 
Fiorida at Boston 
Columbus at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit 
N.Y. Isianders at Ottawa 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Colorado at Dallas 
Buffalo at Chicago 
Vancouver at Edmonton 
Caigary at Arizona 
Montreal at San Jose 
St. Louis at Los Angeies 

Monday 

Oilers 4, Sabres 3 

Edmonton 1 3 0—4 

Buffalo 3 0 0-3 

First Period—1, Edmonton, DraisaitI 
41 (Nurse, McDavid), 1:28 (sh). 2, Buffalo, 
Eichel 24 (Ristolainen, Skinner), 2:42 (pp). 
3, Buffalo, Mittelstadt 10 (Pominville, Wil¬ 
son), 13:29. 4, Buffalo, Eichel 25, 17:24. 

Second Period—5, Edmonton, Kassian 
11 (Russell, McDavid), 16:29. 6, Edmon¬ 
ton, Nurse 8 (Gagner, DraisaitI), 18:46. 7, 
Edmonton, BrodziakS (A.Larsson, Lucic), 
19:55. 

Shots on Goal-Edmonton 7-13-7-27. 
Buffalo 14-12-12-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 1; Buffalo 1 of3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 19-15-4 
(38 shots-35 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 16- 
18-4 (7-7), Ullmark 14-10-4 (20-16). 
A-17,775 (19,070). T-2:31. 

Maple Leafs 6, Flames 2 

Toronto 3 1 2—6 

Calgary 0 1 1—2 

First Period—1, Toronto, Ennis 10 
(Kapanen, Muzzin), 9:50 (pp). 2, Toronto, 
Ennis 11 (Moore, Marincin), 17:15. 3, To¬ 
ronto, Hyman 15 (Marner), 18:51. 

Second Period—4, Toronto, Hyman 16 
(Marner, Rieily), 4:11.5, Caigary, Tkachuk 
26 (Gaudreau, Monahan), 15:35 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Toronto, Ennis 12 
(Moore, Muzzin), 3:15. 7, Caigary, Ryan 
7 (Mangiapane, Giordano), 12:24. 8, To¬ 
ronto, Marner 24 (Tavares), 12:56. 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 11-11-10—32. 
Caigary 12-16-9-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 2; Caigary 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 32-13-3 
(37 shots-35 saves). Calgary, Rittich 22- 
6-5 (32-26). 

A-19,289 (19,289). T-2:31. 

Calendar 

April 6 — Last day of regular season. 


Oilers 

outlast 

Sabres 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Oilers coach 
Ken Hitchcock says he wasn’t 
thanking his lucky stars when the 
Buffalo Sabres muffed two chanc¬ 
es to score into an open net in the 
final eight minutes of Edmonton’s 
4-3 win on Monday night. 

Instead, Hitchcock began be¬ 
lieving the bad bounces the Oilers 
experienced during a 1-8-2 slump 
were finally evening out. 

And, yes, that included hanging 
on for the win despite Oilers star 
Connor McDavid missing an open 
net in the final minute of a game 
in which Edmonton overcame a 
3-1 deficit. 

“I’m just proud of the way the 
guys responded,” Hitchcock said 
of a team that’s won three straight 
in closing out a five-game trip. 
“We didn’t put our second foot on 
the bus. We dug in and played and 
competed, and it’s a good sign for 
the team for now.” 

The Oilers scored three times 
over the final 3:31 of the second 
period, with Kyle Brodziak cred¬ 
ited with the go-ahead goal with 
five seconds remaining. He was 
driving to the front of the net, 
when Adam Larsson’s shot from 
the left point deflected in off his 
skate. 

Leon DraisaitI scored his team¬ 
leading 41st and added an assist, 
to extend his point streak to 11 
games in which he had combined 
for nine goals and eight assists. 
McDavid had two assists, while 
Darnell Nurse and Zack Kassian 
also scored for Edmonton. 

Mikko Koskinen stopped 35 
shots, including the final 27 after 
allowing Jack Eichel to score 
Buffalo’s third goal with 2:36 left 
in the first period, and earned 
two fortunate breaks to improve 
to 5-1-2 in his past eight. 

Eichel scored twice and Casey 
Mittelstadt also scored for the 
slumping Sabres. Buffalo dropped 
to 2-7-1 in its past 10. 

Maple Leafs 6, Flames 2: 
Tyler Ennis recorded his first ca¬ 
reer hat trick to lead visiting To¬ 
ronto past Calgary. 

Zach Hyman had two goals for 
Toronto. Mitch Marner had a goal 
and two assists, giving him 10 
points (three goals, seven assists) 
in the last four games. 

Matthew Tkachuk and Derek 
Ryan scored for Calgary, which 
has dropped two in a row after a 
seven-game winning streak. The 
Flames’ lead atop the Pacific Di¬ 
vision remained three points over 
San Jose. 

Frederik Andersen made 35 
saves and won his fifth straight, 
improving to 32-13-3. 

David Rittich had 26 stops and 
slipped to 22-6-5. It was Rittich’s 
second regulation loss since mid- 
December. He entered the game 
11-1-4 in his last 16 games. 
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Judge, Gardner 
think Yankees 
can top last year 


The Braves’ Adam Duvall hits a solo home run against the Marlins on Sunday. It was his first homer for 
Atlanta since being acquired last July from Cincinnati, where he hit 30 homers in both 2016 and 2017. 

Braves’ Duvall trying to 
rebound from dip in power 

^When you’re used to driving the ball and 
hitting home runs, when you go that long 
without hitting a homer, you know it. f 

Adam Duvall 

Braves player on not hitting a home run since July 25 


By Mark Didtler 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Aaron Judge 
and Brett Gardner think the Yan¬ 
kees can break the m^or league 
season record of 267 home runs 
that New York set last season 

“Get this whole team healthy, 
we’re going to crush the record 
that we set last year,” Judge said. 

New York broke the previous 
mark of 264 by the 1997 Seattle 
Mariners despite injuries that 
limited Judge to 112 games, Gary 
Sanchez to 89 and Greg Bird to 
82. 

“I just think that we’re capa¬ 
ble of doing better than we were 
last year, overall, as an offense,” 
Gardner said. 

Judge, slowed by a right wrist 
injury last season, and Gardner 
each hit two homers in Sunday’s 
7-1 win over the Detroit Tigers. 

Judge came to camp after a 
normal offseason. He was slowed 
slightly at the start of spring 
training last year following left 
shoulder surgery. 

“Just working on my swing. 
Last year I didn’t get a chance to 
do that at all,” Judge said. “I’m 
just trying to have a healthy sea¬ 
son. Then we’ll see where the 
numbers are at.” 

Judge hit 27 homers last sea¬ 
son and Giancarlo Stanton led the 
Yankees with 38 in the first sea¬ 


son after he was acquired from 
Miami. Stanton led the mqjor 
leagues with 59 homers in 2017, 
when Judge topped the AL with 
52. 

However, Didi Gregorius is 
expected to be sidelined until 
summer following Tommy John 
surgery last October. He hit a ca¬ 
reer-high 27 home runs last year; 
his replacement, Troy Tulowitzki, 
hasn’t played since 2017. 

Bird is competing to regain his 
first-base job from Luke Voit, who 
hit 14 homers in 39 games after he 
was obtained from St. Louis. 

“I think we have a nice balance 
both offensively and defensively,” 
general manager Brian Cashman 
said. “But got a long way to go. 
It’s too early to get excited about 
anything, obviously, other than 
the fact that we feel like the col¬ 
lection of talent we have, you can 
see that talent on display.” 

New York bypassed free agents 
Manny Machado and Bryce 
Harper, instead adding Tulow¬ 
itzki, left-hander James Paxton, 
reliever Adam Ottavino and in¬ 
fielder DJ LeMahieu while re¬ 
signing pitchers CC Sabathia, 
J.A. Happ and Zack Britton. 

“I’m closing the chapter on 
these questions about high-end 
free agents from the winter time,” 
Cashman said. “I’d rather focus 
on the here and now, and the real 
rather than unreal.” 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. — 
Adam Duvall left Cincinnati and 
suddenly stopped hitting homers 
— and yes, he’s been well aware 
of the drought. 

“It feels like about five years, 
to be honest,” Duvall said. “When 
you’re used to driving the ball and 
hitting home runs, when you go 
that long without hitting a homer, 
you know it.” 

Duvall finally took a step in the 
right direction Sunday, homering 
twice for the Atlanta Braves in 
their 6-5 victory over the Miami 
Marlins. It’s only spring training, 
but for a lineup dealing with some 
early injury issues, any sign of a 
resurgence by Duvall would be 
quite welcome. 

Duvall surpassed 30 homers 
for the Reds in both 2016 and 
2017, but he managed only 15 last 
year, hitting none after July 25, 
a few days before he was traded 
to Atlanta. He went 7-for-53 with 
the Braves, managing only one 
extra-base hit, and he didn’t play 
in the postseason for the NL East 
champions. 

“I kind of knew what he was 
capable of, really, when we got 
him,” Atlanta manager Brian 
Snitker said. “He wasn’t having 
the greatest year, but I’d seen him 
before, the last couple years. He 
did a lot of work this offseason, 
they’ve been doing a lot of work 
right now. I’m going to continue 
giving him a lot of at-bats, because 


he’s the kind of guy that can be a 
definite asset on your team if we 
can get him right.” 

The Braves were solid offen¬ 
sively last season, led by slugger 
Freddie Freeman and Rookie of 
the Year Ronald Acuna Jr. In the 
offseason, they signed Josh Don¬ 
aldson to a $23 million deal for this 
year, hoping the slugger can re¬ 
capture the form that helped him 
win MVP honors in 2015 while 
with Toronto. But Donaldson has 
dealt with hip, shoulder and calf 
issues in recent years, and he 
hasn’t played yet this spring. 

Shortstop Dansby Swanson, 
who had wrist surgery shortly 
after last season, hasn’t played, 
either. 

Duvall was hitless in 10 spring 
at-bats before going deep in the 
second inning Sunday off Dan 
Straily. He homered again in the 
sixth. 

“It’s definitely good. That’s 
good, I think, for his confidence,” 
Snitker said. “As guys work hard, 
you like to see them get results, 
when they’re putting that time 
in.” 

Duvall has never had a high av¬ 
erage or on-base percentage, and 


his final line was ugly last year—a 
.195 average in 138 games for the 
Reds and Braves. His walk rate 
actually improved, but his power 
dipped, and it’s hard to say how 
he’ll perform in 2019. He was eli¬ 
gible for arbitration, and Atlanta 
brought him back on a $2,875,000 
salary for this year. 

“Not that I wanted to show 
anything — I just wanted to get 
back to being who I am,” he said. 
“So that’s what we’re all working 
toward.” 

Playing time will be tough to 
come by for Duvall if he doesn’t 
hit. The Braves have outfielders 
Acuna, Ender Inciarte and Nick 
Markakis, all of whom made sig¬ 
nificant contributions last season. 
But Snitker sounds like he wants 
to give Duvall plenty of opportu¬ 
nities at the plate this spring, es¬ 
pecially if he’s having success. 

“Any time you can hit two hom¬ 
ers in a game, obviously you’re 
doing something right,” Duvall 
said. “I was excited about that, 
because hadn’t had much suc¬ 
cess early here in spring. So, to 
do that, and really put some bar¬ 
rels and drive some balls, was 
rewarding.” 


The Yankees’ Aaron Judge follows through on a double on Monday in 
Tampa, Fla. “Get this whole team healthy, we’re going to crush the 
record that we set last year,” Judge said of the New York offense. 
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Dodgers’ Kershaw 
may be unavailable 
for start of season 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

GLENDALE, Ariz. — The Los 
Angeles Dodgers could be without 
Clayton Kershaw for the start of 
the season as the staff ace begins 
to rebuild from shoulder soreness 
that caused him to shut down his 
spring training. 

Dodgers manager Dave Rob¬ 
erts said “that’s fair” when asked 
Monday whether his opening-day 
starter would be unavailable in 
just over three weeks. The Dodg¬ 
ers open against Arizona on 
March 28. 

“There’s just way too much im¬ 
portance put on the opening-day 
roster. The No. 1 thing is for him 
to be ready and to feel confident 
physically and mentally,” Roberts 
said, “and when that is, it is.” 

Kershaw has made a franchise- 
record eight consecutive opening 
day starts, and was tabbed to do so 
again when the Dodgers arrived 
in Arizona. But a couple days 
later, the three-time Cy Young 
Award winner had some shoulder 
soreness that caused him to halt 
his throwing program. 

The left-hander began throwing 
against last week, slowly building 
up the amount of work and the 
distance of his throws. He threw 
again on Monday for the fourth 
time in five days. 

“From everything I hear,” Rob¬ 
erts said, “he’s encouraged.” 

The Dodgers have plenty of 
depth in their starting rotation 
with Walker Buehler, Rich Hill, 
Hyun-Jin Ryu, Kenta Maeda and 
Ross Stripling in the mix. Julio 
Arias has also flashed signs that 
he is ready for the big leagues, 
though the Dodgers may want to 


limit his innings early on. 

Hill and Buehler are the likely 
candidates to start opening day if 
Kershaw isn’t ready, though the 
club is taking a slow approach 
with Buehler this spring after a 
big innings jump a year ago. 

The talented right-hander 
threw his first bullpen session in 
two weeks over the weekend. 

Roberts didn’t write off Ker¬ 
shaw starting the opener against 
the Diamondbacks, but he gen¬ 
erally needs about four spring 
training starts to prepare for the 
season. That would mean taking 
the mound in the next week for 
the first time, and Roberts ac¬ 
knowledged that would be press¬ 
ing things. 

Especially given Kershaw’s re¬ 
cent injury history. 

He was sidelined much of 2016 
with a back injury, though he 
returned to pitch well down the 
stretch and in the postseason. He 
also landed on the disabled list 
each of the past two seasons with 
recurrences of back pain, finish¬ 
ing 9-5 with a 2.73 ERA this past 
season. 

Kershaw could have opted out 
and become a free agent after 
the season, but he chose instead 
to sign a new $93 million, three- 
year contract that effectively ex¬ 
tended his previous agreement by 
a year. 

With that kind of investment, 
it would behoove the Dodgers to 
take their time with him. 

“The main thing is he’s trend¬ 
ing in the right direction,” Rob¬ 
erts said before a spring training 
game against the Giants, “and 
when he’s game-ready is when 
he’s game-ready.” 


Tigers send No. 1 pick 
Mize to minors camp 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

LAKELAND, Fla. — Detroit 
Tigers manager Ron Garden- 
hire was impressed with Casey 
Mize’s brief stint with the mgjor 
leaguers. 

“The kid was awesome. He 
had a ball here,” Gardenhire 
said. “Having him pitch yester¬ 
day and seeing him out there was 
impressive.” 

Mize, the No. 1 selection in 
last year’s draft, was assigned to 
minor league camp by the Tigers 
on Tuesday, but he gave Detroit 
fans a glimpse of his possible fu¬ 
ture on Monday, when he pitched 
two innings against St. Louis. 
Mize struck out the first two bat¬ 
ters of a 1-2-3 seventh, then al¬ 
lowed a run in the eighth after 
walking two. 

Mize went 10-6 with a 3.30 
ERA in 17 starts at Auburn last 
year. He made four starts in the 


minors across the Rookie and 
Class A levels. 

Last month, Mize pitched two 
innings for the Tigers in a game 
against Southeastern University, 
allowing three hits and a run and 
striking out two. He came in last 
week against the New York Yan¬ 
kees and allowed a hit before the 
game was called because of rain. 

He looked impressive at the 
start of his outing against the 
Cardinals. Kolten Wong, a vet¬ 
eran infielder who had homered 
earlier in the game, was one of 
Mize’s strikeout victims. 

Now Mize heads to minor 
league camp, where it should be 
easier for the team to get him the 
work he needs. 

“They need to go pitch, get in¬ 
nings. We’ve got so many people 
here,” Gardenhire said. “When 
they start throwing four and five 
innings, the starters, that’s less 
innings we can get people.” 



Jeff Roberson/AP 

The Nationals' Brian Dozier singles during a spring training game 
against Houston on Sunday. Dozier used the early week of spring 
training to fix some swing flaws. 


Nats new 2B Dozier 
fixing swing flaws 


By Chuck King 
Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 

— His knee healthy, Washington 
Nationals newcomer Brian Dozi¬ 
er used the early week of spring 
training to fix some swing flaws. 

“Still kind of tweaking a couple 
things to get rid of some bad hab¬ 
its I created last year,” Dozier 
said. “In all, everything’s going 
as planned.” 

The left knee bone bruise the 
31-year-old Dozier estimates 
bothered him for 85 percent of 
last season kept him from firmly 
planting and staying behind his 
front leg during a swing, prevent¬ 
ing him from driving the ball. 

Entering his eighth season, 
Dozier’s 172 career home runs 

— including 42 in 2016 for Min¬ 
nesota — rank third most among 
active second basemen behind 
Robinson Cano and Ian Kinsler. 
After hitting only 21 homers be¬ 
tween the Twins and Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers last year, Dozier has 
launched one this spring in 13 
at-bats. 

“I think you’ll see the old Doz¬ 
ier now that he’s healthy,” Wash¬ 
ington manager Dave Martinez 
said. 

A career .246 hitter, an aver¬ 
age depressed by last year’s .215 
struggle, Dozier has primarily hit 
in the first or second spot of the 
lineup as a m^jor leaguer. But 
with shortstop Trea Turner and 
right fielder Adam Eaton likely 
slated for the top two spots, Doz¬ 
ier may find himself in position 
to drive in runs, hitting behind 
Anthony Rendon, Juan Soto and 
Ryan Zimmerman. 

Dozier was traded from the 
Twins to the Dodgers last July, 
but didn’t make much of an im¬ 
pact in the LA lineup. He had two 
singles in 16 at-bats in the post¬ 


season, going hitless in five at- 
bats in the World Series. 

Dozier signed with the Nation¬ 
als as a free agent. 

“If you know Dozier he’s got 
that little chip on his shoulder,” 
Martinez said. 

The 2017 American League 
Gold Glove winner at second 
base, Dozier’s defense could 
make more of an impact than his 
plate presence. 

Washington committed the sec¬ 
ond-fewest errors last season, but 
the plodding, often injured Na¬ 
tionals also weren’t able to make 
many plays other teams found 
routine. 

Slowed by offseason micro¬ 
fracture knee injury surgery that 
kept him from playing until June, 
starting second baseman Daniel 
Murphy started only one 4-6- 
3 double play as a National last 
season. 

“That’s a surprising stat,” Doz¬ 
ier said. 

With Dozier’s knee healthy, 
Martinez has Turner and Dozier 
working on the same schedule, 
sharing game days and rest days. 

“I really want them to work 
together and get to know each 
other,” Martinez said. “It’s a big 
deal — feeds and all that stuff, 
and the timing of it, and how he 
works around the base.” 

Monday’s Nationals lineup 
didn’t feature the Dozier-Turner 
combo, but it wasn’t an off-day for 
the duo. 

The pair spent a half hour on 
the back fields at the Ballpark of 
the Palm Beaches turning double 
plays. 

“At the end we know that when 
you’re looking at a very strong 
division it could come down to a 
game or a half a game, and those 
little things will add up to the big 
things,” Dozier said. 


^1 think you’ll see the old Dozier now that 
he’s healthy. ^ 

Dave Martinez 

Nationals manager 


Briefly 

Woods 
pulls out 
of Bay Hill 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Tiger 
Woods has withdrawn from the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational with 
what he describes as a neck 
strain. 

Woods announced his decision 
Monday on Twitter. He says his 
lower back is fine and he has no 
concerns over the long run. Woods 
says he’s had the neck strain for a 
few weeks and it hasn’t improved 
with treatment to the point he 
feels he can play. 

This is the first time the 43- 
year-old Woods has withdrawn 
from a tournament in two years, 
shortly before his fourth back 
surgery to fuse his lower spine. 

Woods is an eight-time winner 
at Bay Hill. 

He says he hopes to be ready 
the following week for The Play¬ 
ers Championship. 

Woods has played three times 
this year, with his best finish a tie 
for 10th in Mexico City. 

FIFA panel backs VAR 
for Women’s World Cup 

ZURICH — The FIFA panel 
overseeing Women’s World Cup 
preparations recommended on 
Monday using video review to 
help referees, clearing the path 
for final confirmation next week. 

The plan has strong backers 
in FIFA President Gianni In¬ 
fantine and UEFA leader Alek- 
sander Ceferin, who chaired 
Monday’s meeting of the organiz¬ 
ing committee for world soccer 
competitions. 

At a meeting in Miami next 
week, FIFA’s ruling council is set 
to ratify video assistants being 
deployed to help women referees 
at the June 7-July 7 tournament 
in France. 

The video assistant referees 
will likely include men helping 
advise all-female teams of refer¬ 
ees and assistants. No domestic 
women’s competition uses VAR. 

Germany axes Mueller, 
Boateng, Hummels 

BERLIN — Thomas Mueller, 
Jerome Boateng and Mats Hum¬ 
mels have been axed by Germany 
as part of its shake-up following 
the woeful World Cup defense 
last year. 

Germany coach Joachim Loew 
says the three Bayern Munich 
players will be omitted from his 
future plans, and “now it’s time to 
set the course for the future. We 
want to give the team a new look. 
I am convinced that this is the 
right step.” 

All three helped Germany win 
the World Cup in 2014 but were 
unable to prevent the side fin¬ 
ishing bottom of their group in a 
botched defense four years later. 
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NFL 

Franchise 
tag placed 
on Dallas’ 
Lawrence 

Associated Press 



Showing off their skills 

Sweat, Metcalf among big winners at annual combine 


The Dallas Cowboys are placing the 
franchise tag on DeMarcus Lawrence for 
the second straight year. Their star defen¬ 
sive end doesn’t appear to be in any rush 
to sign the lucrative one-year contract this 
time. 

Two people with knowledge of the de¬ 
cision said Monday the Cowboys had de¬ 
cided on another tag while the sides keep 
working on a long-term deal. The people 
spoke to The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity because the decision hasn’t 
been announced. 

The move means Lawrence has a one- 
year offer for $20.5 million, 120 percent 
more than he made under the tag last sea¬ 
son. Even if the 26-year-old signs it, Law¬ 
rence and his representatives have until 
July 15 to work out a long-term deal with 
Dallas. 

Last year, Lawrence signed a $17.1 mil¬ 
lion contract the same day the Cowboys 
placed the franchise tag on him. He seemed 
happy to try to prove a career-best season 
with 14 Vi sacks in 2017 wasn’t a fluke. 

Not long after another Pro Bowl year 
and double-digit sacks with IOV2 last sea¬ 
son, Lawrence took to Twitter to indicate 
he’s now looking for a long-term deal. If he 
doesn’t sign the one-year tender under the 
franchise tag, Lawrence can skip offsea¬ 
son workouts without being fined. 

Other players receiving franchise tags: 

■ The Kansas City Chiefs placed the 
franchise tag on outside linebacker Dee 
Ford, making official a decision the team 
had been leaning toward throughout the 
offseason. 

Ford is coming off the best season of his 
career, piling up 13 sacks and forcing an 
NFL-leading seven fumbles. The Chiefs 
have expressed an interest in signing Ford 
to a long-term deal, though they are also 
open to trading him as they switch from a 
3-4 to 4-3 base defense. 

■ The Atlanta Falcons placed a fran¬ 
chise tag on Grady Jarrett while saying 
they still hope to negotiate a long-term con¬ 
tract with the defensive tackle. 

The $15.2 million tag comes after Jar¬ 
rett was a bright spot in the Falcons’ dis¬ 
appointing 2018 season. Jarrett had 52 
tackles, a career-high six sacks and three 
forced fumbles as the leader of Atlanta’s 
defensive front. 

■ The Seattle Seahawks used their fran¬ 
chise tag on defensive end Frank Clark, 
keeping the former first-round pick from 
hitting the free-agent market. 

Clark will be due just over $17 million 
for the 2019 season if the sides do not come 
to an agreement on a long-term deal. 

Clark proved his worth as an elite pass 
rusher with a career-high 13 sacks in 
2018. 

■ The Houston Texans placed the non¬ 
exclusive franchise tag on defensive end/ 
outside linebacker Jadeveon Clowney. 

The move doesn’t close the door for the 
Texans to sign the edge rusher to a long¬ 
term deal. Houston will offer Clowney, the 
first overall pick in the 2014 draft, a one- 
year guaranteed contract for an amount 
based on position. Because Houston used 
the non-exclusive tag on Clowney, he can 
sign immediately or attempt to get an offer 
sheet from another team. 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Receiver D.K. Met¬ 
calf showed off his muscle-man physique 
— and his speed — in Indianapolis. 

Defensive end Montez Sweat proved big 
men can run fast, too. 

The two pro prospects from rival col¬ 
leges in Mississippi left the NFL’s annual 
scouting combine as the two biggest win¬ 
ners of the weeklong event. They were 
impressive. 

Following Metcalf’s performance in 
the 40-yard dash, the New York Jets’ offi¬ 
cial Twitter account posted: “4.33? At that 
size?” 

The comment could tip off the Jets’ plans 
for the No. 3 pick in April’s NFL Draft, con¬ 
sidering quarterback Sam Damold will be 
entering his second season in the league 
this fall. 

And who could blame them for taking 
Metcalf, who possesses rare athleticism 
for a receiver that measures in at 6-foot- 
3%, 238 pounds and has 1.6 percent body 
fat? 

His performance was even better. After 
wowing scouts by doing 27 reps on the 
bench press at 225 pounds, he posted a 
vertical jump of 40 ¥2 inches, a broad jump 
of 11 feet, 2 inches, and the 40-yard dash 
time — all top-five performances among 
the receivers. 

What made it even more impressive for 
the son of former NFL offensive lineman 
Terrence Metcalf was that he did all of it 
after having season-ending neck surgery 
last fall. 

“I’m not supposed to be here right now,” 
the former Ole Miss star told NFL Network 


following his workout. 

Meanwhile, Sweat, the former Missis¬ 
sippi State defensive lineman, made his 
workout look like it was, well, no sweat. 

The 6-foot-6, 260-pound Sweat was 
clocked at 4.41 seconds in the 40, the top 
speed by a defensive lineman since at least 
2003 and faster times than those posted at 
the combine by Amari Cooper, Julio Jones 
or Odell Beckham Jr. Sweat also finished 
fourth among edge players in the broad 
jump (11 feet, 2 inches) and three-cone 
drill (7 seconds flat) and was sixth in the 
vertical jump (36 inches). 

The only question might be his strength. 
He did 21 reps on the bench press, 12th at 
his position. 

Looking good 

The offensive and defensive linemen are 
supposed to be the strength of this draft. 
The combine proved it. 

Defensive end Nick Bosa and defensive 
tackle Quinnen Williams of Alabama put 
themselves in the conversation to be the 
top overall pick with strong showings. 
Bosa completed the 40 in 4.79 seconds and 
did 29 reps on the bench press. Williams, 
at 303 pounds, ran the 40 in 4.83 seconds. 

Michigan’s dynamic duo of defensive 
end Rashan Gary and linebacker Devin 
Bush also helped themselves with strong 
showings Sunday. Gary ran a 4.58 in the 40 
— No. 1 among defensive linemen — while 
Bush posted a 4.43. 

Center Garrett Bradbury of North Car¬ 
olina State and offensive tackle Andre 
Dillard of Washington State had the best 
performances Friday, the first full day of 
workouts in Indy. Both helped themselves 


with good performances in the 40 and 
demonstrated their agility with solid times 
in the three-cone drill and 20-yard shuttle. 
Bradbury also had 34 reps on the bench 
press, second among offensive linemen. 

Safety Zedrick Woods of Mississippi 
posted a 4.29-second 40 on Monday, fastest 
time all week. Cornerback Jamel Dean of 
Auburn ran a 4.30-second 40 on Monday, 
the second-fastest time of the week. 

The losers 

At least four players couldn’t finish their 
workouts because of injuries, including po¬ 
tential first-round pick Jachai Polite from 
Florida. 

The outside linebacker came to Indy 
with high expectations but ran the 40-yard 
dash in 4.84 seconds, slower than inside 
linebacker Manti Te’o in 2013, whose 4.82- 
second run helped him slide into the sec¬ 
ond round. Polite stopped after hurting his 
hamstring and will have to try to rebuild 
his stock before the draft. 

Highly rated defensive tackle Dexter 
Lawrence of Clemson didn’t finish be¬ 
cause of a minor thigh injury in his left 
leg, and his college teammate, linebacker 
Tre Lamar, hurt his right shoulder on the 
bench press. 

Top cornerback Greedy Williams of LSU 
did not compete after suffering cramps 
Monday. 

But the most serious injury may have 
come Sunday when Ohio State cornerback 
Kendall Sheffield suffered a torn pectoral 
muscle, NFL Network reported. Sheffield 
did not work out Monday. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Virginia guard Kyle Guy, right, shoots over Syracuse guard Tyus Battle during the first half Monday in 
Syracuse, N.Y Guy made eight three-pointers as No. 2 Virginia won 79-53. 

Top 25 roundup 

Long ball fuels No. 2 Cavs 


The Associated Press 

SYRACUSE, NY. — Shot after 
shot the net kept swishing, and 
Kyle Guy and the Virginia Cava¬ 
liers kept smiling. 

Guy hit a career-high eight 
three-pointers to lead a long- 
range barrage that produced 18 
makes from beyond the arc, and 
No. 2 Virginia beat Syracuse 79- 
53 on Monday night. Ty Jerome 
and De’Andre Hunter each had 
five threes as the Cavaliers tied 
the school record for three-point¬ 
ers, the most ever allowed by the 
Orange. 

As this season winds down, the 
memory of Virginia’s stunning 
first-round loss to No. 16 seed 
UMBC in the NCAA Tournament 
last March is still on the mind. 

“Everybody knows how last 
season ended, so we never forget 
about it, we always remember it, 
hold it in the back of our head,” 
Guy said. “It’s just a chip on our 
shoulder and we’re shooting that 
well and we’re in the zone.” 

The Cavaliers (27-2,15-2 Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference), whose only 
two losses were to Duke, have 
won seven straight since losing 
for the second time to the Blue 
Devils and lead North Carolina 
by a half game in the ACC. 

“I guess it’s contagious the way 
we were shooting,” Hunter said. 
“Everyone’s playing well. Every¬ 
one’s hitting shots. We’re playing 
great defense and getting stops. 
The morale was really high.” 

Syracuse (19-11,10-7) was com¬ 
ing off a solid road win at Wake 
Forest, but the Orange’s vaunted 
zone defense was torched for 
eight three-pointers during a 27- 
3 spurt in the second half After 
falling behind by one point, the 
Cavaliers outscored Syracuse 37- 
10 over the final 15 minutes and 


finished the half lO-for-13 from 
long range. 

That wasn’t the game plan. 

“We went into the game want¬ 
ing to make them drive, get them 
off the three-point line,” Orange 
coach Jim Boeheim said. “We 
didn’t do that. When you let Guy 
and Jerome shoot those shots, 
they’re going to make them. They 
just took over.” 

Guy finished with 25 points. 
Hunter had 21, and Jerome 16, 
with a career-high 14 assists. The 
three finished a combined 18-for- 
23 from behind the arc. 

Just over a year ago. Hunter 
scored 15 points and Guy added 
14 as then-No. 2 Virginia hum¬ 
bled the Orange 59-44, the fewest 
points Syracuse has scored in the 
Carrier Dome. This one was tight 
until the big barrage. 

Virginia’s biggest lead in the 
first 25 minutes was four points, 
but after Tyus Battle hit a corner 
three to give Syracuse a one-point 
lead with 15:05 left, the Cavaliers’ 
defense kicked in as they scored 
11 straight points to gain a double¬ 
digit advantage and pulled away. 

“To shoot like that, it’s hard to 
beat a team when a team is click¬ 
ing that way, not just one guy but 
three guys,” Virginia coach Tony 
Bennett said. “Those guys were 
terrific in the second half. There 
were three or four that were 
deep.” 

Hunter hit a three from the 
left corner, Mamadi Diakite con¬ 
verted a layup and Jerome hit a 
long three from the top of the key 
for a 50-43 advantage nearing the 
midpoint of the period. Guy’s fifth 
three of the game made it 53-43 
at 10:26 as Syracuse went score¬ 
less for nearly five minutes and 
hit only 1 of 10 shots as the lead 
slipped away. 

Guy’s eighth three gave Virgin¬ 


ia its 17th from beyond the arc, the 
most ever against the Orange. 

Battle, the Orange’s leading 
scorer, finished 5-for-19 for 11 
points. Elijah Hughes and Buddy 
Boeheim also had 11 points apiece 
as the Orange finished 19-for-57. 

“They got hot and we didn’t lo¬ 
cate them,” Hughes said. “That’s 
just basketball. Ty Jerome made 
things happen.” 

No. 8 Texas Tech 70, Texas 
51: Jarrett Culver scored 16 
points. Matt Mooney added 15 
and the host Red Raiders stayed 
even with Kansas State atop the 
Big 12 with one game remaining. 

Brandone Francis scored all 12 
of his points in the second half in 
an eighth straight win for Texas 
Tech (25-5,13-4 Big 12). 

No. 18 Kansas State rolled to 
a 64-52 win at TCU on Monday, 
so the Wildcats and Red Raiders 
have a shot at the Big 12 regu¬ 
lar-season title Saturday. Kansas 
State is home against Oklahoma, 
and Texas Tech visits Iowa State. 

The Big 12 co-leaders also left 
13th-ranked Kansas’ streak of 14 
consecutive conference titles in 
jeopardy. The streak could end 
with a KU loss at Oklahoma on 
Tuesday night or a win by either 
Kansas State or Texas Tech this 
weekend. 

Matt Coleman led Texas (16-14, 
8-9) with 16 points. 

No. 18 Kansas State 64, TCU 

52: Barry Brown had 16 points 
to lead four three teammates in 
double figures and the visiting 
Wildcats maintained a share of 
the Big 12 lead with one game re¬ 
maining in the regular season. 

Kansas State (23-7, 13-4 Big 
12) went ahead to stay with a 
tiebreaking 13-4 run to end the 
first half, then scored the first 10 
points after halftime. 


Time: Schools recruiting 
bigs who can handle ball 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Basketball has become more of 
a position-less game, with every 
player on the floor able to play 
and guard multiple positions. The 
Golden State Warriors helped 
change the NBA with their free¬ 
wheeling, everyone-can-shoot-it 
style and the college game has 
followed. 

Spacing is key in today’s offens¬ 
es, so every player, including the 
big man, must have the agility to 
make it work. Even if they can’t 
shoot three-pointers, big men 
must at least be able to handle the 
ball on the perimeter and be ath¬ 
letic enough to get to the rim on 
ball screens. 

“Even if they’re not great shoot¬ 
ers, I’d like for him to be able to 
play on the perimeter,” Buffalo 
coach Nate Oats said. “If they 
don’t have the perimeter skills, 
they better be athletic enough to, 
you know, to play with four other 
guys that space the floor out. If 
you can get some ball screens 
and getting to the rim, be really 
athletic, you can play with a guy 
like that.” 

Even if a team doesn’t follow 
the latest trend of wanting to play 
faster, it still has to have the play¬ 
ers to stop teams that do. 

Today’s big men need lat¬ 
eral movement and quickness 
to accommodate the switching 
required to stop the free-flow¬ 
ing offenses. Get a big man who 
doesn’t move well and opponents 
will ball screen your team into 
oblivion because he can’t rotate 
quick enough. 

“If there are teams not playing 
fast offensively, they certainly 
need a big to get back in transi¬ 
tion defense because a m^ority of 
your opponents are going to play 
it’s somewhat of a quicker pace 
than was maybe being played 
10 or 15 years ago,” Musselman 
said. 

Nearly all of the nation’s top 
teams have athletic big men who 


can move and shoot. 

Dedric Lawson can play mul¬ 
tiple positions and hit three- 
pointers for No. 15 Kansas. No. 
4 Kentucky’s PJ Washington has 
expanded his game, becoming a 
perimeter threat while being ac¬ 
tive enough to guard nearly any¬ 
one. Top-ranked Gonzaga’s big 
man, Brandon Clarke, isn’t much 
of a three-point shooter, but he’s 
agile and active, can handle the 
ball without being pickpocketed 
every time and is a superb shot 
blocker. 

Montell McRae and Nick Per¬ 
kins, the two big men for No. 21 
Buffalo, can both shoot the three 
and give the Bulls the spacing 
they need. 

Those are the current success 
stories. Coaches are always look¬ 
ing for more like them for their 
next recruiting classes — and the 
players know. 

They see what’s happening in 
college and the NBA and prepare 
for it. 

Big kids who used to just plop 
in the middle of the lane and 
shoot over smaller kids now prac¬ 
tice their ball-handling skills and 
shooting. High school and AAU 
coaches help the process as well, 
no longer restricting them to 
under-the-basket duty, allowing 
them to work on skills that used 
to be limited to guards and small 
forwards. 

Big men come prepackaged, to 
a certain degree. 

“When you watch AAU, there’s 
hardly any bigs that want to play 
with his back to the basket any¬ 
more,” Musselman said. “There’s 
still room in the game for guys to 
play with their back to the basket, 
but they don’t want it anymore be¬ 
cause they’re watching the NBA, 
where bigs have now become pe¬ 
rimeter guys. Today’s younger 
players are understanding the 
importance of ball handling and 
things like that.” 

And that’s just what college 
coaches are looking for. 


Jeff Chiu/AP 

Gonzaga forward Brandon Clarke, left, shoots against Saint Mary’s 
forward Malik Fitts on Saturday in Moraga, Calif. Clarke, the 
Bulldogs’ big man, can handle the ball in addition to blocking shots. 
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Coaches look for more agility, ability at center 


Kansas’ Dedric Lawson celebrates 
after making a three-pointer 
against Oklahoma State on Feb. 9. 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

C oaches used to walk into a gym, 

see a big guy dominating the paint 
and want to recruit him right 
away. Get a talented big man who 
could play with his back to the basket and 
the program would be set offensively and 
defensively for the next few years. 

Oh, how things have changed. 

As the sport has shifted to a more up¬ 
tempo, free-flowing style, college coaches 
have sought big men who can dribble, shoot 
places other than at the rim and move defen¬ 
sively instead of anchoring in the paint. 

Back-to-the-basket ability has become a 
bonus. 

“When you think about the NBA and college 
10 to 15 years ago there was always bigs that 
were plodders, they would use their fouls, the] 
would be great screen setters,” said Eric Mus 
selman, coach at No. 12 Nevada. “With the 
spacing of today’s game, you need bigs who 
can pass, dribble, can shoot and can move.” 

College basketball still has a handful of 
centers who play mostly on the low post, but 
the m^ority are athletic players who can 
shoot from the perimeter — or at least mid¬ 
range — and handle the ball without getting 
it snatched by smaller guards. 

SEE TIME ON PAGE 31 
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